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The Hon. Rt. Thompson: We will give
you an application form for the paper.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I could go
on for a long time in reply to this debate.
I repeat, that I am quite surprised really
at the attitude of Mr. Baxter-quite
surprised. Nevertheless, he is entitled to
have his own views.

The speech made by Mr. Jack Thomson
was a well-reasoned one. At least he knows
exactly what he is going to do. But the
suggestion put to the House that the
speech made by Dr. Hislop was not a well-
informed address on the subject is some-
thing which I will not accept. I think Dr.
Hislop's views on matters of this nature-

The Hon. J. M. Thomson: You are not
implying that I said that, are you?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: No.
The Hon. F. Rt. H. Lavery: Mr. Js

Thomson did not say that.
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: No. T

views expressed by Dr. Hislop must ha
been well received by everyone who listen
to them because he. as a practising phy
clan gave us an informative, experiene
outline of his knowledge of the subje

I am prepared to leave the matter
that basis, and I am also satisfied t1
the Government Is prepared to shape
to its responsibilities. It believes it shot
accept the responsibility to present t]
Bill to Parliament, and asks ParliamE
to pass it.

Question put.
The Hon. J. M. Thomson: No.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L.

Diver): The Ayes have it.
The Hon. J, M. Thomson: Divide.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L .

Diver): Ring the bells.
Point of Order

The Hon. A. Rt. JONES: On a point
Order, Mr. President, there was only c
call for the Noes.

The Hon. J. M. Thomson: Would 5
call the question again, Sir?

The Hon. A. L.. LOTON: On a point
Order, Mr. President, Standing Orders.I
down distinctly that If there is only c
vote for the Ayes or only one vote for I
Noes there shall be no division.

The Ron. J. M. Thomson: Was thn
only one vote?

The Hon. A. L. LOTON: Yes.
The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L.

Diver): Very well, the question passes
the affirmative.

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second timse.

House adjourned at 12.1 a.n. (Thursda,
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

STATUTE LAW REVISION
Tabling -of Progress Repor-t: Ministerial

Statement
MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for

Industrial Development) (4.31 p.m.]: Mr.
Speaker, I desire to make a statement to
the House on behalf of the Minister for
Justice.

I have today laid on the Table of the
House a progress report on Statute law
revision which the Minister for Justice
has received from Mr. G. D. Clarkson.
There are three aspects of this report I
desire to mention.

Firstly, it suggests for consideration a
general plan for the reprint of the Stat-
utes, which would not only include enact-
ments of the Western Australian Legis-
lature but, over a period, would absorb
the adopted Imperial Statutes and also
those Imperial Statutes passed before the
foundation of Western Australia, which
still apply here.

Secondly, it contains the draft of a Bill
for the repeal of 197 enactments passed
in Western Australia prior to federation,
which are thought to be now ineffective.
This has been included as a suggestion
as to the type of Statute law revision
Bill which will require consideration in the
process of tidying up the Statutes before
they are reprinted.

Thirdly, it contains two lists of Statutes
which it is thought can be safely re-
pealed, but which are being referred to
the appropriate Government departments
for further consideration.

The Government is anxious to ensure
that there is ample opportunity for every-
one to consider the proposals which have
been made, and has therefore decided to
table this progress report for examination
and comment before proposing any legis-
lation.

It is obviously desirable that this whole
project should be undertaken in accord-
ance with an overall plan, and that the
outline of the plan should be worked out
with the advice and assistance of all in-
terested. The method of producing the
reprint, which has been suggested by Mr.
Clarkson, is one which I understand has
not been adopted in any similar juris-
diction; and for that reason alone, he has
been the first to suggest that it should
be critically examined.

Presumably everyone will support the
idea that where any doubt exists the ap-
propriate department or authority should
be consulted before an Act, which is ap-
parently dead, is buried; but I shall be
very interested to receive comments on
the form of the Bill which has been sug-
gested and also on the explanatory memf-
orandum which accompanies It. It is in-
tended that each Statute law revision Bill,
as It is introduced, will be accompanied by
a similar memorandum.

The minister for Justice has discussed
this report with Mr. Clarkson and in-
formed him of the Government's inten-
tions. Mr. Clarkson is most willing to
explain or amplify his proposals to any-
one interested. I hope that members will
consider the report and express their
views.

Western Australia has lagged behind
other places in revising and reprinting its
Statutes, but this delay can now be turned
to our advantage. I am confident that
with the interest and co-operation of those
concerned, we can profit by the experience
in other jurisdictions and reproduce our
Statute law in an up-to-date and conveni-
ent form.

The repot was tabled.

BUSH FIRES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Assent

Message fiom, the Lieutenant-Governor
and Administrator received and read noti-
fying assent to the Bill.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
LAND AT WILLIAMS

Applications for Farm Area
1. Mr. W. A. M4ANNING asked the Min-

later for Lands:
(1) Is he aware that a large number

of applications have been made
for one farm area of land thrown
openl In the Williams district?
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(2) How many applications are re-
corded for this one block?

Availability of Other Land
(3) Has he plans for meeting the

evident great demand for land In
Williams and nearby areas where
roads, schools, and telephones are
already available to some degree?

Mr. HO YELL replied:
(1) Yes, for Williams Location 15384,

comprising 1,445 acres 30 perches.
(2) Fifty-six applications were re-

ceived.
(3) As practically the whole of the

unalienated area in the Williams
district Is State Forest or forestry
reserve there are no substantial
areas of vacant Crown land in
that district which can be planned
for subdivision.

CONTAMINATED VEGETABLES
Destruction at Collie

2. Mr. H. MAY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Is he aware that vegetables con-

signed from Perth to local traders
in Collie had to be destroyed after
being contaminated by cement
carried in the same railway
wagon?

(2) Is he aware the consignment
arrived in Collie on the 5th
October, 1963, and was inspected
by the local health officer, who
issued instructions for the vege-
tables to be buried?

Compensation by Railways Dep~art-
ment

(3) In connection with this matter,
will he advise if the subject
matter of this question is correct
and. if so, what action is being
taken by the Railways Depart-
ment to compensate the local
traides-people concerned?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Not all of the consignment was

questioned: only a few crates and
bags. The chemical concerned
was calcium ligno sulphinate in
water solution.

(2) Yes.
(3) The Railway Chief Chemist ad-

vises, and the sender confirms,
that the solution is a by-product
of paper manufacturing and is
non-poisonous and innocuous. It
would appear that there was no
need to destroy the whole of the
consignment but only the few
crates and bags that had actually
been affected.

KALGOORLIE SCHOOL OF MIS
Alterations and Additions

3. Mr EVANS asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Mines:
(1) What is the nature of the altera-

tions and additions to be per-
formed at the Kalgoorlie School
of Mines under the contract let on
the 11th October, 1963?

(2) When is it expected this work will
commence and conclude?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) Additions for the Department of

Mathematics and Physics.
(2) Work should commence this week

and is to be completed by the 31st
January, 1964.

RAILWAY REFRESHMENT SERVICES:
FEMALE STAFF

Facilities Available for Off-duty Hours

4. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for
Railways:

Further to my question of the 5th
September. 1963, relative to faci-
lities at the Kalgoorlie railway
station for the staff of the buffet
cars, what has been the outcome
of the commissioner's re-exami-
nation of this matter?

Mr. COURT replied:

Thle commissioner determined that
a suitable room with appropriate
furnishings will be Provided for
the female staff of buffet cars
employed on the Kalgoorlie pas-
senger trains, and work is being
put in hand immediately.

RAILWAY FARES
Effect of increase on Goldftelds Workers'

Concession
5. Mr. EVANS asked the Minister foi

Railways:
Is the goldfields workers' conces-
sion rate for railway travel to bE
affected by the increased charge
to operate as from the 1st Novem.
ber? if so, in what manner?

Mr. COURT replied:
A goldfields workers' concessior
will be available as from the 181
November. 1963, as will a conces-
sion for women's and children'!
excursion fares.
A comprehensive summary of al
fares and charges as from the isi
November under the revised tele.
scopic system favouring longei
journeys will be issued this week

1922
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UNIVERSITY SENATE
Government Representatives

6. Mr. HAWKE asked the Premier:
(1) How many Government repre-

sentatives on the Senate of the
University of Western Australia
have been reappointed for further
terms during the last three years?

(2) What are the names of those rep-
resentatives, and what is the
total period to date of their mem-
bership of the University Senate?

(3) I-ow many Government repre-
sentatives on the University Sen-
ate have not been reappointed by
the Government during the last
three years?

(4) What are the names of those per-
sons, and for what total period
were they representing the Gov-
ernment on the University Sen-
ate?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) Two.
(2) Thomas George Davies-First ap-

pointed in 1950.
Charles Robert Bunning-First
appointed in 1960.

(3) One.
(4) Frederick William Simpson-Six

years.

WATER SUPPLIES
Departmental Obligations to Ratepayers

7. Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Is the Metropolitan Water Supply

Department or any other Govern-
ment water supply authority
within the State under any strict
obligation to provide clear water
to its ratepayers?

(2) If not, is it under any strict obli-
gation to supply water at all to
the ratepayers?

(3) is it under any strict obligation
to continue to supply clear water
or any water at all to ratepayers?

(4) If the answer to the foregoing
question is "No," or in effect
"No," then what obligation has
the department towards its rate-
payers?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Wild) replied:
(1) to (4) The Acts under which the

Metropolitan Water Supply De-
partment and other Government
water supply authorities operate
place no legal obligation on those
authorities to supply clear water
or even to supply water to rate-
payers.
However, every effort is made to
provide a continuous supply of
clear water.

8. This question was postponed.

FRUIT GASES
Price Increase

9. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Forests:
(2) Is he aware that the Price of

whitewooct fruit eases supplied by
the Department of Forests mill
at Ludlow has been increased?

(2) Could he give the exact amount
of the price increase?

(3) What is the reason for the price
increase?

(4) Who authorised the price in-
crease?

(5) What is the estimate this price
increase will cost the fruit-grow-
ing industry during the coming
Season?

(6) Are Price increases contemplated
by other suppliers of fruit cases?

Mr. BOVLL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) 1 bushel dump cases 2s. per

dozen.
(b) j dump cases Is. 6d. per

dozen.
(c) 4 bushel flat cases 2s. 3d. per

dozen.
These revised Ludlow prices for
whitewood cases ex mill are less
than the metropolitan prices for
white wood eases ex. mill by the
followingu amounts:-
(a) 1 bushel dump cases 5s. per

dozen.
(b) 4 dump cases is. fid. per

dozen.
(c) -. flat cases 4s. 6d. per dozen.

(3) Increased costs over the past four
years, during which no previous
increase in case prices had been
made.

(4) The Conservator of Forests.
(5) On the basis of last season's sales,

approximately 10,000 dozen cases,
it could be up to £1,000.

(6) Not known.

SCALE IN FRUIT
Increase in Fruit-growing Areas

10. Mr. DUNN asked the Minister f or
Agriculture:
(1) Are scale pests, especially Ban

Jos& scale, on the increase in our
fruit-growing areas?

Effect on Exports of Fruit
(2) What fruit-importing countries

now require a certificate that fruit
is free from scale before allowing
the importation of fruit?

(3) What percentage of the Western
Australian apple crop last season
was-
(a) rejected for scale prior to

shipping;

1923
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(b) rejected at foreign ports due
to scale infestation?

t4) Whbat additional casts were in-
curred due to rejection at foreign
ports by-
(a) growers;
(b) shippers?

Examination and Control Measures
(5) Was all export fruit examined

by fruit inspectors of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture prior to ship-
ment overseas?

(6) Is any work currently in band by
the Department of Agriculture
designed to reduce the incidence
of San Jos6 scale in apples?

(7) What sprays are recommended by
the Department of Agriculture
for use against San Josd scale in
apples and have fruit growers
generally accepted the recom-
mendations of the department?

(8) What further efforts, if any, are
contemplated by the Department
of Agriculture with a, view to es-
tablishing better control of San
Jos6 scale?

(9) Are contirol measures for San J0s4
scale the responsibility of the
Superintendent of Horticulture
or the entomologist?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) No.
Q2) The main importing countries re-

quiring phytosanitary certificates
stating that no San Jos6 scale
was found during Inspection in-
clude Germany. Sweden, France,
and Belgium. Other countries,
including the United Kingdom and
the Netherlands, do not insist on
certificates but have regulations
prohibiting the Importation of
fruit infested with San Jose scale.

(3) Particulars of the 1962-63 apple
production are not yet available.
The following percentages are in
relation to the quantity of apples
exported:-
(a) 3.8 per cent.
(b) .28 per cent.

(4) Information not available.
45) Yes.
46) Yes.
.(7) Azinphos and diazinon with ap-

propriate oil sprays. Fruit growers
generally are following the recom.
mended control measures.

48) Efforts are being continued to
find more efficient and suitable
insecticides. At the present time
new materials are under test by
the department.

(9) The recommended control meas-
ures are based on close collabora-
tion between the two officers men-
tioned.

11. This question was postponed.

TOMATO PRODUCTS
Exports

12. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What was the quantity of the

following tomato products ex-
ported to eastern States for the
year ended June, 1963-

(a) tomato Pulp;
(b) tomato paste;
(c) tomato sauce;
(d) canned tomatoes?

Imports
(2) What quantity of the following

tomato products were Imported
from the Eastern States during
the year ended June, 1963-

(a) tomato sauce;
(b) tomato juice;
(c) canned tomatoes?

Western Australian Production
(3) What was the quantity of the

following tomato products manu-
factured or preserved In Western
Australia for the year ended June,
1963-

Mr.
(1)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

tomato sauce;
tomato juice;
canned tomatoes;
tomato pulp;
tomato paste?

NALDER replied:
(a) to (d) Details of processed
tomato exports to the Eastern
States are not recorded separately
by the Deputy Commonwealth
Statistician. The figures for these
items are Included under a com-
posite item of vegetables pre-
served or partly preserved in liquid
or in pulped form. For 1962-63,
231,102 lb. valued at £15,095 were
Included under this item as being
exported to the Eastern States.

(2) (a) 1,130,704 imperial pints valuzed
at £158,342.

(b) 32.647 gallons valued at
£20,147.

(c) (I) Paste: 38,704 lb. valued at
£5,547.

(I!) Pulp or puree: 9,372 lb.
valued at £1,151.

(Iii) other preparation: 23,635
lb. valued at £1,863.
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(3) (a) to (c) and (e) As production
figures for Western Australia
reveal the details of individual
manufactures, they are not
available for publication.

(d) 17,693 cwt.

ROAD BRIDGE: CARNARVON-
BABBAGE ISLAND

Departmental Investigations, and Report
13. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) Following on the Acting Surveyor-

General's report on land develop-
ment at Carnarvon, has the Main
Roads Department made or been
requested to make a report on the
feasibility of constructing a road
bridge link between Carnarvon
and Babbage Island?

(2) If so, how far have the investiga-
tions proceeded and when is it
anticipated that a report will be
available?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Wild) replied:
(1) The Main Roads Department has

reported to the Under-Secretary
for Lands that a road bridge link
is feasible.

(2) Answered by No. (1).

CAUNARVON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Tenders for New Classrooms

14. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:

Have tenders beeii called for the
building of three new classrooms
at the Carnarvon Primary School?
If not, when will tenders be called?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Wild) replied:
Tenders have been called and one
accepted.

TEGGS CHANNEL AT CARNARVON
Vote JoT Marking

15. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:

What amount has been placed on
the Estimates this financial year
for the marking of Teggs Chan-
nel at Carnarvon?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Wild) replied:
An amount of £750 has been set
aside for this work this financial
year.

JUNIOR AND LEAVING
iCERTIFICATES

Number of Candidates and Percentage
of Passes

16. Mr, ROW]BERRY asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) What percentage of the total

number of primary school child-
ren sat for the Junior Examina-
nation in each of the past ten
years?

(2) What was the percentage of suc-
cesses?

(3) How many of the successful
students sat for the. Leaving Cer-
tificate?

(4) How many were successful?

Successful Candidates- at University

(5) How many of the students suc-
cessful in the Leaving Examina-
tion went forward to University?

(6) How many of these successfully
completed the chosen course of
studies?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) The figures below show the per-

centage of former Grade 7 prim-
ary school children who subse-
qluently sat for the Junior certi-
ficate in the following years,.-

1953-35.83.
1954-38.09.
1955-40.76.
1956-43.89.
1957-46.65.
1958-50 .9 1.
1959-53.60.
196D-55.03.
1961-58.00.
1962-60.60.

(2) The percentage of suoceea
was:-

1953-75.58.
1954-75.37.
1955-76.68.
1956-7758.
1957-76.19.
1958-77.16.
1959-74.49.
1960-7604.
1961-75.9&.
1962-73.46.

(3) The numbers sitting for the Leav-
ing certificate two years later
were:-

1955-1,100.
195 5-1280.
1957-1,452.
1958-1,772.
1959-1,877.
1960-2,141,
1961-2,391.
1962-2,363,

(4) The numbers successful were:-
1955-793.
1956--875.
1957-1,008.
1958-1,23o.
1959-1,314,
1960-1,479.
1961-1,619.
1962-1,450,

(5) and (6) This information is a
available to the Education De-.
partment.
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SHANNON RIVER MILL CLUB LAND
Ourner and Lessee

17. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister
for Lands:
(1) Who owns the land on which the

Shannon River Mill Club stands?
(2) To whom is it leased?

Club Application for Lease
(3) Has an application for a lease of

the land been made on behalf of
the club?

(4) How long ago was this applica-
cation made?

(5) What progress, if any, has been
made in the matter of the grant-
Ig of a lease to the club?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) The Shannon River Mill Club

House is situated on Reserve No.
13305, which is set apart for the
purpose of a townsite.

(2) The land is not leased.
(3) No applications for a lease have

been received, but an application
has been received from Mr. .
Brett Asplin, Solicitor, of Bridge-
town, on behalf of the club, for
a grant In fee simple.

(4) The 28th February, 1962.
(5) The application for a grant in fee

simple is still under considera-
tion.

NATIVE LAND SETTLEMENT FARMS
Reserve in Agricultural Zone

18. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Native Welfare:

Will he investigate the possibility
of having land set aside In the
agricultural zone for native land
settlement farms?

M~r. LEWIS replied:
The Native Welfare Department
already holds land as follows--

Locality Acres
At Esperance ... 19,758
At Mt. Barker --. 678
At Onowangerup ... 2,434

How soon it will be practicable to
make this available for settlement
by natives will depend on a
number of factors, including the
availability of the necessary
finance.

SHIPPING LIAISON OFFICERS
Appointment at Out ports

19. Mr. HALL asked the Premier:
Will he undertake to have active
shipping liaison officers appointed
at the outports of this State so
that closer co-operation can be

effected between shipping com-
panies and traders to facilitate
cargo bookings?

Mr. BRAND replied:
No. It is not considered that any
great benefit would be derived.
The shipping representatives are
well equipped to encourage cargo
bookings.

20. This question was poaptoned.

HIGH-PRESSURE SALESMEN
Victorian Legislation to Combat

21. Mr. D. G. MAY asked the Minister for
Labour:
(1) Is he aware that householders in

Victoria are to be given a three-
day "cooling off" period in which
to call off agreements to buy
articles on hire purchase or
terms?

(2) Is he further aware that the pro-
posed legislation is being intro-
duced to combat high-pressure
door-to-door salesmen?

(3) would he have the proposed Vic-
tor~an legislation considered with
a view to its introduction in this
State?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Wild) replied:
01) The Victorian Bill relating to door-

to-door salesmen (referred to in
The West Australian, of the 23rd
October, 1963) has not yet been
passed by the Parliament of Vic-
toria.

(2) Yes.
(3) The question of restrictions on

door-to-door salesmen is under
consideration by the Government.
Copies of the proposed Victorian
Bill have already been requested
from the authorities in Victoria
and, when received, the Bill will
be studied.
The matter will require careful
consideration. It could be unde-
sirable to have legislation which
arbitrarily imposes a delay in the
commencement of a contract and
may prove to be an interference
with the principle of freedom of
contract and thus interfere with
normal legitimate business trans-
actions.

METROPOLITAN REGION SCHEME
MAP 28

East Fremantle Resumptions
22. Mr. PLETCHER asked the Minister

for Works:
Relevant to the reply to part (1)
of question 4 of Wednesday, the
16th October, which states that
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No. 6 Canning Highway, East Fre-
mantle, was refused a subdivision
on the grounds that the land
"may" be required for public pur-
pose, i.e., Roads-

(1) Is he aware that the owner
will continue to pay high
rates upon the land for an
indefinite period without
prospect of building a new
home on same as was her
intention?

(2) Is he further aware that
owners of property immedi-
ately east of No. 6 are con-
cerned at having to pay high
rates and indulge in expen-
sive renovations on old build-
ings when at some future
stage their present security of
tenure may be disturbed as
suggested in part (4) of the
same question?

(3) Is he further aware--
(a) that Government re-

sumption policy of valua-
tion plus 10 per cent.
would be totally inade-
quate as resumption re-
imbursement for these
properties;

(b) that comparable living
accommodation could not
be acqluired adjacent to
Fremantle if property is
resumed on conditions
above?

(4) Will he undertake that these
factors will be taken into ac-
count in the event of resump-
tion?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Wild) replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) No.

(3) (a) No. Resumption policy is not
necessarily valuation plus 10
per cent, but an assessment
of compensation plus such al-
lowance for compulsory tak-
ing. and will be found to be
adequate when the time
comes for specific investiga-
tions.

(b) It remains to be seen whe-
ther reasonably comparable
living accommodation can be
obtained by dispossessed
owners.

(4) All factors appertaining to parti-
cular cases are taken into account
in the assessment of compensation
as far as they can be ascertained,
or advised by the claimant.

MOTOR VEHICLES: THEFTS,
Number in Metropolitan Area

23. Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minister'
f or Police:
(1) How many cars were stolen in the

metropolitan area for the years
ended the 30th June, 1961, 1962,
and 1963?

Offenders: Ages and Punishment
(2) How many offenders were charged

with the thefts in each of the
three periods?

(3) Of the offenders charged, how
many were under the age of 18
years in each of these periods?

(4) Of these offenders, how many
were:
(a) fined:
(b) sent to gaol;
(c) committed to institutions;
each period separately?

(5) Of offenders over 18 years, how
many were fined and how many
sent to gaol (each period separ-
ately) ?

Cost Involved in Maintain ing
Offenders

(6) Is the Government responsible for
paying the cost of maintaining
these offenders in an institution
and in gaol whilst serving their
sentences?

(7) If so, what is the cost per week
per person:
(a) in an institution;
(b) in gaol?

(8) What was the cost to the Govern-
ment for maintaining offenders
in gaol and institutions for each of
the three periods?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) 1/7/60-30/6/61-641 vehicles;

1/7/61-30/6/62-745 vehicles;
1/7/62-30/6/63-1,092 vehicles.

(2) 1/7/60-30/6/61-287 persons
charged; 103 adults, 184
juveniles.

1/7/61-30/6/62-375 persons
charged; 115 adults, 260
juveniles.

1/7/62-30/6/63-634 persons
charged, 230 adults, 404
juveniles.

(3) 1/7/60-30/6/61-184
1/7/61-30/6/62-260
1/7/62-30/6/63-404

(6)
(7)

juveniles;
juveniles;
juveniles.

Yes.
(a) Child welfare institution,

holding Persons under 18
years of age-
Approximately £10 to £12 per
week; of this up to £5 is
payable by parent or guardian
according to means.
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(b)) Cost of maintaining a person
in Fremantle Gaol is £7 10s.
per week.

(4), (5), and (8) The answer to these
questions is not readily available
as they entail considerable re-
search. The information, how-
ever will be made available at a
later date.

MOTOR VEHICLES: UNLAWFUL
POSSESSION

Minimum and Maximum Penalties
24. Mr. CROMMELIN asked the Minister

for Police:
(I) What is the minimum and maxi-

mum penalty for unlawfully,
assuming possession of a motor
vehicle-

(a) in the Children's Court;
(b) in any other court?

(2) For the years ended the 30th
June, 1961, 1962, and 1963 how
many offenders were charged In-

(a) the Children's Court;
(b) any other court;

in the -metropolitan area?

-offenders: Punishment
(3) 'In the Children's Court-

(a.) how many offenders for the
first time received the mini-
mum sentence and how many
the maximum sentence for
each of the above Periods;

0b) how many with more than one
offence received the minimum
and how many the maximum
sentence for each of the above
periods?

(4) In other courts-
(a) how many offenders for the

first time received the mini-
mum and how many the
maximum sentence;

(b) how many with more than
one offence received the mini-
mum and how many the
maximum sentence for each
of the above periods?

Iffr. CRAIG replied:
(I) Minimum penalty, 1st offence-

-imprisonment for one month or
a fine of £50. The minimum
penalty is irreducible notwith-
standing the Provision of any
Act.

Mvaximum penalty, 1st offence-
12 months' imprisonment or a
fine of £250.

Minimum penalty, 2nd or subse-
cquent offence-

Three months' imprisonment.
Irreducible in mitigation not-
withstanding the provisions of
any Act.

Maximum penalty, 2nd or subse-
quent offence-

Two years' imprisonment.
In addition to any other penalty,
the court may order compensa-
tion for any loss or damage by the
owner of the vehicles.
Disqualification of licenses-

First offence - disqualification
for 12 months.
Subsequent offence-disqualifi-
cation for two years. The
Traffic Act, section 61, also deals
With unlawful interference with
the parts or mechanism of any
motor vehicles. It is an offence
to do so-Penalty, £:50 fine, or
three months' imprisonment.

The above charges are dealt with
in courts of summary jurisdiction;.
that is, the police and children's
courts.
The following charge can only be
dealt With on indictment and
must be heard in the Criminal
Court--
Criminal Code, section SYOA-

Any person who unlawfully uses
or takes for the purpose of using
or drives or otherwise assumes
control of a vehicle as defined
in the Traffic Act without the
consent of the owner or the
person in charge thereof, is
guilty of a mlsdemeanour and
is liable to imprisonment with
hard labour for any term not
exceeding three Years.

(2) 1/7/60-30/6/61-
287 persons charged-

103 adults
184 juveniles

1/7/61-30/6/62-
375 persons charged

115 adults
260 juveniles

1/7/62-30/6/63-
834 persons charged

230 adults
404 juveniles.

(3) and (4) The answer to these
questions is not readily available
as they entail considerable re-
search. The information, how-
ever, will be made available at a
later date.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
WV. THOMAS & CO.

Takeover
Mr. BRAND (Premier): Mr. Speaker,

before proceeding with the notices
of motion, I should like to reply
to a question asked without notice
on Tuesday by the member for
Mt. Marshall in reference to take-
overs.
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The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): VerY
well.

Mr. BRAND: The reply is as follows:-
The original takeover offer for the
shares of W. Thomas & Co.
(W.A.) Ltd. (called the "Perth
company"), was made on the 20th
September, 1963, by W. Thomas
& Co. Ltd. (called the "Adelaide
company") a company incorpor-
ated in South Australia. A study
of the papers lodged with the
Registrar of Companies indi-
cates-
(1) That there is no scheme pro-

posed whereby the shares of
the Perth company, when and
if acquired by the Adelaide
company. will be transferred
to any other company or per-
son.

(2) That there has not been any
significant change in the
shareholdings of the Adelaide
company nor is such a change
projected.

However, it is believed that the
majority of the shares in the
Adelaide company are held by
other companies of which the
control may, if a third interest is
actively behind the takeover move,
have recently changed or may
soon be changed.
No information Is available locally
as to the shareholders of the com-
panies holding shares in the
Adelaide company.
It appears from recent Press re-
ports that the Adelaide company
has given notice of intention to
make a fresh offer for the shares,
or some of them, of the Perth
company. The fresh offer will,
when made, revoke the offer of the
20th September. The papers to
be lodged with the Registrar of
Companies in relation to the fresh
offer could conceivably contain
additional information pertinent
to the question.

BILLS (3): INTRODUCTION AND
FIRST READING

1. Licensing Act Amendment Bill.
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.

Brand (Premier), and read a first
time.

2. Taxi-cars (Co-ordination and Con-
trol) Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Craig (Minister f or Transport), and
read a first time.

3. Industrial Arbitration Act Amend--
went Bill (No. 2).

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr..
Brand (Premier), for Mr. Wild
(Minister for Labour), and read a
first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Mr. O'Neil, leave of

absence for two weeks granted to Mr. 1. W.
Manning (Wellington) on the ground of
ill-health,

BILLS (Z): THIRD READING
1.
2.

Vermin Act Amendment Bill.
Noxious Weeds Act Amendment Bill.
Bills read a third time, on motions

by Mr. Nalder (Minister for Agrl-
culture), and transmitted to the
Council.

ONSLOW TOWN AND PORT
Rehabilitation: Motion

Debate resumed, from the 18th Septem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr.
Bickerton:

That in the opinion of this House.
the Government should:-

(1) Reconsider the decisions made
concerning the town and port
of Onslow, namely-

(a) that It intends to dis-
continue the shipping
service to Onslow as
from July. 1964, or
when a road transport
system is established;

(b) that a townslte be es-
tablished within the
vicinity of Nanutarra
Crossing and that the
township of Onslow be
rehabilitated only to
the extent necessary to
cover the transition
Period.

(2) In view of the large sums of
money already expended In
the provision of town facilities
at Onslow such as schools,
native hostels and reserves,
communications and postal
facilities, electricity supplies,
Water supply. Government
buildings and depots, aircraft
landing facilities, weather
stations, Port facilities, medi-
cal facilities, State houses,
roads, shire council facilities,
Private buildings and invest-
ments, and bearing in mind

1929,
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the reliance placed on these
facilities by the population
of the surrounding district,
and the local development
taking place in the mineral
and fishing industries-

(a) continue a regular
shipping service to the
Port of Onslow and re-
investigate the rein-
statement of adequate
jetty facilities, utilising
the remaining jetty
section;

(b) without further delay
rehabilitate the town of
Onslow by rebuilding
damaged Government 'buildings and cyclone-
proofing of all Govern-
ment buildings against
future cyclonic disturb-
ances;

(c) ensure the provision of
a cyclone-proof shelter
or shelters for local
and/or itinerant people
during cyclones;

(d) take the necessary
steps to move any
buildings now built on
areas susceptible to
flooding from the sea,
and ensure that all
future construction is
only permitted on land
considered not susep-
tible to such flooding.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
the North-West) [4.57 p.m.]: I rise to
speak to the motion and to oppose it. I
consider it should be defeated because,
firstly it is unnecessary; and, secondly, in
the light of events that have taken place,
and are taking place at the present time,
It is not a fair indication of the attitude
of the Government towards Onslow. In
fact, I can only suggest that the honour-
able member has confused some of the
findings and recommendations of the com-
mittee as against the actual decisions that
have been made by the Government in
the matter.

Perhaps the best way to put the matter
In its correct perspective is to read a copy
of a letter dated the 15th May, 1963, that
31 wrote to the Shire Clerk of the Ash-
burton Shire Council, Mr. Proctor, follow-
tug a Cabinet decision; because this was,
in fact, for all practical purposes, the
actual text of the Cabinet decision and
quite clearly set out what Cabinet intended
after its consideration of the committee's
report, and alter visits to the spot by my-
self and other people.

The Minister for Works made a visit
there, and I made a personal visit and
had discussions both in the town and in
the Nanutarra district. This was the letter
I wrote to Mr. Proctor:-

Dear Mr. Proctor,
Yesterday, Cabinet made a decision

regarding Onslow following very care-
ful consideration of all the points
raised by your Shire, those who saw
me when I visited Onslow with the
Administrator, Mr. McGuigan, on
Sunday, 6th May, and others who
have made representations to the Gov-
ernment following the release of the
report and recommendations of an
interdepartmental committee of senior
officers.

Cabinet decided that:
(1) The State Shipping Service to

Onslow should terminate on a
date to be decided after a
review of all factors includ-
ing-

(a) road building timetable;
and

(b) organisation of an
adequate road trans-
port service.

(2) A new road be developed in-
land to cross the Ashburton
River in the vicinity of the
Nanutarra crossing with the
object of this road-

(a) serving more stations
than the present coast
road;

(b) remaining open for
longer periods in wet
conditions than the
present coast road;

(c) connecting to other
road systems in the
area.

(3) A new townsite be selected
on this route and planned in
conjunction with a pro-
gramme to establish ample
supplies of suitable water to
serve a town of this type.

There will be no Govern-
ment transfer of buildings or
establishment of Government
services at the new townsite
beyond its actual selection
and survey, and the provision
of sufficient water unless
future developments warrant
such transfers.

Development of the town-
site will be determined by the
demand for sites. Initially it
is foreshadowed that there
will be very limited demand
for sites and possibly re-
stricted to the Road House

1930
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type service station, transport
depots and the like. The
growth will follow in logical
sequence as the needs are
demonstrated.

(4) A total survey be made im-mediately of the Onslow
buildings to determine-

(a) those which will be re-
dundant;

(b) those which need and
warrant rehabilitation
to cyclone proof stan-
dards;

(c) what should be done
with redundant build-
ings owned by the Gov-
ernment or which do
not warrant rehabili-
tation;

(d) to enlist the co-opera-
tion of the Shire Coun-
cil to have appropriate
action taken in respect
of privately owned
buildings.

(5) An assessment be made of the
essential service needs of
Onslow and district such as
schools, hospitals, native wel-
fare, water supply and power,
to determine what is neces-
sary to rehabilitate and main-
tain these at a reasonable
standard for the needs of
Onslow following the with-
drawal of the State Shipping
Service.

(6) The coast road route be
maintained at a reasonable
standard.

(7) The whole position of Onslow
in particular and the Ash-
burton district in general be
kept under review with special
regard to-

(a) the changing road and
transport pattern; and

(b) the mining towns, port
towns, transport and
port plans of iron ore
project companies.

The target date for the
withdrawal of the State Ship-
ping Service and the estab-
lishment of a properly organ-
ised road transport service is
the 1st July, 1964. This will
be arranged by the W.A. De-
partment of Transport. As
you know, a lot of research
has been done on the ques-
tion of transport in the North
by a special committee
and the Department of

Transport will have the bene-
fit of this research in exam-
ining the best method of
handling the transport in the
Ashburton area.

It is not proposed to build
the hospital on the same elab-
orate scale as was currently
being undertaken at the
time of the cyclone and the
Minister for Health has the
question of the future medi-
cal requirements of the dis-
trict well in hand.

I think you will agree that
the Government has ap-
proached the matter in a
very understanding way.
These decisions are never easy
to make because there are al-
ways conflicting views and
conflicting interests. However,
the decision made causes the
minimum dislocation, ensures
a better road system for the
Ashburton district and will
enable the future administra-
tive requirements of the Ash-
burton district to be deter-
mined in the light of future
developments including the
effect of the iron ore projects
to take place in the near
future.

It is expected that by the
end of this year we will have
a much clearer picture of the
location and nature of devel-
opment that will be under-
taken by the several iron ore
projects.

If you have any specific
queries on which You seek in-
formation, do not hesitate to
get in touch with me.

I would like to thank your
Shire President, yourself and
others for the courtesy re-
ceived by Mr. Mcfluigan, my-
self and Mr. Pedersen of the
Main Roads Department
when we were at Onslow, on
Sunday, 5th May-

I submit that that letter set out a very
careful, responsible, and thoughtful ap-
proach by the Government to the prob-
lems on Otislow. There was nothing man-
datory or arbitary about it. There was
no question of a death sentence, which
the honourable member said had been
Passed on Onslow. It was a clear indication
to the people of Onslow that the Gov-
erment was mindful of their concern, and
that no decision would be made preci-
pitously to cause unnecessary hurt and in-
convenience. In fact all the actions of the
Government, right throughout the cyclone
period, and since, have been along these
lines.
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Any member who is in contact with
the shire council will find it will be the
first to admit that the Government had
handled this matter in a most sympathetic
and understanding way. To complete the
record I feel I should read the reply I re-
ceived from the shire clerk of the Ash-
burton Shire Council which, for reasons
the letter explains, was not sent until the
30th August. It states--

Subject: State Shipping Service-v-
Road Transport: I thank you for letter
dated the 15th May, 1963-

That is the one I have just read to the
Chamber. To continue-

and sincere apologies for this late
acknowledgement are offered because
two earlier meetings were occupied
completely with interviews and nego-
tiations direct with Transport Enquiry
Committee and others.

Following careful consideration
given to your letter yesterday this
council resolved that you be advised
as follows:-

I emphasise the next comments by the
shire council which are-

1, My council agrees with your sug-
gestion that the Government has ap-
proached the matter in a very under-
standing way. However two para-
graphs within 'The Report on the Ons-
low Situation-February, 1963' are not
factual, and thus may influence a
Government decision to withdraw the
shipping service from Onslow pre-
maturely and without justification.
The paragraphs in question read-

The letter goes on. and I quote the appro-
priate paragraphs which are as follows:-

"Except for seasonal conveni-
ences (Principally wool) 50% of
the Ashburton pastoralists do not
support the shipping service and
would prefer road transport. "

"There is an absence of general
support by the pastoralists for the
service and amenities at Onslow."

and
2. Both paragraphs were circular-
ised at 30th July, last to all pastoral-
ists, together with the question 'Do
you support withdrawal of the State
Shipping Service from this Ashburton
District?' Their replies comprise 'Yes'
(in favour) 2. and 'No' (against) 18,
and five have not replied.
3. Furthermore statistics of freights
do not reflect the total amount of im-
ports and exports available to the
ishipping service. It is unfair to classi-
fy the use of road transport as being
'Preferred' when shipping space and/
or loading facilities were not avail-
able. With minor exceptions the use
of road transport during recent years
was made compulsory because there
was no alternative.

The letter continues to deal with the con-
ditions in regard to the proposal for the
withdrawal of the State Shipping Service:
which I think I should read. They are ai
follows:-

4. Your letter states the target date
for withdrawal of the State Shipping
Service and the establishment of v
properly organised road transport ser-
vice is the 1st July, 1964. It appear!
therefore the date set for withdraws'
of the Shipping Service coincides witr
construction only, and, without pro-
per consolidation of the road.

This programme is, without doubt
too hasty, and invites serious reper-
cussions affecting both the Govern-
went and local residents.
5. Therefore this council suggests-

(a) construction of the Nanutarrg
Road and/or The Coastal High.
way, and survey of a smMV
townsite if j ustified by ti
status developed by the Nanu-
tarra Road, should receive firsi
consideration with the Coastal
Highway receiving preference;

(b) both junctions with the exist.
ing Coastal Highway be sign-
posted indicating 'through road
Carnarvon-Roebourne' whereb3
motor drivers (who desire thE
shorter route) may use the
Nanutarra. Road and thus assisi
with its consolidation;

(c) port facilities and shipping ser-
vice at Onslow be improved tc
cater adequately for ALL car-
goes both imports and exports;

(d) establishment of an organised
road transport should be defer-
red until such time that a re-
duced patronage of the ship-
ping service indicates a sub-
stantial preference for road
transport, and a reliable road
from Carnarvon is available
preferably via existing Coastal
Highway.

6. Many serious interruptions tc
the passage of transport vehicle5
North from Carnarvon occurred dun-
ing both this and recent years. With-
out sea transport being available ver3
serious chaos and hardship must have
occurred, therefore considerable im-
provements are necessary before thE
Government is advised by the MaiW
Roads Department that the road iq
suitable for a properly organised road
transport service.

I trust the importance of this prob-
lem will excuse my trespassing at this
length upon Your time, which I think
is necessary because all councillors
and majority of residents are con-
cerned the Government should be ad-
vised of all factors when considering
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a decision of vital
citizens residing and
Part of North-West

importance to
working in this
Australia.

If members analyse those two letters
they will see that the Government set
out very clearly the result if its de-
liberations on the committee's report in
respect of the future of Onslow; and the
council has acknowledged that in this
matter the Government has approached
the question in an understanding manner.

We were very conscious of the fact that
people in any district are a little touchy,
and a little apprehensive, when anything
is done to alter the status quo. It is true
that during the cyclone period many of
the residents expressed an intention to
leave the district for good; but we did
not allow this to influence our Judgment
in the matter, because we appreciated that
in a period of stress and strain it is only
natural that people should react with a
degree of emotion.

The Government was, however, consider-
ing the future of Onslow in an entirely
different atmosphere from that. We were
considering it in a calmer atmosphere,
following a report of senior and respon-
sible officers; and following a. study of it
by two Ministers, and after discussions
with the local people. The Government
has not acted precipitously in the matter.
I think it could be fairly said that all
local people-perhaps with the exception
of the local member-will acknowledge
that the Government has been very care-
ful in the handling of this very difficult
problem.

In his speech the honourable member
made very serious allegations against
some officers whom we regard as being
very reliable people. These are men who,
I think with only one exception, have
served a number of Governments very con-
scientiously, and very well. When speak-
ing to the motion the honourable member
said-

I cannot help but feel that most of
the deliberations of that committee
and of the experts involved were
directed along the lines of finding
reasons for the extinction of Onslow
and its Port rather than finding
reasons for Its existence.

Of course that is quite unfair, because
these gentlemen had a task to do, and
they approached it with a degree of con-
scientiousness which I think was com-
mendable.

They were examining this matter after
the actual cyclone period, and therefore
they would not consider it in a highly
charged emotional atmosphere, which
would have prevailed bad they taken their
evidence only during the cyclone period.
I think an examination of the list of the
members of the committee would reveal
to the older members of the Chamber, any-
how-or to the more experienced ones--

that these men have been trusted by suc-
cessive Governments to undertake work of
this kind because of their impartiality.

My own opinion is that these officers
would probably make a very objective ap-
proach to the problem; an approach
divorced from any political and other con-
siderations, than either, say, the Govern-
ment itself, or the people of the town,
would make. This would be so because
they would be divorced from all the nor-
mal reactions that follow consideration of
these matters. In the main I think they
would endeavour to place themselves in
a position of independence, and to weigh
up the conflicting views of the people of
the district; because it must be acknow-
ledged that there are people in the area
with widely differing views.

It is not unusual in any community to
have a divided opinion as to what is de-
sirable and necessary for a district. We
get a partisan view at any time and in
any place, and it is therefore the duty
of the Government to find ways and means
of assessing what is in fact the fair view;
to evaluate as objectively as possible the
views of both parties.

I must admit that the questionnaire
which the member for the district read
out to the House was, to say the least,
a loaded one. It posed the question in
such a manner-as has also been explained
in the shire council's letter-that it would
have been well nigh Impossible to find
anyone who would vote against it.

Mr. H. May: Why do you always adopt
this attitude of suggesting that the hon-
ourable member said this?

Mr. COURT: I have not suggested any-
thing. I have only stated what he said.
If members can recall the speech made
by the member for Pilbara they will know
that it was charged with a high degree of
cynicism. I do not want to refer to that
aspect, because the honourable member is
not here tonight; and that makes it all
the more difficult to reply to a motion of
this kind.

Mr. Kelly: Who was the author of the
questionnaire?

Mr. COURT: The Shire Council. The
question was: "Do you support withdrawal
of the State Shipping Service from the
Ashburton district?' I ask members: If
they were pastoralists in that district-
regardless of whether they were support-
ing and advocating road transport-how
would they reply to such a question? It
is the old story of what we have we want
to hold; whether we use it or not is an-
other matter. Members know that when
we store things up at home we hang on
to them in case we need them. We rarely
sit down and examine objectively whether
we need them or not.

When we ask pastoralists a question like
that we would surely receive the reply,
"No; we do not want it withdrawn. We
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may need it some day," irrespective of
the fact that a number of them might
not use the State Shipping Service as a
normal medium of transport. That has
been evidenced more and more by a fact
to which I will refer in a few minutes.
What primary producer-be he pastoralist
or agriculturalist-would, in answer to a
questionnaire of that kind say, "I want a
particular medium of transport with-
drawn;" irrespective of whether he uses it
or not?

At this point I think I should refer to
the cleavage of opinion in the district as
to the future form of transport. It is im-
portant to refer to a deputation which I
received on the 14th March, 1961. It
comprised of the following:-

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise, M.L.C.
Mr. A. W. Bickerton, M.L.A.
Mr. E. Lee Steere, President of the

Pastoralists and GrazierS' Asso-
ciation.

Mr. W. Butcher, Vice President of the
Pastoralists and Graziers' Asso-
ciation.

Mr. MW. Forrest, Mr. Patterson, Mr.
Barrett Lennard, Mr. N. Clark-
Members of the Pastoralists and
Graziers' Association.

It is well known, particularly by mem-
bers representing the north, that this
deputation confronted the Minister with a
very embarrassing situation. It is a situa-
tion which happened only the once, and
I do not think it will happen again. I
found the deputation to be evenly divided,
and half of the members sat on one side
of the table, while the other half sat op-
posite. Unfortunately they had not been
able to reach agreement before they saw
me. Those on the right-hand side said
they were in favour of all the money be-
ing invested in roads inland, and no money
should be spent on the rehabilitation of
the port. The other half were as empha-
tic in saying that they wanted the port
to be rehabilitated.

In a case like that, the Minister is vir-
tually put on a spot, because he has to be
an arbitrator of a deputation which would
normally be stressing a particular point of
view. In this case the Government could
find no other alternative than to keep the
port open, but to operate it on a lighter
basis rather than to close it completely.
In this way the sea contact for the area
was maintained, and the Government
took action to ensure that the People were
not prejudiced so far as costs were con-
cerned. That was the only effective come-
promise that could be reached in the cir-
cumstances.

Since then there has been a certain
amount of feeling amongst some of the
pastoralists who felt they had not been
adequately represented on that deputation;
but I do not need to go into that aspect.

Suffice to say this deputation of responsible
people was divided fifty-fifty on the future
of the transport media for the district.

The member for Pilbara reacted rather
sharply to my reference to road transport,
and a possible ban on it. This was a
matter I discussed with the local people
in Onslow when they were seeking ways
and means of probably ensuiing that more
traffic was made available to the State
Shipping Service if an arrangement could
be made whereby some jetty facilities were
established, so that ships could berth and
handle their cargo direct from the wharf
on to the ships. I had to make it clear
that the only way I could ensure the
maximum tonnage of cargo was trans-
ported on the ships of the State Shipping
Service was by imposing some form of
road transport ban, but the Government
was not prepared to initiate such a move.

We said that if such a ban was to be
imposed, the local people would have to
initiate the move as a request by the dis-
trict to ensure greater loading on State
ships, and thereby make a stronger case-
although not an irrefutable case-for the
establishment of some jetty facilities to
enable ships to berth and handle cargo
in a more efficient way. The local people
said they did not think they would be pre-
pared to initiate such a ban.

I do not suggest for one moment there
should be a ban for the whole of the area
north of the 26th parallel, because it is
basic to the Road Transport Co-ordination
Act that movement north of the 26th
parallel be free of control; but movement
out of the area north of the 26th parallel
to the area below it, and movement from
south of the 26th parallel into the area
north is subject to control. Members, par-
ticularly those representing the north, are
aware of the reason for that.

I was asking the local people to initiate.
if they wanted to build a case for the
rehabilitation of the jetty at Onslow, some
action which would fortify the impositon
of a ban by the Government for the Ash-
burton district, as a means of directing
more traffic to the port of Onslow. We are
sufficiently mature in these matters to
realise that the shire council would be
battling to get agreement from its rate-
payers for such a proposal. Likewise, the
shire council accepted the fact that it
could hardly expect the Government to
initiate something which was very difficult
to negotiate amongst the people them-
selves.

It is quite unfair to expect the Govern-
ment to come in heavy handed in this
matter and impose a ban on the Ashburton
district, which does not prevail for other
parts of the north; because the fact is
that the Transport Board is receiving
applications all the time, and considerable
pressure in representations is being ex-
erted, for more and more road transport

1934
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permits
taking
parallel

to be issued for the purpose of
goods from south of the 26th
into the area north.

It was because of this situation that a
very strong committee spent months work-
ing in the area and discussing with the
people and the local authorities the Pros
and cons of transport, to determine how
far the Transport Board would have to
go in either easing up. or tightening up,
on the issue of these permits, because the
present position is affecting the State
Shipping Service, and we cannot have it
both ways.

There is a tendency for more and more
people to press for freight of a special kind
to go from south of the 26th parallel to
the north of It without restriction, where
a permit is normally required. As soon as
such people obtain a permit they say,"Here we have an empty truck going back.
We want to make use of it to transport
goods. Going back empty would be an
economic waste."

Mr. D. G. May: At the moment that
applies everywhere in the State.

Mr. COURT: It does; and pressure is
being exerted all the time for the issue of
permits. The Transport Board has to
show a great degree of strength ii' this
matter, in order to keep it under control,
so that some protection is provided for
the main system of transport in the south.
There are services to the north, pa~rticu-
larly the Gascoyne service, which have to
be protected as road services. The Gas-
coyne road service enjoys the same pro-
tection in respect of Carnarvon, as do the
railway system and some road services in
the south, and for good reason; because
it is important for the Transport Board
to ensure there is a stable and reliable
form of transport into the Gascoyne area
for the transportation of the produce from
Carnarvon. As the member for the district
knows, scarcely a week passes without
somebody pressing for a special permit in
that particular area for road transport
moving to the areas north of the Gascoyne.

For that reason we have not taken any
special action in connection with the Ash-
burton district; and to the best of my
knowledge the Transport Board deals with
all requests for road transport permits,
moving into and out of the area north of
the 26th parallel, on the merits of each
case, having regard for urgency and
special circumstances; and, of course, for
the basic consideration of established ser-
vices-be they Gascoyne Traders operat-
ing to Carnarvon, or the State Shipping
Service operating to other Ports.

I agree with the suggestion of the mem-
ber for Pilbara that the ideal system would
be to have a very strong road system
radiating from the Ports to the hinter-
land, so that the Ports would be used in
their proper function. But I am afraid
that the inroads of road transport are

Such it would be well nigh impossible to
impose all the restrictions that would be
necessary to ensure that such a system
worked, even to a reasonable degree.

I submit that the record of the Govern-
ment in respect of the situation at Onslow
is such that it cannot be implied the
Government has been indifferent to the
future of that town. The Government has
carried out a survey of the buildings, and
discussions are about to take place with
the shire council to give it the benefit
of the advice and experience of the archi-
tectural officers who have examined those
buildings, so that unnecessary damage can
be avoided in the future if this town is
struck by a cyclone, as it will be one day
because it is situated in the cyclonic belt.

The Government has stated a target date
for the State Shipping Service, but has
always made it clear that the date is not
a mandatory one, or one which cannot be
moved. The Government has done what
it said it would do in connection with an
alternative townsite. It has carried out
a survey, and has taken steps to find
suitable supplies of water. The townsite
under consideration is not at Nanutarra
Crossing; there was some doubt at the
time that we would establish a potential
new townsite right at Nanutarra Crossing.

We tried to make it clear to the local
People that surveys would be undertaken
by the Lands Department and by geolo-
gists seeking water supplies to find the
most suitable Place on this inland road
for a site. I think the more likely town-
site is at Mt. Minnie, adjacent to the
Peedamullah-Barradale Road and the On-
slow-Meekatharra Road.

Mr. Hawke: How many miles would
Onslow be from that site?

Mr. COURT: I forget the exact dis-
tance.

Mr. Hawke: Would it be 50 or 100 miles?
Mr. COURT: Less than 50 miles, if I

had to make a guess. I have not seen
this Place from the ground myself: I have
only just been advised of the site. One
of the conditions laid down for the loca-
tion of a townsite is that it be Placed
logically, having regard to established road
Systems. Initially we foreshadowed that
the only people likely to go there were
those who Would establish a roadhouse
type of installation for passing motorists
and for People operating transport. Prob-
ably there would follow logical develop-
menit from the establishment of a trans-
Port depot. The more conveniently the
site was located to a road junction, the
more logical it would be as a townsite.

We have endeavoured to seek ways and
means of stimulating the economy of this
district, not only in respect of Onslow,
but in respect of the general economy of
the Ashburton district. Further evidence
of the fact that the Government is inter-
ested in this area is that it has encouraged
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B.H.P. in its work there. This company
is seeking a port site to handle the trans-
port of its ore deposits. The company
has done a lot of work in this area to
establsh that a port for bulk loading, as
distinct from ordinary loading, would be
feasible near the town of Onslow. if this
were to happen, all the Problems of On-
slow would be resolved.

The type of port required for bulk load-
ing, the size of it, and the magnitude of
the expenditure involved would be such
that everything would be constructed to
guard against the dangers of cyclones,
through a form of construction for bulk
loading facilities which would make them
-almost cyclone-proof. The benefits of such
a project to the town of Onslow and to
the district would be enormous.

Arrangements have been made with the
Royal Australian Navy for the vessel
Barcoo, whilst engaged in survey work
from the Cape Lambert area to the deep
water and to Depuch Island, to make a
sweep down towards Onslow. It will not
be possible for this vessel to undertake
a complete survey of these waters, but as
a result of our request the Royal Aus-
tralian Navy has undertaken to make a
sweep when the Barcoo is on its way
back after having made the main survey,
to ascertain whether there are insurmount-
able navigational difficulties in getting
across the continental shelf to the Onslow
area.

If this survey proves to be encouraging
it will be comparatively easy for us to
arrange in the next suitable season for
it to be followed up by surveys by local
ships, or by vessels of the Royal Australian
Navy. It is not easy, or course, to arrange
these things with the naval service; but,
ultimately, before large vessels can use
the waters in this area they need accurate
charts which are acceptable to world
authorities. The Royal Australian Navy
is one such acceptable authority, and there
are other hydrographers which are equally
acceptable. Ships, such as the Gun pa
Din, fitted with a special type of naviga-
tional aid, would be acceptable. The
main thing is to have the survey under-
taken by a reputable authority which in-ternational authorities and masters of
ships are prepared to accept.

It will be realised that the big vessels
which will be using this area eventually
will have to be assured of a safe and quick
passage over the continental shelf to the
deep water. In some places this contin-
ental shelf can extend 30 to 50 miles out-
wards, and the masters of big ships can-
not be expected to bring their vessels into
the port unless they know that, in the
event of a cyclone warning, they would be
able to get out to sea without difficulty.
It would not be reasonable to expect the
master of a 40,000 to 50,000 ton bulk loader
to take that risk; and that is why we have

encouraged B.H.P. with their work and ar-
ranged with the Navy for this preliminary
sweep to give ant indication as to whet-her
there are any insurmountable difficulties.

A further demonstration of the Govern-
ment's sincerity of purpose so far as Ons-
low is concerned, and evidence of its de-
sire to look at this in an understanding
and sympathetic way, is the fact that we
are going on with the increased power
unit for Onslow. There was a power unit
under order at the time of the cyclone. I
think it was a 100 k.w. unit. Now we have
authorised the purchase of this to con-
tinue, and its installation to take place,
so that the town will have ample power
resources: because we acknowledge that
one of the fundamentals of good living
in a town like this is to have ample power
supply. Surely the fact that the Govern-
ment has agreed to go on with the power
unit is an indication of its sincerity of
purpose in the matter.

The question of the inland road is one
which could be considered even independ-
ently of the future of Onslow, because it
would be very difficult to find even one
Ashburton pastoralist opposed to the con-
cept of the Inland road. When we an-
nounced that we were going on with the
road at Nanutarra Crossing, we made It
clear that we would maintain the coastal
road at a. reasonable standard. If members
studied the letter from the shire council
they would realise that the council accepts
this as desirable in the interests of Ash-
burton. It is a shorter route to the north,
and certainly bypasses Onslow, but it
will be, when developed, a much safer
road.

After the worst of the floods-and I
should say during the floods--the Main
Roads Department took quick action to
get its engineers aloft in aircraft to have
aL look. at the general area, especially where
the roads were constructed, at the most
dangerous and difficult time. If members
look at the maps that have been drawn
following these very severe floods, which
were as bad as we would ever expect to get
and provide for, they would see it is very
obvious, even to a layman, that the narrow
point at which to cross the river is ob-
viously at Nanutarra.

There seemed to have been some local
understanding, until the main roads en-
gineer-Mr. Pederson-put their minds at
rest on the point, that the river could
be crossed at Nanutarra. with a simple
type of crossing or bridge. However, on
the Sunday morning I saw the local pas-
toralists--at the house of Mr. Paterson-
Mr. Pederson explained in very simple
language that although it was the narrow-
est part of the flood, it was still a very
wide piece of land to be crossed. I think
the road would have to be protected for
something lie three miles in that area to
make sure there was a good crossing.
Nevertheless, it is quite apparent from the
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pictures taken during the floods that of
All the Places along the Ashburton where
the river could be crossed, Nanutarra
Crossing would be the best and easiest.
Therefore, it has loomed high in the plan-
ning Of the Main Roads Department as
the logical Place at which to be able to
build an inland road.

I think most people in the Ashburton
have accepted the fact that a road across
Nanutarra Crossing, far inland from the
present coastal road, would be in the
best interests of the district. It also has
the advantage that a road in that area
would serve many stations. At Present
the coastal road is on the fringe of all
the stations, and it therefore follows that
it serves fewer stations. Consequently,
one can understand the agitation of those
with stations further inland and their de-
sire to have this Nanutarra Crossing road
developed, not only to connect up with
other road systems, but to give them a
better and more comprehensive road
transport service.

The honourable member referred to
costs and freight and compared road
transport with that provided by the State
Shipping Service. With respect, I suggest
that the comparison made on page 1137
of Mansard is not the one that should be
made. I would assume that it would be
cheaper to move freight by sea for a
distance of this kind-it is many hundreds
of miles--and win hands down, unless
charges at either end were excessive. But
in assessing the costs of moving freight
by road from the metropolitan area com-
Pared with moving it by sea, one has to
take into account the terminal charges-
and these can be very heavy.

As I read the costs listed by the honour-
able member on page 1137 Of Mfansard of
the 18th September, they only set out the
actual Costs directly related to shipping;
that is, shipping charges on, shipping
charges off, and the freight. But there
are two very severe charges which have
to be taken into account, and these are
the cost of getting the goods from, say, a
warehouse or premises removed from Fre-
mantle, to the ship; and the cost of getting
the goods from the Port of Onslow out
to the station.

If the goods were moved by road-and
Particularly if there were an inland road-
they would go direct from the Point of
consignment in Perth, the metropolitan
area, or any other Part of the State, to the
station, assuming that it was a reasonable
load, which would be anything from a
third of the load to a full load. Therefore,
in considering these costs to thc Pastor-
alist, one has to take into account the
full cost. I think that is a factor which is
influencing many pastoralists to switch
over to road transport if they can get a
permit to go in and out of the area north
of the 26th parallel.

When considering the honourable mem-
ber's motion and the information advanced
by him, it is most important that we
take into account the full cost to the
pastoralist, or any other person, not only
of getting the goods from Fremantle to
Onslow by ship, but also the cost of getting
them into the port of Fremantle. and from
Onslow out to the station.

A suggestion was made that we should
do something to the existing jetty. I am
assured by the Public Works Department
that this would be completely impractic-
able without excessive cost. I understand
there are some complications from pre-
vious cyclones and these affect the re-
construction of the end of the present
jetty. It was suggested that we could,
without going out further to sea, select
a part along the remaining structure and
put something in the nature of a "T"
head on this jetty, which would allow
small state ships to use it. I am assured
that the cost of doing that would be pro-
hibitive, having regard for the potential
tonnages which could be expected at the
port under the present transport methods.

I do not think there are any other points
on which I wish to touch. I have endeav-
oured to explain that, as set out In the
Cabinet minute, there was no death sen-
tence Passed on Onslow.

Mr. Tonkin: Not much!

Mr. COURT: Cabinet has faced up to
the realities of the situation and speci-
fically referred to the fact that the whole
situation would be kept under review. We
are hopeful that by December we will see
more clearly what will happen with some
of the companies investigating iron ore
deposits. This situation could completely
change the whole economic atmosphere
of Ashburton and the township of Onslow.

The honourable member asked for a fair
go, with a capital "F". That is exactly
what the Government is trying to give the
people of Onslow. I think that in all the
actions we have taken, the people of
Onslow have been able to see the Govern-
ment has not been precipitous. It has not
said that the State Shipping Service must
terminate on a certain date or that the
road transport is to commence on a cer-
tain date. There are target dates. It has
undertaken to have the matter thoroughly
examined before a final decision is made,
and such decision will be made in the light
of all the best information available to
us with full regard for the needs of this
town: of 'the People who live in the town;
and, more particularly, of the district of
Ashburton. I Oppose the motion.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [5.40
P.m.]: I gave an undertaking to the mem-
ber for the area to support his motion
in his absence. Apart from fulfilling that
undertaking. I believe it is desirable that
I should comment on the motion because
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Onslow is, af ter all, connected with Fre-
mantle by ship and I am anxious that con-
nection should be maintained.

I am concerned that road transport
should in any way be permitted to make
inroads into the State Shipping Service.
At this point I would like to read to mem-
bers some questions which the member
for Pilbara asked on my behalf, and the
answers given. They appear in the Votes
and Proceedings of the Legislative As-
sembly for Wednesday, the 25th Septem-
ber, 1963, as follows:-

6.-Transport-Road Cargo to Darwin.
Mr. Bickerton, pursuant to notice,

asked the Minister for Transport,-
(1) Is it a fact that cargo is being

transported by road from
Premantle to Darwin via Alice
Springs?

(2) If so, what quantity is in-
volved?

(3) What efforts are being made
to have this cargo carried by
State ships?

Mr. Craig replied,-
(1) and (2) I am not aware of

any such transport as inter-
state transport is not subject
to transport control and no
records are available as to
quantities which may be car-
ried.

(3) Answered by (1) and (2).
7.-Transport-Public Works Mate-

rials to North-West.
Mr. Bickerton, pursuant to notice,

asked the Minister for the North-
West-

(1) Is it a fact that jetty piles
and Public Works Depart-
ment materials are being
transported to Carnarvon by
road?

(2) If so, why are these materials
not carried by State Ships?

Mr. Court replied-
(1) only in the case of urgently

needed supplies for which
transport cannot be arranged
by State shipping.

(2) Answered by (1).
I read those questions not to indicate that
I was personally curious in regard to this
matter but to demonstrate why those in
Fremantle are interested. Members can
appreciate that the seamen's union is
vitally concerned, as are all those living
in Fremantle. because of the impact on
the town's economy if road transport takes
over the work that was previously done
by State ships.

Having read the various parts of the
motion of the member for Pilbara, I see
nothing but merit in them. I 'will not
read the motion in its entirety but merely

that relevant to the townsitc. The hon-
ourable member suggests that reconsidera-
tion be given to the following decision:-

(bU that a townsite be established
within the vicinity of Nanutarra
Crossing and that the township
of Onslow be rehabilitated only
to the extent necessary to cover
the transition period.

I suggest to the Minister that the cost
of installation of facilities at Nanutarra.
could be well spent in Onslow. The cost
of an all-weather wharf would not be pro-
hibitive. Whilst I have great respect for
the ability of the Public Works Depart-
ment, I do suggest that before that depart-
mnent indulges in expenditure at Nanutarra
crossing, consideration should be given to
the provision of a land-backed berth; or.
alternatively, a groyne running parallel
with the coast behind which State ships
could moor for the off-loading of freight.
At least the terrific cyclones could not blow
away portion of the mainland; nor could
they blow away a groyne that was estab-
lished parallel to the coast.

Those of us who have travelled up and
down our coastline are aware that there
are huge amounts of stone that could be
quarried for the purpose of constructing
such a groyne: and, as I said before, if it
is considered too costly to build another
timber wharf at Onslow, the Minister and
the Government could give consideration
to the points I have raised and provide a
land-backed berth; or, alternatively, a
groyne behind which the State ships could
shelter-a groyne made of stone; and cyc-
lones could not blow away such a facility.

Another fear that enters not only my
mind, as the member for Fremantle, but
also the minds of other people in the Fre-
mantle area, including the seamen, is that
the private shipping lines operating in
those parts could ultimately take over the
business that is now done by the State
Shipping Service, and slowly further in-
trude into the work carried out by the
State ships. They could do that until such
time as the State Shipping Service was
run down to the extent that it could easily
be acquired by the private shipping lines
that are operating along our coast. That
fear is ever present in the minds of many
people in Fremantle, and many members
on this side of the House 'who have seen
takeovers of Government instrumentali-
ties by private enterprise. In effect, it is
the fear that a taxpayer's asset may be
taken over as a consequence of the run-
ning down of the State Shipping Service.

The Minister mentioned that the vari-
ous primary producers of the area have
expressed their opinions on this matter.
Well, so did the member for the area, and
he showed that the majority of the pas-
toralists of that area 'were in favour of the
retention of State ships.



[Wednesday, 23 October. 1963.] 1939

I do not wish to be provocative, but I
would like to say this to the Government
and to the House: that it would be of in-
terest to note the reaction of the Govern-
ment if a member of the Government were
the member for the area. I think the Gov-
ernment would then have regard first for
political expediency, and would reconsider
the attitude it has adopted in respect of
Onislow.

The reason I consider that I can speak
with some knowledge of the area is that
I worked in and around Marble Bar, and
at Bamboo Creek, and I know that the road
transport freight charges meant that
articles at Bamboo Creek cost twice as
much as the same articles in Perth. The
Present member for Mt. Hawthorn can bear
me out in what I say, because he was in
the area at the time of which I am speak-
ing-1938-39; and if what I have said ap-
Plied then, it applies equally today.

I have given the Minister a Practical
demonstration of the effect of road trans-
Port f reight costs on the sale Price of
articles. I pose this question: Is that to
be repeated as a consequence of road
transport in the area? The Minister as-
serts that it Is economically necessary to
shut down Onslow because of the cost of
re-establishing the facilities and because
the business in the area does not justify
the rebuilding of the Wharf. The Minis-
ter, however, does not close the railways
because of the current loss.

Mr. Rowberry: Don't put that idea into
his head!

Mr. FLETCHER: How can the Minister
justifiably say that the State Shipping Ser-
vice will not run in the future to the
Onslow, area because of the cost? I have
submitted that road transport is not an
alternative, because of the exorbitant
freights that are charged.

Mr. Court: The Onslow decision is not
related entirely to the economics.

Mr. FLETCHER: I sincerely hope not.
But the Minister gave that impression, and
I have attempted to show that road trans-
port costs to the area at the period with
which I was dealing were prohibitive, and
could be so again. The State Shipping Ser-
vice gives a good service to the area, and I
am endeavouring to see that it be retained.

Those pastoralists the Minister men-
tioned as being in favour of road trans-
part were, I have no doubt, in favour of
it for the reason that the good roads in
the area would be suitable for their own
trucks to obtain speedy access to a port
at Onslow, where they could handle the
goods required to be taken to their holdings
cheaper than by having their stores or
materials taken direct, as the Minister has
suggested, from Fremantle or Perth by
road transport to the stations concerned.

I suggest that road transport freights,
even under the circumstances of on-load-
ing at Fremantle or at Perth and off -
loading at the pastoralist's holding, would

be in excess of what it would cost the
pastoralist to get his requirements up by
the State ships and do his own transport-
tig from Onslow.

This is another fear that occurs to me:
If there is to be no State shipping in that
area, but only road transport, then there
will be no competition. I wonder whether
the Minister and the Government have
given thought to that point; namely, that
where there is only one mode of transport
available we inevitably have a monopoly,
and a monopoly will charge a price in
excess of what would obtain if competition
applied. As a consequence of the impact
of such a monopoly on the economy of the
whole area, prices Would rise to such an
extent that the pastoralists and others
would find It difficult to live and produce
economically.

I support the motion even though I know
my support is for a lost cause. The Mi-
ister is adamant; and, I regret to say, so
is the Government. However, I gave the
member for the area an undertaking that
In his absence I would support his motion,
and I am pleased to do so not only on
behalf of the People who live in the area
but also on behalf of those in Fremantle
who are interested in the district.

MR. NORTON (Gascoyne) [5.55 p.m.]:
Whilst the motion specifically mentions
the town of Onslow, I think it relates to
the north-west in a general sense; and if
we are going to close down or restrict a
town, or try to alter the existing set-up
because a cyclone hits a particular place
in the north-west, we will find that this
attitude can have an effect up and down
the coast.

In order to understand the problem, one
has to understand cyclones and the way
they operate, or have operated in the past.
For the last 30 years I have had the oppor-
tunity of studying, to some extent, the
movement of cyclones in the area con-
cerned. If we take the records over the
Years we will find that cyclones run in
cycles. They mostly come into the coast
from the Timor Sea and travel in a south-
easterly direction until they get close to
the coast. Then they travel parallel to
the coast in a south-westerly direction
until they are eventually influenced by our
continent or land mass. It is then that
they turn again in a south-easterly direc-
tion and eventually peter out over the
centre of the continent, sometimes going
as far as the Great Australian Bight.

When I first went to Carnarvon, very
few cyclones were known to come down
as far as Onslow or Carnarvon. At that
time the cyclones turned In either through
Broome, Port Hedland, or Derby, and they
would then go down through the Roy Hill-
Three Rivers area, and on to Wiluna-
more or less missing K~algoorlie-and Peter
out in that direction.
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in those years, the Gascoyne River used
to get its floods from the Three Rivers
area. But In later years the cyclones have
been coining further down the coast, and in
the last few years they have mainly been
hitting Onslow or North West Cape with
the result that they have either turned
inland just above or just below Carnarvon;
and on one occasion a cyclone passed
through Carnarvon. These cyclones come
down in a south-easterly direction through
Onslow and hit the Lyons River catch-
ment which feeds into the Gascoyne.

If the town of Onslow is shifted to
Nanutarra, or the other place that the
minister mentioned, it will still be directly
in a cyclonic belt. It does not matter
where we go in the north-west within 150
to 200 miles of the coast, we can be within
a cyclonic belt during the cyclone season.

The point at which a cyclone will turn
when it gets near the coast, and the point
at which it will touch on the coast, de-
pends on where it starts. If we are going
to treat one town on the basis that if it
is hit badly by a cyclone it must be closed
down, or restricted, and the main centre
shifted further inland, we will eventually
over the years--and in not too many years
-find we will have to shift every town
inland.

This is something that should not hap-
pen in any circumstances, because a town
that is on the coast will be better popu-
lated than an inland town; it will provide
better facilities; will have better climatic
conditions; and will, generally, attract
population more readily. If we shift a
town inland, we lose those advantages.

Let us have a look at the Onslow jetty,
which has been blown away twice to MY
knowledge. On the first occasion the jetty
was a comparatively new one of concrete
construction. I criticise the engineers for
using concrete for the construction of a
jetty in a cyclonic area. Anything that
is rigid like a concrete jetty is liable to
damage. That was proved by the Onslow
jetty when the centre wvas blown out of
it in the thirties just after it had been
constructed. A jetty that is built of piles
is one that springs and gives and is not
so susceptible to damage.

The Carnarvon jetty, over the years, has
never been seriously damaged by cyclones.
During heavy seas, and when cyclonic
winds are blowing, the jetty swings con-
siderably, and it creaks and groans, and
one would think that it would give under
one. But no structural damage takes
place. In a big cyclone which occurred re-
cently, when the wind reached well over
100 miles an hour, comparatively no
damage was done. Despite the rough seas
and the strong wind, the jetty withstood
the whole of that blow. if the jetty had
been constructed of concrete, I have no
doubt that Carnarvon today would be with-
out one.

As to housing, homes built by the Gov-
ernment to the plans and specifications of
the State Housing Commission, although
supposed to be cyclone-proof, are not built
to withstand a cyclone. No attempt is
made to brace them, or to stay them
against the onslaught of cyclones. All the
old houses in the area-some many years
old-have withstood many cyclones, the
reason being that the people who built
them in the early days used commonsense
and strapped their rafters to the wall-
plates, and the waliplates to the ground.
Such extra precautions in the building of
a house do not cost very much, but they
make doubly sure that the wind cannot
lift anything.

In addition, the roof battens are bolted
over the top of the asbestos or corrugated
iron roof so that if the wind happens to
get under one sheet it will not lift the
sheets one after another, eventually blow-
ing the whole roof away. A great deal of
damage was done to private houses in
Onslow by flying debris from other private
houses and Government-owned houses.
When debris starts to fly and pierces a
house it allows the wind to enter, and it
will blow the house to pieces. Therefore,
if the houses at Onslow, or at any other
north-west port, had their rafters tied
with binding iron to the waliplates; the
waliplates anchored at the four corners
of the house in cement blocks; and with
battens fastened to the roof, there would
not be any more damage, to any extent, as
a result of cyclones.

If the town of Onslow were to be shifted
to Nanutarra Crossing, who would follow
the town inland? I doubt very much if
many People would transfer their resid-
ences to the new township. As a result,
Nanutarra would become a place similar
to Gascoyne Junction, which is purely the
administration centre for a shire council.
Qascoyne Junction consists of a shire
council office, which also serves as a post
office: and a hotel, which is merely a way-
side inn where people can be accommo-
dated for the night, or obtain aL drink as
they pass through.

It Onslow ceases to exist, shipping will
no longer call there; and, in turn, labour
will be lost from the town for the hand-
ling of the ships and the maintenance of
the jetty. Further, it will be found that
those attending schools and hostels will
dwindle in number to such an extent that
these establishments will no longer be in
use. I doubt very much that the native
hostel will be used to any great extent.
So the town will simply disintegrate in
the same way as a goidmining town after
the lode has petered out. If the suggestions
I have made were examined thoroughly
and Put into effect, I doubt very much
whether the ports along the north-west
coast would suffer any great damage in
the future from cyclones.
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The Minister mentioned shipping rates
and road freights when be commented on
the speech of the member for Pilbara. The
shipping rates referred to are the total
shipping charges, which include handling
charges at Fremantle and Onslow. This
means that harbour and light, and other
handling charges are included in those
rates. When he referred to this particular
part of the speech by the member for
Pilbara, the Minister did not tell us that.

Mr. Court: Yes I did. I said it in-
cluded the wharf and other charges at
both ends, but did not include the cost
of getting the goods to the ship and off
the ship.

Mr. NORTON: As far as I know, the
merchant's figures are f.o.b. at the wharf,
so we can disregard the charge the Min-
ister has suggested. I know something of
the road freights which are charged on
goods transported out to the stations, and
the maximum is in the vicinity of £10 per
ton. That Is the charge for small quanti-
ties. As an illustration, if we take a ton
of cement, the shipping rate is listed at
£11 13s. 3d. and its maximum cost delivered
on the station would be £21 1s. 3d.: where-
as one to ten tons of road freight bears
a charge of £32 l17s. If we take the charge
of £15 9s. 6d. for one ton of chaff, that
amount would be increased to £25 9s. 6d.
Again, one to five tons of freight still costs
£2'7 17s. Therefore it can be seen that the
road freights are much dearer than the
combined road and shipping freights would
be.

As the member for Fremantle said, if
the shipping service no longer operates,
the road freights will increase. Regard-
less of whether the road hauliers are
operating in the Gascoyne or in the
Kimberley. they are cutting prices for the
cartage of wool from the stations to
Oeraldton or Meekatharra, or they are
quoting charges for the transport of goods
direct to store at Fremantle. They have
the charges so worked out that they are
just below that which It would cost a
station to road-freight its wool to the port
and from there ship it to Fremantle. So
it can be seen that the shipping service
is definitely keeping a curb on the road
freights.

I will speak for a moment on the State
Shipping Service and what I have found
from my own experience and observations.
I am speaking about Carnarvon. but the
position there is the same as at Onslow
and other north-west Ports. Admittedly,
Carnarvon is in a far better position
strategically for obtaining its goods by
road, but there are many People in that
town who would patronise the State
Shipping Service if it rendered a good
service. However, the position is that on
many occasions the people have consigned
goods from F'remantle on, say, the Duiver-
ton which is scheduled to call at all ports
on its way to Darwin. Instructions are

that goods shall be sent to the port. But
when they reach the port it is found that
Carnarvon is to be bypassed; or the boat
is running a week late when it does call;
or there is some other reason for delay.
This means that the goods have to be re-
consigned to Bassendean or some other
depot in the metropolitan area, and trans-
ported by road service.

As a result of past experience, what
happens is that the person requiring the
goods says to himself, 'It is quicker and
easier for me in the long run to have the
goods transported direct by road although
It is more expensive." Therefore, a great
deal of blame can be placed on the State
Shipping Service because of lack of service.
If the ships were run at regular intervals
-either every seven days, every ten days,
or once a fortni1ght-any person who was
desirous of consigning goods would know
that the ship was on a regular schedule
and that the goods would reach their des-
tination on time and therefore would give
the State Shipping Service more patronage.

Only this year I was in Carnarvon, and
the State ship called in, but did not have
one hundredweight to off -load or to load.
The reason why it called into Carnarvon
was that it had on board many V.I.Ps.
from the Eastern States who wanted to
look at the town. That was quite a good
reason from the point of view of tourist
propaganda; but why were not efforts made
to ensure that the ship carried freight to
Carnarvon?

'Tne passenger shipping traffic from Car-
narvon is not very great, and therefore
te cargo vessels could run regularly, or

they could bypass Carnarvon and call
at ports further north. The passenger
boats could then call at Carnarvon to
maintain a regular service to that town.
It would be preferable for the passenger
boats to call regularly at Carnarvon and
ship the goods that are required to be
transported. If the State Shipping Ser-
vice followed that Practice it would get
more support than it does today.

We all know that to make a transport
service Pay the operator has to make long
hauls. No operator makes money when
he Is not hauling. If the State Shipping
Service looked at the position in the same
light and kept its boats moving, it would
realise it is far better to haul to ports
further north than it Is to make short
hauls.

When consideration Is given to the shift-
ing of a town to another site, it is found
that consideration must also be given to
the shifting of essential services, If we
consider Onslow as a centre for an air
service, it Is realised that it is the only
port in the north-west which has an all-
weather airstrip. I think that last winter
it was the only airstrip which had not
been put out of commission during the
wet season. That is a very great asset for
any district. The airstrip serves not only
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the town of Onslow, but also the whole
of the Ashburton. All goods or freight
brought into Onslow by air can be taken
out by the mail service radiating from
that centre to any station.

When the administrative side is con-
sidered, it is realised that a new town.-
ship will require a shire clerk and shire
council employees. It is far easier to get
a shire clerk and employees to give ser-
vice if the headquarters of the shire couni-
cii. are in a town on the coast rather than
situated in a hot and arid area such as
Nanutarra Crossing. Therefore, adminis-
tration helps to keep a town where it
should be. in addition, it would be found
that the various shire councils would much
sooner go to the town of Onslow, for
their deliberations than they would to
Nanutarra Crossing, because it is certainly
more congenial to have their meeting place
on the coast than to have it 100 miles in-
land.

Also, Onslow has one of the best town
water supplies on the coast, now that it is
drawing its water from the Kane River.
The water supply position at Nanutarra
Crossing, or Barradale Crossing-where-
ever It is considered this new town should
be built-is that the people at that sta-
tion have to cart their water. There is
ample brackish water, but no potable
water. There is one facility at Onslow
which many of the pastoralists' wives
would not like to see go, and that is the
C.W.A. rest room, which was built only
recently. That is an ideal centre for the
womenfolk when they travel to Onslow
with their husbands. They are able to
have a wash and a clean-up, and a rest
if they so desire, with the further ad-
vantage of enjoying the sea breeze.

The school at Onslow, together with
the native hostel, provides educational
facilities for the coloured children whose
parents are working on the stations. So
when one sums up all the advantages, one
can easily come to the conclusion that
there is no need to take any town from
the north-west coast, let alone Onslow. I
support the motion.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 P.M.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) 1.30 p.-I The de-
cision of the Government to discontinue
the shipping service to Onslow, and to
establish a settlement at Nanutarra, in-
evitably means the decay of the port of
Onslow. The member for pilbara-under-
standably and justifiably-has asked the
Government to reconsider the decisions in-
volving the decay of Onslow. The Minis-
ter for the North-West has indicated that
the Government is opposed to a reconsid-
eration of the question.

I believe that that attitude is most un-
reasonable. I could understand it if the
member for Pilbara had asked the House

to agree to certain things which were in
opposition to the Government's policy and
decision. But all the member for Pilbara
has asked the Government to do is to have
another look at this question in the light
of information which he submitted, and
which indicated that all that was contained
in the report was not in accordance with
fact.

It was very clear in the report that those
giving consideration to this question did
not believe that Onslow was any more sus-
ceptible to cyclone damage than any other
place in the north; but it was on account
of the cyclone damage in the first in-
stance that the Government determined to
have this reported upon. 1 quote from the
report which was issued in February, 1963.
Part 1 reads--

The committee decided that Onslow
as a port has no particular disadvan.
tage in regard to cyclones despite oc-
currences during the past five years.

That is most important, and most signifi-
cant. They then went on-

From the terms of reference it was
accepted that maintenance of the
existing shipping services as a supply
medium for the Ashburton district was
a prime consideration.

It is rather strange that the very causes
which resulted in a reduction in the use of
shipping facilities have been taken as an
argument for their discontinuance. One
of the reasons why shipping has been less
and less used at Onslow is the lack of
facilities there following the cyclone.

It reminds me of a situation where there
are two roads, one which is the longer
way round and which is the better road;
but the shorter road is in such a bad state
of repair that rather than travel over it
people prefer to take the longer route. It
would be silly to adopt the argument that,
because the shorter route is carrying such a
small amount of traffic, there is no justi-
fication for its restoration.

Had steps been taken to restore the port
facilities at Onslow, far greater use would
have been made of the shipping facilities
there than was the case, and there then
would not be the argument that the Min-
ister used, and those who drew up the re-
port used: that because of the falling off
of shipping it should be discontinued.

When the Minister was criticising the
figures quoted by the member for Pilbara,
on page 1137 of Hansard of this year, I
was preparing myself to hear from the
Minister some alternative figures which he
himself had worked out, and which he was
going to submit in their place. But not a
single figure did he submit. All he did
was to throw doubt on the figures used by
the member for Pilbara; and having done
so. that is where he left the matter. if
the Minister is so sure that the figures
do not show the true position, why does
he not make some attempt to present
figures which do?
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I consider that the member for Pilbara
got pretty close to what the actual figures
are. He said-

The total figures for shipping charge,
which includes handling charges at
Fremantle and Onslow, were as fol-
lows:-

I think it is generally accepted that goods
loaded at Fremnantle for Onslow would be
quoted to the purchaser, free on board;,
and therefore nothing has to be added to
these figures, so far as Fremantle is con-
cerned, to arrive at the proper cost of
transporting goods to Onslow.

I am not in a position to say what would
obtain at the other end, but I doubt very
much whether there would be any addition
to the figures quoted by the member for
Pilbara; and if there were, it would not
be very substantial. So I think that for
all practical purposes the figures quoted
by the member for Pilbara are a pretty
good guide to the cost of transporting
goods to Onslow by sea.

Those figures indicate a very substan-
tial saving over and above the costs by
road. I agree absolutely with what the
member for Gascoyne said: that as soon as
the State Shipping Service is discontinued
one can anticipate an increase in the cost
of road haulage.

Mr. letcher: The member for FPremantle
said it also.

Mr. TONKIN: That enmphasises it fur-
ther. one can reasonably anticipate that
situation arising. So we must be prepared
for the position that this decision of the
Government will mean an added impost
to the people in the north.

What struck me as being very significant
was the fact that although the local
authority was careful not to upset its
Minister for the North-West, by saying the
Government has taken an understanding
attitude on this question, it nevertheless
set out to show that the report contained
two glaring inaccuracies--inaccuracies
which played an important part in the
decision which was ultimately made to
recommend that the shipping be discon-
tinued.

Mr. Court: They were inaccuracies in
the opinion of the council. They did not
hold them up as an actual fact.

Mr. TONKIN: I think the council came
to that conclusion for a good reason. The
member for Pilbara also definitely makes
the statement that they are inaccurate,
and he bases his opinion on the in-
formation which he subsequently derived
through the council from the local people.
The Minister said the local people did not
agree that the Government has not
handled this matter sympathetically. But
so far as I can see the local people are
against the Minister, and the Government,
practically to a man.

Mr. Court: That is not so. They did
not agree with the transport Problems in
certain quarters;, but there is still a strong
body of pastoralists who favour road
transport.

Mr. TONKIN: The information made
available either from the Shire Council or
the member for Pilbara does not support
that view.

Mr. Court: What about the deputation
from the pastoralists where they were
split down the middle?

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister did not
tell us on what question they were split
down the middle.

Mr. Court: Yes I1 did. It was on
whether the port was to be rebuilt or
whether a road was to be established in-
land. Mr. Wise and Mr. Bickerton were
members of the deputation and they
formed two of the four people who
favoured the port; the others favoured the
road inland.

Mr. TONKIN: Is the Minister saying
that the parliamentary representatives
favoured the retention of the Port and the
others did not?

Mr. Court: The parliamentary repre-
sentatives were two out of the four who
favoured the port. The four pastoralists
favoured the inland road.

Mr. TONfKIN: From the information
supplied in that letter by the council,
which I read, and which the member for
Pilbara read to Parliament, that would not
appear to be the position.

Mr. Court: You are not doubting my
word, are you?

Mr. TONKIN: Not at all. I am saying
tbat whilst that appears to be the position
with the deputation, it does not appear to
be the view of the majority of the people
of Onslow.

Mr. Court: It was because of the differ-
ence of opinion that the Government
decided to keep the port open.

Mr, TONKIN: I am very interested in
matters contained in a. report which was
Issued immediately after the cyclone, arnd
which deals with certain aspects of the
cyclone damage. I quote from page 4 of
the report headed, "Cyclones-Onslow-
January-February. 1963." Appendix A
reads as follows:-

Observations and Recommendations:
Generally the majority of distress

and damage occurred because of-
(a) Unsuitable design of build-

ings;
(b) Buildings on low land subject

to flooding;-
(c) Buildings made unsafe by age

and/or weakening by earier
cyclones;
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(d) Neglected buildings not reno-
vated or taken down and re-
moved as provided by the
Local Government Act;

(e) Neglected rainwater storage
tanks, many empty and un-
used are missiles during a
cyclone; and

(f) Empty 44-gal. and 4-gal. fuel
drums, loose iron and other
debris provide dangerous mis-
siles.

Buildings of unsuitable design in-
clude State Housing Commission
houses. Many of recent construction
were either almost demolished or
damaged severely. One built recently
for the headteacher's dwelling failed
to survive its first cyclone. The wreck-
age suggests the top plate of wall
frame should be secured to footplates
by long steel bolts, also liberal use of
hoop iron ties.

It Is suggested that all steel frame
cyclone-proof houses built on the
ground with concrete floors should be
investigated.

Trying to form some opinion as to the
reason for the Government's decision;
having regard to the very fine statements
made by the Minister for the North-West
about his concern for the north;, and find-
ing this decision was quite the opposite.
I came to the conclusion that the Govern-
ment had wnade up its mind that the
shipping service was to go; and that this
Is the first step.

If Onslow is cut out, then the Govern-
ment has simply to accelerate the pace
at which the deterioration of the service
will continue and then there will be a deci-
sion to cut still another place out, until
finally it will be decided the State Ship-
Ding Service should not run at all. What
lends point to that view is this state-
ment which I have read out from the
terms of reference. It was accepted that
maintenance of the existing shipping ser-
vice as a supply medium for the Ashburton
district was a prime consideration.

So it looks as though attention was
drawn to the shipping service to see whe-
ther this should be continued or not; and
then it was a case of a wink is as good
as a nod to a blind horse. Therefore we
get a decision which one might have ex-
pected from that commencement: and
having left a situation which would in-
evitably result in a deterioration of the
shipping service, that very deterioration Is
then used as an argument against con-
tinuing it.

My information is contrary to that of
the Minister with regard to the new road.
The Minister said--or I understood him
to say; and I hope he will correct me if
I am wrong-that the new road will be
a shorter route. I am informed it will
not be shorter at all; and it looks to me

to be a case of going around two sides of
a parallelogram. of course, if one starts
at the corner of a parallelogram and has
to go to the opposite corner, then there
will not be any difference in the length
traversed.

I am also told-I cannot vouch for the
absolute truth of this, but I am told it
is the Position and no doubt it will be
established one way or the other-that
the route to be traversed does not make
it possible for a better all-weather road
to be made through Nanutarra.

Mr. Court: The Main Roads Depart-
ment is emphatic it does. I had a young
engineer with me, by arrangement with
the Minister for Works, to discuss it with
the local pastoralists.

Mr, TONKIN: The Minister should
know they change their minds. It was
changed three times as to where the road
should go in Cockburn.

Mr. Court: For a, different reason. They
were looking for the best terrain and felt
the Nanutarra route was the best, follow-
ing the flood surveys.

Mr. TONKIN: What I would like to
see, in order to convince me it is true,
is a statemnent regarding the distances to
be traversed; and also an indication of
the levels involved in building the road:
not just an assertion that this is shorter
and it will be easier to build. That Is
far too easy. There is nothing for one
to get one's teeth into. One cannot dis-
sect the argument. one cannot look at
it and find a reason to refute it, because
there is Just the bald statement-it is
easier to do: it is a shorter distance.

If the Minister is in a position to make
that statement with certainty he ought to
know the distances involved either way.
and he ought to know the levels in the
difficult terrain which would have to be
traversed. That information ought to be
on the files of the department. If it is
not, they are only guessing.

Mr. Court: They are not guessing. You
know their officers better than that. You
know from your own experience that the
coastal route is a difficult one to keep
open. It will be kept open under our
scheme, with the other road as well.

Mr. TONKIN: One has to accept these
statements with a good deal of reserva-
tion; because I read a statement in August
last where the Premier had assured the
Japanese-that was the word-that the
Geraidton Harbour would be deepened.

Mr. Wild: They are doing Just that,
aren't they?

Mr, TONKIN: I wonder on what basis
he gave that assurance; because in less
than two months he made a statement
that it was extremely unlikely it could be
done.

Mr. Court: it is being deepened now,
isn't It?
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Mr. TONKIN: He went further than
that.

Mr. Court: It is the second phase that is
the trouble.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not want to deal
with that matter now, but will do so later
on. I1 only mention it by way of illustra-
tion. There was a forthright statement
by the Premier in which he assured the
Japanese; and he found out Subsequently,
when a report was obtained, that there
was extreme doubt about his being able
to carry out that assurance. I submit
that before he gave any such assurance,
he should have had the information avail-
able as to whether it could be done or
not; otherwise he was guessing. And that
might be what is happening with regard
to this road. Somebody might be guessing.

The member for Pilbara has told me
that it will not be a shorter route; and
I think he would have a great deal of
local knowledge which would enable him
to make that Statement.

I am very disappointed that the Gov-
ernment will not have another look at
this, because that is what the motion sug-
gests; That in view of the fact that some
of the information was not factual when
the original decision was made; in view
of the strong opposition of the people in
the north; and in view of the fact that
everything which can be done ought to
be done to keep the north developing and
steps which are retrograde steps should
not be taken, there appears to be a good
argument to have another look at the
situation.

Mr. Court: We have never stopped look-
ing at Onslow.

Mr. TONKIN: Then why oppose this
motion?

Mr. Court: We have never stopped look-
ing at Onslow.

Mr. TONKIN: The Government made a
decision to discontinue the shipping -ser-
vice on a certain date, and it has refused
to reconsider that decision.

Mr. Court: It was a target date.
Mr. TONKIN: The Government's at-

titude to this motion is that It will not
reconsider the position; and yet the Min-
ister comes along with the statement he
made a few seconds ago that the Govern-
ment has never ceased to consider the
position.

Mr. Court: What about our letter to
the shire council of the 15th May. of
which local members had knowledge?

Mr. TONY-IN: I think there is a good
case for carrying the motion. The only
obligation it imposes on the Government
is that it go further into the question
of making some more inquiry in order
to test some of this data upon which the
decision was originally made. However,
the Government says, "No. we are opposed

to that course"; and the only conclusion
I can come to is that it made up its mind
that the shipping service is to be discon-
tinued there as a first step to discontinu-
ance elsewhere. I support the motion,

MR. JIHATIGAN (Kimnberley) [7.55
p~.1 I desire to Support the motion
moved by my colleague, the member for
Pilbara. I do it because when he moved
his motion he gave some very good reasons
for it. I listened attentively to the Min-
ister's reply; and, to me, it was very
weak. There was no substance in it at
all. As a matter of fact, I think It is the
weakest reply I have heard from the Min-
ister for the North-West.

Mr. W. Hegney: He has made some weak
ones'.

Mr. RHATIGAN: There is no shadow of
doubt about it that the decision of the
Minister and his Government to cause
State ships to cease going to Onslow as
from July, 1964, is a retrograde step, and
one that will not be of an advantage to
the north. If I may digress for a moment,
Mr. Speaker, this situation is somewhat
similar to one last night in regard to popu-
lating the north-it is another attempt
by the Minister to depopulate the north.

Mr. Hawke: Another lurch backwards,
Mr. E.HA'flGAN: Yes, another somer-

Sault. We see the Minister's photo in the
paper quite frequently. We also read
what he is doing In the north. That
probably goes down very well with the
people from Nedlands-I was going to say
"naughty Nedlands"-but I will say "Ned-
lands". It may be quite good for them to
read what the Minister for the North-
West is doing; but to the people who live
in the north-the pioneers of the north-
the steps he is taking are not beneficial
to the north. The cessation of State ships
going to Onslow will be tantamount to
passing a death sentence on that town.

It was first intended to build a new
town-or attempt to build one-at Nanu-
terra. However, according to the Min-
ister's remarks, it will be somewhere about
Mt. Minnie. The Minister could not give
distances when the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition asked how far from Onslow
the proposed town would be. It is quite a
number of years since I was in that portion
of the State; but if my memory serves
me correctly-and I do not think I would
be far out-I would say the distance is
about 35 miles-that is, to the junction
of the road which goes through Ashburton
Downs to Nanutarra and Mt. Minnie. I
could be five miles out; but I will say it
is about 35 miles.

Why do away with the town where all
the facilities are provided in order to try
to establish another some 30 to 35 miles
out? The cost would be colossal as there
would be sinking of bores, the supplying
of water, and so on. All these facilities
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are available now at Onslow. There is
a native welfare hostel; and a hospital is
in the process of being built. The excuse
for shifting is that Onslow is vulnerable to
cyclones. However, the jetty is, too, be-
cause-as an experimient--It was built
with concrete piles. That was an en-
gineer's mistake; it had nothing to do with
the people at Onslow. Had that jetty been
built correctly it would have withstood the
cyclones. As for other places, Hedland Is
subject to cyclones; Roebourne is subject
to cyclones; Broome to a lesser degree; and
Carnarvon to a lesser degree.

However, it is a mistake to close any
town. Of course, we have become ac-
customed to the dictatorial attitude of the
Minister for the North-West. He says,
"I am going to do this without further
consideration.' He mentioned that the
deputation which waited on him was
divided. I expect there must be some con-
flict of opinion. I do not know whether
it is any good appealing. I appealed
Yesterday afternoon in regard to a certain
Bill, but the Government would not delay
it for me. Nevertheless, I will try once
again and ask the Government rnot to use
undue haste, and allow at least a few
ships to call into Onslow with supplies and
passengers.

It is quite obvious from the member for
Pilbara's speech that the tonnage of
cargoes is increasing. Who Is to say that
with the finding of minerals outside of
Onslow the figure might not increase con-
siderably more? From memory, the dis-
tance between Carnarvon and Onslow is
about 280 miles; and the distance from
Onslow to Roebourne -would be about 196
or 198 miles. It is some 12 years since I
made trips to those areas, but in those
days I travelled them extensively.

The Minister is unable to tell us what
distance the road to Nanutarra might cut
off. I might say, from personal experience
-having travelled the coast road from
Carnarvon to Onslow and the proposed
road to Nanutarra-that in building this
road a lot of salt lakes will be encountered
and it will take a lot of work to put in an
all-weather road.

I have also travelled the road from
Onslow to Meekatharra. The only people
who used to go there at that time were an
inspector from the Mines Department and
I. At that time I was an inspector for
native affairs. I know what I am talking
about. Although I have not had personal
experience of this particular portion of
the State for some 12 years I would be
safe in saying that those lakes are still
there. There is no shadow of doubt about
that.

I quote as follows from the speech given
by the member for Pilbara:-

From the records and from the ex-
pert evidence of the Deputy Director
of the Bureau of Meteorology (Mr.
Mackey) the incidence of cyclones at

Onslow is only slightly higher than at
other centres on the coast between
North West Cape and Broome.

Mr. Mackey affirms that it would be
necessary to move from 90 to 100 miles
away from the coast to be reasonably
clear of cyclonic winds.

The town is being moved no more than
35 miles at the very most. I think it will
mean a colossal loss to the Government,
to the residents of Onslow, and to those
people who desire that the town should
remain as it is. I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Rowberry.

KOONGAQA -DARLINGION
RAILWAY

Reopening: Motion
Debate resumed, from the 18th Septem-

ber, on the following motion by Mr.
Brady:-

That in the opinion of this House
the railway service now suspended be
tween Koongamia and Darlington
should be reinstated.

MR. COURT (Nedlands--Minister for
Railways) (8.4 p.m.]: I am not a very old
member of this Parliament in years of
service, but over the last 10 years I have
learned never to be amazed by what hap-
pens here. For the honour able member
in question to move this motion is one of
those extraordinary things. Really, if we
bad not seen it happen before in this place,
we might not have believed that it could
happen. The honourable member sup-
ported the previous Government very
loyally and he became a Minister in that
Government, which refused to open this
line. when he then comes along with
this motion, I feel like giving up. Naturally,
I oppose the motion. I can only assume
that the member concerned has introduced
it with a degree of levity. I am sure that
a lot of people In the hills districts are
not taking him seriously over it.

First of all, I consider it to be against
the best interests of the railways, and cer-
tainly in the long term-if not in the short
term-against the best interests of the
hills districts. The people of the hills dis-
tricts must be finding it very difficult to
follow the reasoning that prompted the
honourable member to introduce this
motion, because the facts are that during
the life of the Government he supported
so loyally, at least three very determined
efforts were made to get this line reopened,
and in each case the effort met with no
success.

From the research that I have under-
taken from the records, and from speeches
that have been made over the years on this
particular matter, it is quite apparent
that the Hawkie Government went into
it very closely and decided that no
ease could be made cut for continuing this
service. Having reached that decision, it
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closed the line: and then the matter was
kept under review by the then Minister
for Railways (Mr. Styants). It reached the
conclusion that a good case had not been
made out to meet the wishes of the people
on each occasion on which the matter was
raised.

It is as well for me to recite the back-
ground of this particular rail closure,
or suspension of service. Legally it has not
been closed by Statute but the service has
been discontinued, which it is within the
province of the Government to do. The
-service ceased on the 25th January, 1954,
by Cabinet decision following an investi-
gation undertaken by the Transport Board
into the economic aspect of continuing the
service. The board reported to the Minis-
ter for Transport on the 3rd November,
1953, and recommended-(a) that the rail-
way service be suspended; (b) that all ar-
rangements necessary be made for the run-
ning of an adequate road service for pas-
sengers, existing road services to be al-
lowed to cater for all goods traffic; and (e)
that if after 12 months' trial of such road
transportation experience showed that it
could cater adequately for the needs of
the district, the railway should be per-
manently closed.

If I remember correctly, when the hon-
ourable member was speaking to this mo-
tion, and when he was speaking to a simi-
lar motion on a previous occasion, he
thumped the table over the railway being
permanently closed. I would like to re-
mind him that the decision was taken in
1953 by the then Government, which made
the decision that the railway should be
permanently closed if, after 12 months, it
had been demonstrated that the service
was. adequate.

On the 29th December, 1953, Cabinet-
through the Transport Board-issued a
license to the Beam Transport Ltd. to op-
erate a passenger service between Perth
and Mundaring as from the 25th January.
1954. An actual permit was given Beam
Transport Service to operate from the
agreed date of cessation of the railway ser-
vice on the 25th January, 1954.

On the 9th May, 1955-and that is a
very important date-the then Minister
for Railways and Transport reported to
the Premier of the day that "it is my firm
opinion that the poor financial return from
this line and the fact that suitable alter-
native transport was available justified its
closure and that it should remain closed".

The then Minister for Railways advised
the commissioner on the 17th August, 1955,
that the proposed legislation to close the
Mundaring branch had been submitted to
Cabinet, which had decided not to pro-
ceed with the proposal at that time.

The question of a closure Bill was again
placed before the Minister on the 14th
June, 1957, who advised that the matter
was to be deferred until a later date when

arrangements for co-ordinatedl metropoli-
tan traffic had been finalised. Following
very careful consideration of the position
the commissioner recommended to me-
that is, the present commissioner-on the
14th June, 1960, that the line as far as
Koongamia should be reopened as from
Monday, the 4th July.

This was recommended because of the
operational fact that railcars could run
the extra one mile to Koongamia from
Bellevue without interfering with the
established suburban services. It so hap-
pened that the drivers and crew of those
railcars had a few minutes to spare when
they were at Bellevue, and they could
do the journey to Koongamia and return,
and no further, within the period of spare
time they had. Instead of letting them
rest at Bellevue, the commissioner recom:-
mended they be allowed to operate ase far
as Koongamia and return. That fitted in
neatly with the existing suburban time-
tables, as well as with the industrial con-
ditions under which the crews were work-
ing.

Cabinet approved of the recommenda-
tion on the 28th June, and the service
commenced to operate on the 11th July,
1980. Further representations were made
by local residents from time to time,
and the commissioner examined the posi-
tion at my request following those repre-
sentations. He was emphatic that it was
quite impracticable and certainly most
uneconomical to open the line beyond
Koongamia. He explained that whilst it
had been practicable to operate the short
length from Bellevue to Koongamia and re-
turn, it would be completely impracticable
to operate beyond Koongamia without
causing tremendous dislocation to metro-
politan passenger services and it would
completely destroy the economics of the
system.

I emphasise this because the honourable
member asked some questions regarding
the direct labour costs of operating the
service beyond Koongamia up as far as
Darlington. If we take the direct labour
costs for a length of line from Point A
to Point B and then from Point B to Point
A, they look small. But we cannot con-
sider that in isolation. When we extend
a Journey beyond the time available in
the present time schedules we automatic-
ally increase all sorts of consequential
costs which might be astronomical, though
the matter might appear to be compara-
tively simple. For these reasons the com-
missioner clearly explained that it was
undesirable and uneconomical to operate
beyond Koongamia, apart from the fact
that the Patronage would have been very
small indeed.

There is, of course, another and even
more important aspect to this; namely,
that the opening of the line from Soon-
gamia to Darlington would not solve the
problem of the hills transport. It would
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not, of its own accord, solve any real
problem in those districts because the
area has to be considered as a whole. We
cannot think of the matter in terms of
one isolated strip and, by giving them a
service, ignore the problems which would
still concern the rest of the people in
those districts.

we, in our approach to this area, re-
gard the matter from the point of view
of the whole of the area fanning out from
Midland Junction through the hills area,
and we propose to treat it as one area, all
feeding into the one junction.

The matter has been represented to me
very strongly on occasions by the Legis-
lative Council members for the district,
and by the Legislative Assembly member
for the district, who have sought a better
system of overall transport for the dis-
trict rather than this one very narrow
strip. It is because of this factor that
the Government has been examining very
closely the possibility of a complete re-
thinking of the metropolitan passenger
transport system to achieve a much greater
degree of co-ordination.

I think Most of us appreciate the back-
ground of the metropolitan passenger
transport service. It is one of those things
which, so far as road services are con-
cerned, grew like "Topsy" at one stage.
A certain stage of development is reached
when changes are necessary after careful
examination, and one has to accept that
some services are uneconomical and un-
desirable. These things become estab-
lished over the years, and it becomes a
question of what people have they want to
hold on to; and it becomes a very difficult
matter. It is one thing to talk about
transport co-ordination, and another thing
to achieve it In practice. However, we are
tackling the problem in the best possible
way.

This area will feed into Midland Junc-
tion. If members look at the area on the
map they will find that it Is a logical
move. There are many areas with not very
large populations and they feed quite logi-
cally into Midland Junction; and that will
be the rail passenger terminal under the
new order for the whole of that area.

The area at Midland Junction lends it-
self to redevelopment in a major way. It
so happens that there is a good deal of
railway land there that can be redevel-
oped; and if we eventually take over the
Midland Railway Company as well, we
Will not only be able to achieve a major
redevelopment of the Midland Junction
railway area generally, but we will also be
able to do something for the Midland
township which Might not otherwise be
possible in a generation.

In the redevelopment of this area It
would be the Government's desire to bring
about a transformation of that part of
the town. As members know, it is a really
ugly -section at the moment where

the Midland Railway Company land ad-
joins W.A.G.R. land. It is a huge area
used for railway purposes and one has vir-
tually to drive through it when one drives
along the Great Eastern Highway through
Midland. Also, there is an awkward cross-
ing in the middle of the town, almost right
outside the town hall spire.

We are hopeful that if the Midland
Railway Company agreement is ratified by
Parliament the land owned by the com-
pany will be taken into a redevelopment
project. However, our prime interest in
the project is not so much from the re-
development angle or for town planning
purposes but the fact that it will lend it-
self to the establishment of a first-class
terminal for the proper co-ordination of
road services coming in from the Swan
Valley and the hills area, with the railway
services. We envisage the ultimate devel-
opment of Midland to provld& for the co-
ordination of all forms of passenger trans-
port including private cars, public trans-
port buses, taxis, and trains. For that
reason it is very important that we do not
allow a request for a line over what Is
really a very narrow sector going from
Koongamla to Darlington to cloud our
judgment in respect of the major service
improvements that we hope to achieve.

It has been said by members support-
ing this proposal that we can feed the
buses into Darlington. I think on reflec-
tion it will be realised that this would
be a6 very unacceptable proposition.
Geographically it is obvious that the point
at wich we should teed in the services
is at Midland Junction because it will al-
low greater flexibility, and it is a point
which would serve the greatest number
of districts.

We have always acknowledged that the
hills area deserves a better service than
it has. It is one of those chicken-and-
the-egg propositions where It can be said
that if there was a better transport ser-
vice it would bring more people to the
area. But on the other hand, the trans-
port operators are inclined to say, "Give
us the population and we will give you
the buses." I think one of our tasks is
to break the vicious circle and to do
what we can to get a population increase
that will logically flow into the hills area.

Mr. H. May:- The Minister for Water
Supplies has argued that way, too: You
build the houses and we will get you the
water,

Mr. COURT: It was ever thus, of course.
The same applies with everything-roads
and everything else-but we have to try
to Plan ahead If we want to achieve any-
thing. We hope that the proposition we
are planning to introduce will meet the
bill as well as can reasonably be done.
Unfortunately it would not be practicable
to have a complete redevelopment of
Midland now because It would take at



[Wednesday, 23 October, 1963.1 14

least twelve months to plan the redevelop-
mnent of the whole of the Midland yards
by integration of the Midland Railway
Company land and the W.A.Q.R. land.
In the meantime I think people are en-
titled to some form of rapid transit using
the existing Midland Railway station as
the focal point,

Admittedly, the idea would be to re-
develop the whole area by integration of
the Midland Railway Company with
W.A.G.R. land. Members driving past there
will get some indication of what could
be done if some of the old Midland Rail-
way Company buildings were removed. I
received a deputation myself some time
ago on this particular point, and I
promised the deputation that when we
had arrived at a reasonable plan, and one
which we thought would work, and which
would give the hills a better service, I
would convey to them the results of our
deliberations.

It Is not opportune to do this at the
momnent because if I divulge any plans
we have it might raise the hopes of two-
thirds of the people while the remainder
would feel that they had been let down,
and we would have all sorts of representa-
tions made asking us to explain the posi-
tion, and we would have to listen to their
objections and ideas when, in fact, the
proposition had not been fialised. At
the moment it is not opportune to go into
the matter in detail with the local autho-
rity or with the members who introduced
the deputation on this particular point.

I was most intrigued at what the hon-
ourable member had to say about a con-
certed effort being made in this matter
by the Midland Junction branch of the
Labor Party during the era of the Hawke
Government. I was hoping he would have
read the reply made by the then Premier
to the representations that were made to
him.

Mr. Brady: I had it here but I hoped
you would read it when you replied to
show where they stand.

Mr. COURT: I am leaving it to the
honourable member. I thought the proper
thing was for him to read it.

Mr. Brady: I don't mind. You can
read it.

Mr. COURT: I have not got it with
me. I was leaving it to the honourable
member.

Mr. Brady: You can read It and save
me the trouble.

Mr. COURT: I will allow the honour-
able member for Swan the Privilege of
reading it. The facts are that there was
very strong representation not by just an
ordinary group of citizens from any walk
of life, but persons who were members of
the Premier's and the honourable mem-
ber's own party. They saw fit to get some-
thing like 400 signatures.

Mr. Brady: They are intelligent people.

Mr. COURT: They asked the Premier
to do what the honourable member is now
asking this Government to do. But the
Hawke Government would not open the
line, Probably for the same reasons as
this Government is not reopening the line,
and those reasons were conveyed to the
deputation. This is something upon which
the advisers to the previous Government
and the advisers to this Government have
agreed, and I think we are doing the right
and proper thing in refusing to open this
line into Darlington and to press on with
a better system of co-ordination in this
particular area.

There is another very important reason
why 1, as Minister, think it is impractic-
able to continue this service. When the
standardisation takes place there will be
an operational problem at Bellevue, and
we have to allow for that at this juncture.
I have had engineers examine this prob-
lem in detail to see whether It would be
practicable, at a reasonable cost, or at a
cost which Parliament would consider
reasonable, to have the 3 ft. 0* in. line
crossing over at this point.

The grading of the standard gauge
railway must not be steeper than a rise
of 1 ft. in 200 ft. and even though the
new railway is being brought across the
Great Eastern Highway at Bellevue, 10-
feet below the existing road level, It will
still be 7-feet above the existing railway
to Soon gamla at the Bellevue station.
Whilst it is not impossible, from an en-
gineering point of view, to work out an
intricate system of crossings, and to have
these at different levels, the cost would
be Prohibitive for this line to serve the
people of the district. It has been esti-
mated that the lowest cost at which this
system could be achieved is £75,000-that
is for just one focal Point in the system-
and it has also been suggested that the
cost would more likely be something over
£100,000; because this would be quite a
majr engineering work, and complicated
work.

Mr. D. G. May: Does that mean that
the Bellevue-Koongamia line will be dis-
continued?

Mr. COURT: When standardisation
takes place it will be discontinued because
it will then become an engineering prob-
lem that I do not think can be reason-
ably overcome. I do not think the honour-
able member would suggest that we should
pay out £100,000 to overcome this engi-
neering problem especially at this particu-
lar period, when we will be introducing a
system of transport which will be as good
as it is possible to achieve, having regard
for the volume of trafice that will be
.Catered for.

It is just as well that I should mention
this point at this juncture, because if
I had not mentioned it now, and this
motion was defeated, and some action was
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taken later on to close the Bellevue-
Koongamia section It'-would be claimed
that I held something back that I knew
at this time and should have disclosed.
I think it is right and proper that I should
point out these practical engineering diffi-
culties, and operational difficulties, that
militate against an extension of this line.

Mr. D. 0. May: Was not this envisaged
when the line to Koongamia was planned?

Mr. COURT: When the line to Koon-
gamia was reopened the honourable mem-
ber will recall it goes back to the days
when the standardisation agreement was
not a jait accomplt, and there was no de-
tailed survey made of this particular line,
and neither were the levels accurately
determined. This is something that can
only develop as a detailed survey takes
place. A certain grade has to be achieved
and we cannot afford to upset it at one
focal point to overcome a particular diffi-
culty in that part. We have to be able to
provide this line at grades of one in 200
feet, and in order to be able to do that at
this particular point we would have to
start altering the line many miles back
to enable us to obtain this one in 200
grade. In any case, because of the method
of passing over the Great Eastern High-
way it is not wise to reopen the line.

I think that in itself would be a suffi-
cient reason for not agreeing to the re-
opening of the line. I think it would be
a retrograde step so far as the railways
were concerned when the matter Is con-
sidered in its Proper perspective; and So
far as the hills districts are concerned I
think it would be a retrograde step for
the district if we agreed to open the line
to Darlington as a temporary expediency.
1 think we should strive to achieve co-
ordination, even with all the difficulties
that it will bring with it, and at the same
time we should strive to achieve a better
co-ordinated system for the whole of the
people of the hills area rather than for
one small section of it. I oppose the
motion.

MR. DUNN (Darling Range) [8.25
p.m.): I think the Minister has Put for-
ward a very good case as to why this
motion should not be supported, and, as
the member for the district concerned, I
am not going to support it. However, I
want to make it quite clear that I am
very sympathetic indeed to, and I am quite
aware of, the problems which are asso-
ciated with public transport in the Darling
Range electorate. It is my intention al-
ways to endeavour to get those Problems
ironed out in the best possible way, having
a full regard for the responsibilities of
sensible government which go with the
solving of these problems rather than just
to jump upon the wagon, or approach a
problem purely and simply from the point
of expediency.

I would like to repeat, that I am in full
sympathy with those in the Darling Range
electorate because they are suffering from
what I would consider to be an inadequate
public transport system. However, I feel
quite confident that the Government has
the matter well in hand and that it is ap-
proaching the problem from a sensible
viewpoint. In the main, and in the long
run, I feel sure that people in the Darling
Range electorate who are vitally con-
cerned with the matter of public trans-
port will get the best possible deal.

Perhaps it might be as well for members
if I give them a little of the history of the
closing of this line. It was actually sus-
pended by the present Opposition when
those members were in Government. ThF-
service on that line was suspended without
reference to Parliament by the Govern-
ment of the day.

It might be a good idea for me to refer
to the comments recorded in Mansard in
regard to this matter, On the 23rd Nov-
ember, 1960, the Minister for Railways
(Mr. Court) was recorded as having said-

It was suspended in 1954 by the
action of the Government of which the
honourable member was a Minister. it
was suspended, I assume, for a good
and sufficient reason. That Govern-
ment did not even seek an expression
of opinion from Parliament on that
suspension; and that Government, of
which the honourable member was a
Minister, 'was in office until 1959. if
all of a sudden this passenger trans-
port and freight service In another
member's electorate has become so
Urgent and vital, it surprises me that
the honourable member did not do
something about it when he was a
Minister of the Government to which
I have referred.

I emphasise the remarlk he made-
If all of a sudden this passenger trans-
port and freight service in another
member's electorate has become so
urgent and vital,

Mr. Brady: I represent Koongamia.
What are you talking about?7

Mr. DUNN: Here are other interesting
facts, The former member for Darling
Range (Mr. Owen) asked a question in
this House of the Minister for Railways
(Mr. Styants). His question was--

(1) In view of the serious delays in
rail traffic in the hills section of the
main line, caused by the recent acci-
dent near Parkerville, and other acci-
dents that have occurred on that
section, does he consider that the
Mundaring branch line should be
maintained for emergency traffic?

(2) if so, would it not also be pos-
sible to operate economically a diesel
service on that branch line to convey
workers to and from their work In
the metropolitan area?
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The answer given by the Minister was--

(1) The question of the necessity of
retaining the Mundaring line from Mt.
Helena to Bellevue, as a bypass, was
taken into consideration before the
decision was made to close the line. It
is the opinion of the Railways Com-
mission that the expenditure necessary
to keep it open as a bypass, in the
event of an accident occurring on the
main line between Mt. Helena and
Bellevue, which would perhaps take
place once in ten years, is not justi-
fied.

(2) The important factor is not the
difference in cost between operating
a steam-hauled train and a diesel
train, but the expense of keeping this
branch line open. The difference be-
tween the cost of operating a diesel
train and a steam train, would not
be very great. The principal reason
for closing the line is the mainten-
ance cost. Because of the hilly nature
of the country, which is traversed
between Mundaring and Bellevue, the
upkeep is very heavy. Even if we de-
cided to run a diesel train on that
line, the upkeep of the line would be
just the same as if we operated a
steam train on it. I think that for
the last Year of operation of this line,
speaking from memory, the upkeep
was about £14,500, whilst the earnings
of the branch amounted to £3,000 or
E4.000.

That reply was given by the Minister for
Railways in 1954. I wonder how far we
should go with the somersault displayed
by members opposite, who supported the
Government at that time? Here is a clear
indication of members opposite doing a
complete somersault, because it was their
Government which suspended the service
on that line, and for very good reasons.
Those same reasons apply today. Out of
the blue we see an attempt made by the
member for Swan to have the service on
that line reinstated.

Mr. Brady: Four hundred people want
the service to be reinstated.

Mr. Oldfield: The population has in-
creased since the service was suspended.

Mr. DUNN: It is quite clear this ap-
proach to the transport problem of the
district is born out of Political expediency,
because I feel quite satisfied in my mind
that members opposite have not made any
real attempt to study the problem, the
overall welfare of the People in that part
of my electorate, or the responsibility with
which the Government is charged in
spending public money. If we turn to a
scurrilous newspaper circulating in my
electorate-

Mr. H. May: Is it The West Australian?

Mr. DUNN: The honourable knows which
newspaper r am referring to. We will
find the following comments published in
it when I was engaged in my electioneer-
ing campaign-

In fine vote-catching form, Mr. Dunn
waxed enthusiastic, swore that he
would be the railway's most enthusi-
astic friend advocate and exponent.

Only one newspaper in the State would
print a report like that. What I want
to be recorded in Hansardt is that I cate-
gorically deny the assertion of that
newspaper. Never at any time did I say
during my electioneering campaign that I
was an advocate for the reinstatement of
the service on this closed line. On the con-
trary, I said exactly the opposite. The
whole of this exercise which, if it is a
political expediency, is designed to put mec
over the barrel, falls fiat. If the member
for Swvan is really concerned with the wel-
fare of the People in my electorate who
are suffering as a result of the lack of
adequate transport, he should have ap-
proached the subject from a different
angle. He should have seen me about the
matter. This remark seems to raise some
mirth from members opposite.

I draw attention to the remarks made
by the Leader of the Opposition in this
House not so long ago, in which he dealt
with the problems of the people of Tood-
yay, associated with the blasting opera-
tions. He is recorded in Hansard as hav-
ing said-

I then telephoned the Minister for
Transport-the member for Toodyay
-and advised him what had occurred.
I told him out of courtesy as member
for the district of my intention to visit
the district the next day. The member
for the district discussed the matter
with me on the most reasonable of
terms. There was complete and per-
fect understanding between us. He told
me he himself intended to visit Tood-
yay on the following Thursday.

If it is good enough for the Leader of the
Opposition to say that, when dealing with
matters affecting the people in another
member's electorate, then one would think
that members opposite would observe in
this instance what I regard to be a common
courtesy. I find it very unsettling and
disturbing to hear about a member of the
Opposition moving through my electorate
and writing to the people there to stir up
trouble, for no good purpose.

Mr. Davies: Of course it was for a pur-
pose!

Mr. DUNN: I said for no good purpose.
I make that point because I want the
member for Swan to feel that he can talk
to me whenever he likes. I am not afraid
of him, and I do not suppose he is afraid
of me. We should be able to get together
on these problems, and discuss them man
to man, as we have a common interest.
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He should not go around my electorate
without having the courtesy to tell me
what he is doing.

Mr. Brady: You know that I have re-
ferred various matters to you.

Mr. DUNN: The honourable member has
not said one word to me on this subject.

Mr. Hawke: But you are 100 per cent.
opposed to this proposition.

Mr. DUNN: I am very interested in the
welfare of the people in my electorate,
especially in regard to public transport.

Mr. Hawke: What is the good of talking
to you on this proposition? You are 100
per cent, opposed to it.

Mr. Oldfield: You want the people in
your electorate to walk instead of to travel
by train.

Mr. DUNN: In my view the Minister for
Railways has clearly answered the points
raised in this motion. The unfortunate
feature in respect of most of these prob-
lems is that we cannot all obtain the in-
formation that is available: of course, if
one takes the necessary action to obtain
the information one can usually get it.

I now refer to an article which appeared
in The West Australian of the 7th January,
1954, relating to a public meeting held in
Mundaring in protest against the suspen-
sion of the railway service in that area.
Mr. Marnie who is currently the chairman
of the Mundaring Shire Council had this
to say-

The people to be affected were con-
cerned because the Government had
"kept them very much in the dark
over the reasons for the closure.'

He was of the opinion that the Gov -
ernment should have taken the pub,
lic into its confidence to a greater ex-
tent.

In support of this Government I say we
have made quite a number of public utter-
ances in regard to what is going on. There
is no secrecy at all, because this is a
major development and will take time to
implement. Never at any time has this
Government indicated it was not aware
of, and was not prepared to do something
about this problem.

Mr. Brady: What is going on? The Min-
ister cannot tell us. Can you?

Mr. DUNN: The Minister told the hon-
ourable member this evening what was
going on.

Mr. Brady: I asked him a number of
questions and he could not give me the
information.

Mr. DUNN: The Minister also asked the
honourable member a number of ques-
tionis the other night, but he could not give
the answers. I consider that the people
are being kept reasonably informed on
this matter, as far as it is possible to do
so. The Minister has indicated it is not

right that the people concerned should
be given half the story, and then after-
wards that those who have been offended
should be placated. This is not a small
project but a major one; it involves the
replacement of one system of transport
with another, and a great deal of money
and planning.

I draw the attention of the House to
this interesting aspect: The Opposition is
complaining of the transport which is
available at the moment, but let us not
forget the Opposition was the Government
when the Metropolitan Transport Trust
was formed.

Let us see what the Minister for Trans-
port in the Government at that time had
to say. when he introduced the Bill to
set up the Metropolitan Transport Trust.
The present member for Balcatta, who
was then the Minister for Transport, had
this to say-

I have already indicated that it
might be possible to help the bus ser-
vices and also help the railways by
using a lighter type of bus in the
outer districts to bring the people
into certain railway stations in order
to continue their journey.

It is far better to have that process
than the buses come to the city half
empty, and a train running parallel
beside it, also half empty.

I think quite frankly that is exactly what
the Government is endeavouring to do and
what it will do. I feel I cannot support
the motion, although it concerns the
people in my electorate.

Mr. Graham: What did you promise
them during the election?

Mr. DUNN: I promised them the best
transport possible.

Mr. Graham: But what did you promise
them with regard to the railways?

Mr. DUNN: I never promised them one
thing in regard to the railways. At no
stage whatever did I mention the railways.

Mr. Graham: You said you would take
it up with the Minister for Railways.

Mr. DUNN: No; I dfid not.
Mr. Graham: And you certainly said

you would give them a sympathetic hear-
ing.

Mr. DUNN: I am quite clear in my mind
on what I said; but apparently members
of the Opposition are not.

Mr. Kelly: The people might not be
clear, either.

Mr. Hawke, We will check up with Mr.
Owven on that.

Mr. DUNN: However. I feel I have made
the points I wanted to make, and I have
cleared up the matters which were in
doubt. I am not going to support the
motion.
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MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) [8.48
pin]: We heard the Minister for Rail-
ways tonight give us a lengthy resume of
the history of the closing of this section
of railway line. He said it happened in
1953, but completely overlooked the fact
that since then there have been vast
changes in the population of the Darling-
ton area. He chided the member for Swan
for again bringing the matter before the
H-ouse. However, the other night, when
discussing the motion concerning the ap-
pointment of an ombudsman, he said this
is the place to which grievances should be
brought. If there are 400 people anxiously
awaiting the reopening of the railway line,
surely we should be allowed to bring the
matter before the House to have the
grievance fully aired! I do not think it
was either fair or just of the Minister to
chide the member for Swan for taking the
action he has taken.

Apart from giving us a history of the rail-
way line the Minister did not say very much
else at all except that the costs-apart from
the direct labour costs-could be astronomi-
cal. He said they could be astronomical-
not that they would be. He did not proceed
further to tell us just what they were like.
Surely if they would be astronomical, and
if it were a vital point to the debate, the
Minister in his usual very careful and
thorough manner would have presented
some figures to the House for the inf or-
miatlon of members. However, It is the
opinion of the railwaymen, with their
considerable experience, that the line
could and should be reopened and that it
Would work reasonably economically.

The first shot fired by the Government,
following the introduction of this motion,
was the announcement by the Premier of
the proposed rapid transit system. This
was a master plan to serve not only the
area under discussion tonight, but the
whole metropolitan area. However, I think
it is safe to say that this opening shot
misfired badly. It seems to be the unani-
mous opinion of the people in Darlington,
Eoya, Helena Valley, and Glen Forrest,
that the proposals put up in the rapid
transit plan are indeed available to them
now. They already have the very doubt-
ful privilege of being able to travel to
Midland Junction by bus, from which
place they can catch the train to Perth.
This is a privilege which has been avail-
able to them for a considerable time.

At the moment, If the residents are
lucky enough to get a bus from Darling-
ton that will dovetail in with a train service
operating from Midland Junction it still
takes them slightly in excess of an hour
to get to Perth. I repeat that that is if
they are lucky enough to get a connec-
tion. It is estimated that if diesel rail-
ears were to be utilised. the journey from
Darlington to Perth could be made in
something like 42 minutes. Therefore I

believe these people have a genuine grizzle
if, in this busy world, they must travel at
least 20 minutes extra from their homes
to the city merely because the Government
does not see fit to reopen the railway line.

Apart from this general expression which
I have just made, there was a meeting
of an association, the name of which I do
not recall, but it is something like the
hills railway reopening committee. It was
composed of residents from the Darling-
ton area, members of the progress assd-
ciation at Helena Valley, and ratepayers
from Glen Forrest. They met and studied
the report which had been made by the
Premier. Their reactions were reported
in the Weekend News of the 21st Septem-
ber, as follows:-

A. F. Dali, the chairman of a corn-
mnittee appointed by three hills pro-
gress associations to support the rail
extension plan, said today:

"We feel that the future will bring
increased congestion to Midland if it
has to handle outlying areas under the
rapid-transit system."

All in all, they expressed considerable dis-
pleasure with the proposals as they had
been announced through the Press: and
that, of course, is the only way the people
had of finding out the situation, because
up to that stage no member of Parlia-
ment had any idea of the proposals. In-
deed, wve only know of them now in a
general way.

The point, of course, is that this rapid
transit system need not provide for the
terminal to be at Midland Junction. This
need only be one of the stations along the
line or one oif the main stations. Darling-
ton could easily be the terminal as it has
plenty of room for parking space and this
would do away with much of the conges-
tion which is evident and would, no doubt,
continue to exist in Midland Junction
even with the most careful town planning.

Apart from the reactions of the hills
transport co-ordination committee, there
was certain other action taken to ascertain
the feeling of the residents in the area. In
this connection, again, the local branch
of the A.L.P. was, as always, anxious and
ready to render the community a service.
It took a petition around to ascertain the
reaction of the residents. Unfortunately
all this had to be done in a hurry. In fact,
there were only three days in whidh to
circulate the petition and bring it to Par-
liament.

I think there were something like
320 people approached and of that
number only six refused to sign the peti-
Mion. Of those six, two were concerned
with the establishment of a drive-in
theatre at Darlington, on railway property,
and naturally they did not want to see
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their venture jeopardised as it would be
if the Government decided to reopen the
railway. I do not know why the other
four did not sign the petition. Possibly
they were not concerned with the trans-
port of the future or possibly they felt
that the service already provided was ade-
quate for them. However. I believe that
considerable significance must be paid to
the fact that over 300 people expressed to
the Government a desire for the railway
to be reopened.

The existing transport system in the
Mundaring shire is appalling and I can
understand the concern of the member for
Darling Range, although he does not ap-
pear to be getting very much done. The
Minister for Railways has told delegations
on several occasions that the rapid transit
proposals will solve everything, but now
these proposals have been released it is
quite obvious that they fall far short of
what is required, and, in effect, there will
be no improvement at all.

In 1955 the Government promised the
local residents that the service would be
resumed immediately diesel railcars were
available. The use of steam cars and the
expense involved was one of the argu--
ments used at that time for not reopen-
ing the line. However, since then, diesel
railcars have become readily available and
could be used. This, of course, knocked
out one of the arguments advanced way
back in 1955 when the present Opposition
was in Government.

The Country Party strongly opposed the
suspension of the service in 1955 and I
think has quietly promised residents that
it would work for the reopening of the line.
I believe the former member for Darling
Range, Mr. Owen, gave that pledge, and
I understand the present member for
Darling Range also gave it, although we
have heard him tonight deny it. A Coun-
try Party member in the Legislative Coun-
cil has also tried on many occasions and
in devious ways to get the line re-
opened. As there is a chance that the
service could break even economically,
which I think it would, it would be worth
while reopening it. I believe it would pos-
sibly have a chance of running at a profit.

Mr. Court: Not a chance.
Mr. DAVIES: The reopening would only

entail the addition of another 21 miles
to the existing Bellevue-Koongamia sec-
tion which is a heavy rail track in very
good condition, considering the time it has
been out of use. Indeed, until recently
it was used as far as Boys quite regularly
and It really only requires the section
from Boys to Darlington to be brought
up to standard.

I believe that once the railway was
brought back into operation the already
increasing population would continue to
expand because the railway would Provide
a quick access to the city and people
would be pleased to live in the area.

On the subject of travelling time I was
rather intrigued by a question put to the
Minister for Railways on Wednesday, the
25th September, as follows:-

(1) How many minutes would it take
railcars to run from Koongamia,
to Darlington?

(2) What would be the cost of time
for two wages employees on each
trip?

Mr. Court replied-
(1) and (2) The time taken to run

from Koongamnia to Darlington
would be 13 minutes and, allow-
ing for stops at Boys and Darling-
ton, the round trip would take
about 30 minutes.

The distance, I believe, is 2 miles and
50 chains; and if it takes 13 minutes as
the Minister claims, the speed of the rail-
way car would be something like 12 miles
an hour, even allowing for the stops he
mentions. I think that even the Minister
will agree that the W.A.G.R., allowing for
the grade, could travel faster than 12
miles an hour. Therefore I feel that this
is just another obstacle to try to prevent
people showing an Interest in or advocat-
in~g the reopening of the line.

The Minister has indicated by his reply
to the question that things would be pretty
bad; but when the situation is examined
it is found that the answer to the question
is not what it should be and the Minister
should have known as well as I that that
would be the position.

Mr. Court: I think that I would back
the judgment of the railway boys on that
one.

Mr. DAVIES: As a matter of fact I
have been in touch with some of the
railway boys and the opinion is that the
time stated in that question was un-
doubtedly ridiculous; and I think if the
Minister ponders the point he will see that
it is so. I felt that the member for Darl-
ing Range was having a shilling each way
on this motion. He said he was aware of
the problems of the district, but then pro-
ceeded to castigate the member for Swan
for not going to him to discuss the matter
before it was brought up In the House.

If the member for Darling Range was
sympathetic to, and aware of, the problems
of his electorate, and was in touch with
his electors, he would surely have known
the moves that were going on. Indeed. he
quoted a report from The West Australian
back in July concerning a meeting that
had been held by the co-ordinatin- com-
mittee; and I would have thought that
if he had any real concern for the future
of the Koongamla-Darlington railway, he
would be in touch with the secretary of
that committee to find out what the Prob-
lems were.
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in view of the admissions made by the
member for Darling Range, and the fact
that he had not been in touch with this
committee, and because of the approaches
that have been made to the member for
Swan, I1 think the member for Swan had
every right to bring this complaint before
the House to have it aired.

The member for Darling Range said he
was not anxious to jump on the band
wagon in regard to moving this motion,
but he Was certainly anxious to jump on
the band wagon during the previous elec-
tion for the Darling Range seat. I believe
he used this matter as a political ex-
pedient; and he has the gall now to charge
us with using political expediency In bring-
ing it before the House.

This is not the first time this question
has been before the House; and in view
of the fact that so many people have
indicated their concern and interest in it,
if the responsible member cannot do
s9omething about it then we cannot blame
a member from a neighbouring electorate
f or bringing the matter forward.

I have nothing more to say on the
motion except to repeat that it is about
time that Parliament kept faith with the
hills district people, even if the present
Government and the member for Darling
Range think otherwise.

MR. D. G. MAY (Canning) [9.2 p.m.]:
I1 shall make a contribution to the debate
because I listened to the Minister make
two speeches on motions, and I felt thiat
he spoke with his tongue in his cheek. I
have listened repeatedly to some of the
arguments he has put forward:, and whilst
I have not worried about substantiating
them. I felt he put forward pretty fair
arguments. I listened to the Minister to-
night to see whether he could give some
reasonable excuse for this line remaining
closed. Apart from the fact that he said
the standard gauge line would cross the
Koongamia line, X could find no reason
for his condemning the motion.

it is strange that the siding at Koon-
gamla was opened because the trains
which were stationary at Bellevue would
be stationary for a certain time and it
was decided to extend the line to Koon-
gamia-another mile.

I think everyone knows that over the
past three or four years the passenger
service in Western Australia has declined
considerably. As a matter of fact in The
West Autstralian this morning there was an
article on the decline in passenger patron-
age in the metropolitan area. But only a
short time ago the Koongamia line was
opened for another mile in order to cater
for approximately 400 people, even though
the Minister knew the passenger service In
the metropolitan area was showing a loss.
So one minute he puts up the argument
that it is uneconomic to run the line to

Koongamia and on to Darlington, and the
next he turns around and extends the
service from Bellevue to Koongamla.

The travelling time, as was pointed out
bY my colleague, the member for Victoria
Park, would take approximately 42 minutes
for the trip from Darlington to Perth.
The present bus service takes about 1 hour
15 minutes, or 1 hour 20 minutes, to do
the same trip.

It is interesting to note that some time
ago the member for Darling Range asked
a question in the House. Incidentally, he
did not mention it tonight, and I thought
that was most unusual. He asked the
Minister for Transport the following ques-
tion:-

What amount of profit or loss in the
years 1961-62 and 1962-63 is attribut-
table to the provision of public trans-
port in the-

(a) Boyc - Darlington - Glen For-
rest-Mundaring and Swan
View area;

The answer given was that in 196 1-62,
there was a loss of £17,933 and in 1962-63,
a loss of £16,647. Over a two-year period
there was a loss of £34,000;, and that is
the position in regard to the present bus
service In the hills district. I was
astounded when the member for Darling
Range did not mention that aspect tonight
As a matter of f act I felt, when he was
speaking, that I was sitting in a hall in
Darlington on election day. It is strange
that he could read from Hansard certain
matters that happened many years ago
but could not read something that is cur-
rent.

In The West Australian on the 20th
July, 1962, there appeared an article
headed, "Hills Receive Steady Flow of
Promises." There certainly was more flow
of promises than of railway line. The
article had this to say-

The Liberals are promising imme-
diate co-ordination of rail and road
services after the return of Railways
Commissioner Wayne from overseas.

I do not know what Immediate co-ordi-
nation means; but it is 12 months since
the commissioner returned from overseas,
and we have had nothing but a recent
statement in the paper to the effect that
a rapid transit system would be put into
operation; or that investigations were be-
ing made in respect of the Implementation
of a rapid transit system. If the time it has
taken to make the investigation is any
indication of a rapid transit system, it
will be some time before the people in the
hills district reach a satisfactory conclu-
sion to their problem.

I was a bit perturbed because in the
same article there was mention of another
rapid transit system in the Kenwick-
Arrnadale area. When I asked the Mini-
ster where the rapid transit system would
operate in the Kenwick-Armadale area he
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was very vague. I paint out that the dis-
tance between Kenwick and Armadale is
10 miles.

Since this announcement by the Minister
appeared in the paper, people have been
continually contacting me to know whether
their place was going to be resumed, and
to find out when various other aspects
of the problem would be dealt with. But
we do not know when it will come about.
All we do is to put apprehension in the
minds of the people and go on our merry
way. If announcements are going to be
made in the paper, some definite informa-
tion should be given, because the people in
the area are very apprehensive; and I can
well understand their attitude in the
Darlington area.

Another point I wish to bring forward is
in regard to the possible patronage of the
area if the line is extended to Darlington.
In Koongamia there is a population of
approximately 400 to 450. and in and
around Darlington there would also be
about 450 people. This gives, in round
figures, a population of 1,000 people in
the area; but, of course, not all of them
would patronise the train. However. if
the service were a good one I am sure it
would be patronised.

I know for a fact that most of the
womenfolk in the Darlington area would
like their husbands to leave the car at
home when they go to work in the morn-
ing, because of the hilly terrain and the
position of their homes. The shopping
centre is quite a considerable distance
from where the majority of the people
live, and I1 am sure the women would be
only too pleased if their husbands would
leave the car at home and patronise the
railways. That is one aspect which could
be taken into consideration when the mat-
ter is investigated.

I feel that the Minister has not given
us any definite evidence why the line
should not be reopened. He gave quite a
history of why it was closed;, but I think
those nmtters are several years old, and
it is about time we brought them up to
date and decided to do a bit of steady
thinking in regard to the future.

I realise it is a terrific job to build a
Junction in the Bellevue area with the ad-
vent of the standard gauge. But, if! I
remember correctly, we will have the same
problemn at Northam and other towns. If
we are going to run a fast transit service
-a co-ordinated transit -service-from the
Darling Range hills district to Midland
Junction, we will still have many of the
problems which are inherent in the estab-
lishment of a standard gauge railway. If
this line is extended to Darlington I think
there will be no reason why that area
should not have a depot, or be an origi-
nating point for the fast transit service.
The buses could go from Darlington and
return with their passengers and deposit
them for fast transit on the diesel cars.

Another matter that should be taken
into consideration-and this also is quite
current because in this morning's paper
we see that our goods traffic has shown a
decline in the past 12 months-is this,
Originally when the line was constructed,
quite a lot of patronage in respect of
fruit, and produce of that nature, was
given to the rail service. If a diesel car
were put on this line, not only would it
carry passengers, but there would be a
certain amount of fruit and vegetables,
and other produce, that could be carried
in it. This has been done successfully in
other places and I see no reason why it
could not be done in the hills area.

There is nothing else I wish to say except
I can remember that some considerable
time ago the motto of the Railways De-
partment was "Service," and I think that
is of paramount importance if we are to
place the department on a commercial
basis. The men in the Railways Dlepart-
ment are doing Quite a good job;, they are
all very keen. The old idea that the rail-
wayman was not considered in the best
light by the population has been elimi-
nated; and I think that if we give the
railwaymen some satisfaction we will really
be doing something to help them. We
should see that these lines which we con-
sider should be opened are opened for the
convenience of the public.

I can remember going out in the country
and around to various properties to find
out what potential there would be for
establishingz stock races or facilities for
direct handling at different sidings; and
if the potential was there the facility
would be provided. The same principle
applies in regard to population. We have
1,000 people in the area concerned, and
they could patronise this service if it were
instituted; and I think they should be
given the opportunity of patronising a rail
service, which would be much quicker and
more comfortable than the bus service.

Recently, a spate of criticism has been
published in the Presps on this matter, but
I am sure the people in the hills would
prefer to travel to Perth by train than by
bus. Therefore, I have much pleasure in
supporting the motion moved by the mem-
ber for Swan.

MR. GRAYDEN (South Perth) rg.i6
p.m.1: I did not intend to speak on the
motion, but after listening to several of
the speeches by members of the Opposi-
tion I feel obliged to do so. This motion
reads,-

That in the opinion of this House
the railway sF-rvir2 now suspended
between Koongamia and Darllngton
should be reinstated.

To listen to some of the speeches by Labor
members this evening, one would not get
the slightest inkling that this line was
discontinued by a Labor Government as
far back as 1954. Despite this, members
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of the Opposition criticise the Government
in this House in 1953 because this
line was suspended, completely overlooking
the fact that it was their own Government
and their own Minister (Mr. Styants) who
were responsible for the discontinuance
of this line in 1954.

Mr. H. May: You are a different man
now from what you were in 1954,

Mr. GRAYDEN: For the residents in the
hills area the situation has not changed.
If anything, they are now better off with
their existing travel facilities than they
were in 1954 when the Labor Government
suspended the operations of this railway
line. When the member for Darling Range
spoke, he referred to the Labor news-
Paper known as The Western Sun, I
am sorry he did not mention its name.
He spoke of that newspaper being a
scurrilous one, but he did not name it.
I take the opportunity of doing so now
so that the responsibility for its state-
ments can be sheeted home where it be-
longs.

The member for Darling flange made
only a passing reference to The Western
Sun, but I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to read the whole of the article
published in that newspaper which I re-
gard as being scurrilous, and which in-
dicates the type of newspaper it is. The
Western Sun is the official organ of the
Labor Party of Western Australia. The
following article appeared in the Septem-
ber, 1963 issue:-

Liberal Party MELA for Darling
Range, Mr. K. Dunn, is sweating on
the horns of a dilemma.

The ALP has moved a resolution
in the Legislative Assembly calling on
the Government to resume suburban
rail services between Koongamia and
Darlington.

Some 1,000 residents of Darlington,
Glen Forrest, Boya and 'Helena Valley
are singing the same tune.

Swimming against the stream is
Railways Minister Mr. C. W. M. Court.
He is -trying to take Mr. Dunn with
him, even if he drowns the Honour-
able Member for Darling Range in the
attempt.

During last year's State general
election campaign district residents,
already sick-to-death of painful jour-
neys to Perth by irregular, lethargic
MTJTr tumbrils, sought candidate
Dunn's views on restoration of the
railway.

In fine vote-catching form, Mr.
Dunn waxed enthusiastic, swore that
he would be the railways most en-
thusiastic friend, advocate and ex-
ponent.

The Labor Party also promised on
behalf of its candidate that if it were
returned to office the line would be
reopened.

The fact that Mr. Dunn, who woni
the seat, later ran dead and left it to
the defeated ALP to honour the un-
dertaking and move to re-open the
line puzzled hills dwellers.

But their bewilderment paled by
contrast with their anger when they
read in their local newspaper supple-
ment the staggering intelligence that
Mr. Dunn would vote AGAINST the
measure when it came before Parlia-
ment.

It is Quite obvious who is pulling
the strings, but. Mr. Court will not
be doing Mr. Dunn a favour if he
makes him somersault on this issue,

In fact, if he does vote against the
measure, Mr. Dunn might just as well
make up his mind that he will be
very much the pro-tern holder of a
gold pass.

Now that the ALP has decided to
leave the seat clear for the retalia-
tory blast that Mr. Dunn will in any
case collect from the Country Party
in 1965, he is in deep enough trouble.

This would be the last straw.
Electors have an historic antipathy

to venal politicians who repudiate
promises, particularly where they have
been fooled on matters which affect
them personally.

Canvassers in the northern hills who
have been taking an opinion-sampl-
Ing petition praying for resumption of
their rail service report that Mr. Dunn
can write off a formidable proportion
of his former supporters if he lets
them down on this issue.

They know that his is the decisive
vote in a finely-balanced House and
they will not miss him if it goes the
wrong way.

And It could be an utterly fruitless
gesture on Mr. Dunn's part.

The hills are on an area of fairly
weighty Country Party Support and it
is unlikely that the OP will take Mr.
Court as seriously or their own elec-
toral interests as lightly as Mr. Dunn
seems prepared to do.

That was the article which appeared in the
September issue of The Western Sun. I
repeat it is scurrilous and in most parts
is completely and utterly untrue. If the
Labor Party think they are gaining some
kudos among their supporters by publish-
ing rubbish such as that I cannot under-
stand their mentality.

Mr. H. May: Perhaps they cannot under-
stand yours.

Mr. GRAYDIEN: I want to emnphasise
that the article states--

In fine vote-catching form, Mr.
Dunn waxed enthusiastic, swore that
he would be the railways most enthu-
siastic friend, advocate and exponent.
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There was another statement in that
article to the effect that Mr. Dunn had
stated that if he were returned he would
ensure that the line was reopened. That
statement, of course, is an absolute lie,
and I deny it categorically.

Mr. H. May: How can you say it is a
lie?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I can assure members
it is a lie for the reason that during that
campaign I happened to be the chairman
at many of Mr. Dunn's election meetings.
To my surprise, Mr. Dunn made it quite
clear that he was not in favour of this
line being reopened, but was more in fav-
our of a transport service which would
serve all hills residents along the lines
nowv proposed. I repeat that because I
attended most of Mr. Dunn's campaign
meetings-and in most cases chaired them
-1 can tell members of the Opposition
that that is exactly what he said and I
will defy any member of the Opposition
to support the contention that he said any-
thing like what was published in The
Western Sun. I defy any member of the
Opposition to do that; but, of course, not
one of them could do it. Yet statements
such as I have quoted are published in The
Western Sun when it is known they are
completely untrue.

I regret that I cannot locate the other
statement I was looking for in this article
in Tire Western Sun newspaper.

Mr. Norton: Can't the member for Dar-
ling Range reply to that himself?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for Dar-
ling Range has already spoken, and I am
taking the opportunity to make it known
-having chaired many of the meetings
held during Mr. Dunn's election campaign
-to members of the Opposition that what
they are saying is completely untrue. I
ask any member of the Labor Party to
rise in his seat and say that he heard Mr.
Dunn say these things: but, of course, not
one of them could do so. However, we
have come to expect such statements from
members of the Labor Party.

Mr. H. May: Tell us what Mr. Dunn
has done about it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am sorry to take up
the time of the House, Mr. Speaker-

Mr. Norton: Well, sit down!
Mr. Jamieson; The statement is not

there.
Mr. GRAYDEN: This is the September

Issue of The Western Sun from which I
hive read the article to the House. I re-
peat that the statements published inl The
Westernl Sunt are completely untrue. It
Is a scurrilous article and, in fact, in MY
opinion it is libellous. I regret that Mr.
Dunn did not take some action in regard
to it, and I am surprised that Labor Party
members allowed it to be published in their
newspaper.

For the life of me, I cannot see why
so many members of the Opposition are
interested in this matter when they have
so many other problems which demand
their attention in their own electorates.
The member for Swan has moved this
motion; he intends to reply to the debate
on it this evening:, and he has presented
a petition to the House signed by hills
residents. In other words, Over the past
few months a great portion of his time
has been taken up on this issue. It Is
well known that there is an understanding
between members of this House that one
member shall not enter the neighbouring
electorate of another member and inter-
fere with the affairs of that electorate.
The Problems that arise in each electorate
are dealt with only by the member repre-
senting it.

That rule has always been in existence;
hut recently we had the Leader of the
Opposition committing a similar act when
he went into the Toodyay district. However,
he apologized to the member for Toodyay
for doing so. He telephoned, requesting
him to accompany the leader of the Op-
Position on an inspection of the district. I
admit there were different circumstances
associated with that particular incident,
but it still does not excuse the Leader of
the Opposition for Interfering in that
matter in the electorate adjoining his.

There is far less excuse for the member
for Swan in taking up this issue in the
electorate represented by the member for
Darling Range, particularly in view of the
fact that it was the Labor Party which
suspended this line in 1954. One would
think the member for Swan had no prob-
lems to solve in his electorate. One would
think he had nothing to do all day but
pit in the library of Parliament House, or
look around the electorates of Western
Australia seeking matters not affecting
Western Australia as a whole, but which
were the concern of' only one particular
district so that he could embarrass the
member representing that district.

The member for Swvan is not interested
in the slightest in the welfare of the resi-
dents of the Darling Range district. He
is greatly Interested, however, in unseating
the member for Darling Range. As a re-
sult. the member for Swan breaches this
unwritten rule that exists between mem-
bers of this House by entering an ad-
joining electorate to deal with purely a
local matter. In the meantime, of course,
he is neglecting his own electorate. One
could not pass through Midland Junction
without realising immediately that a great
deal of work is required to bring that dis-
trict up to the standard of adjoining dis-
tricts. I do not wish to cast any reflection
on Midland, because I realise that people
there have been labouring for many Years.
I do think, however, that a great deal
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more could have been done for the resi-
dents of Midland Junction, and I think
it is the obligation of the member for
Swan to do something about it.

I am not going to detail all the things
that require airing, but I can assure mem-
bers of the House that their number is
legion. There are innumerable things oc-
cur ring out at Midland Junction which
require attention, and yet the member for
Swan ignores these problems in his own
electorate, and goes into an adjoining
electorate to try to stir up political trouble.
Hle does that well knowing it was
his own Government which closed this
line In 1954. In those circumstances it is
sheer hypocrisy for Labor members to try
to make out that this Government, and
particularly the member for Darling
Range, is -nat carrying out all that should
be done about reopening this line.

This is more hypocritical, particularly
when the member for Swan, and the other
members on that side of the House, know
only too well what the Government's
transport plans are for that area. They
know that the transport project which the
Government has in wind will meet all
the requirements of the electors in Darling
Range; not merely of a few in one parti-
cular area.

Another matter to which I wish to draw
attention is the petition that has been
put forward by the member for Swan.
When that petition was presented In this
House, one expected it to be representative
of the feeling of residents in the locality
in which it was taken out. I do not know
whether this is true or not, but if it is, it
is extremely serious and something should
be done about it-and I askc members of
the Opposition to repudiate it if it is not
true-but I anm told that all the Labor
members of this House, with the excep-
tion of the Leader of the Opposition, actu-
ally signed the petition asking that this rail
service be reopened. in the absence of
any denials from the opposition benches
it would appear that this is so. If It is,
it is most serious.

Mr. H. May: You don't know what you
are talking about.

Mr. GRAYDEN: Here we have a peti-
tion which is supposed to represent the
feelings of people in the area about which
we are talking, and it is signed by a large
number of the members of the Opposition.
I wonder how many other people who have
no interest in the area under discussion
have signed that petition! It is a disgrace-
ful thing, and again it is a reflection on
members of the Opposition. I did not in-
tend to speak on this matter.

Mr. Graham: It's all right. Nobody has
been listening to you.

Mr. GRAYIJEN: I did so, however, after
hearing members opposite speak in this
political fashion, trying to make an

issue out of something which is their re-
sponsibility; or for which they were ini-
tially responsible. They closed the line;
or at least they had the line suspended.

Mr. Graham:. Your Government brought
down a Bill to close it.

Mr. GRAYDEN: An interjection like
that from the member for Ealcatta is
rather funny, particularly when he has
closed more lines than anybody else in
Western Australia.

Mr. Graham: With your approval.
Mr. GRAYDEN: The member for Sal-

catta has closed more lines than any other
member who has sat in this House.

Mr. Graham: I never closed one; your
Government did.

Mr. GRAYDEN: And then we have the
member for Swan seeking to have this
line reopened, after his own Government
closed it in 1954.

Mr. Graham: The Labor Government
did not close It.

Mr. GRAYIJEN: This again Indicates the
hypocrisy of members of the Opposition.
They come here a few years after closing
the line, when transport facilities have
improved in that area, and they want the
line reopened.

Mr. Graham: How would you know?
Mr. GRAYDEN: I daresay, after the

Darling Range election, when they pro-
mised the electors they would open this
line, the Labor Party was very happy when
its candidate was defeated. It Is easy for
the Labor Party to go into an electorate
which they know they cannot win and
make promises of this kind. They knew
they had no chance of winning that seat;
they only wished to embarrass the Oov-
erment by telling the people that the
line had been closed, and that they would
reopen it. They must be happy that their
candidate was not returned, because they
would have been In a difficult Position in
being committed to reopen the line. The
member for Baleatta was responsible for
closing more lines in Western Australia
than any other man in the history of the
State.

Mr. Grahamn: Is that good or bad?
Mr. GRAYDEN: How can members op-

posite justify that sort of thing?
Mr. Graham: Are you criticising me, or

blaming me?

Mr. GRAYDEN: How can the mnember
for Balcatta support the opening of thh
line when he closed more lines than any.
body else? He knows he cannot Justify it
Re thinks the electors have short memories
His action is nothing but a gratuitous in-
sult to the people of Darling Range. HE
is more or less telling them he regards
them as people of below normal intelli-
gence, and indicating that they would havc
forgotten it was his Government whici.
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closed this line. In those circumstances it
is painful to hear him now, advocating the
reopening of this line.

AIR. BRADY (Swan) [9.37 p.m.]: I
will start my reply by using the words
of the member for South Perth, and indi-
cate how painful it is to see him going
through his gyrations, and to hear him
speak as he has done tonight. If there was
ever a lot of tommyrot spoken it was
spoken by the member for South Perth. He
talks about members entering other mem-
bers' electorates, and yet we have the
member for South Perth travelling all over
Western Australia, as far afield as out
from Derby, to find natives with their
noses dropping off and their ears rotting;
then he goes to Leonora where he looks
at some secret burial ground, and weapons;
where somebody was supposed to have
taken certain weapons, and so on. He
then continues on to the Warburton
Ranges, and enters every electorate but
his own.

If ever a reflection was cast on members
it was east by the member for South Perth
while travelling around Australia interfer-
ing with the electorates of other members.
But that is the general character of the
member for South Perth in matters of this
kind. The member for South Perth has
been trying to attack members on this side
of the House for slaying Mr. Dunn, and his
activities in the Darling Range electorate.
Members on this side of the House did not
slay Mr. Dunn at all. The motion was
directed at the Government and the Min-
ister for Railways. Mr. Dunn was not
mentioned, nor was The Western Sun.

The member for South Perth talks about
scurrilous articles, but he omitted to men-
tion certain articles which appeared in a
paper called The West Australian on Sep-
tember 12th. I do not know whether he
considers this a scurrilous newspaper. Re-
ferring to what the member for Darling
Range and the Progress Association had
said, it points out-

The Government had promised that
road transport would replace the rail
transport and that the service to the
hills would improve.

When the line had been open there
had been no liaison between rail and
road services and each had competed
for passengers.

However, when the trains had stop-
ped running the bus service had de-
teriorated.

The member for South Perth can also
hear a quotation from The Weekend News
dated the 21st September, 1963, which
says "Hills not happy with plan", and it
goes on to discuss what the chairman of
the local committee had said. He said-

We feel that the future will bring
increased congestion to Midland if it
has to handle outlying areas under
the rapid-transit system.

The member for South Perth did not
quote those newspapers. I do not know
whether it is because he considered them
scurrilous, or whether he thought they
do not have sufficient standing in the com-
munity.

Reference was made by the member for
South Perth to the petition I presented
to the House. When I presented the peti-
tion I made a point of saying that it had
been signed by members of the Assembly,
and by the people in the Hills. There was
no question of secrecy. This was told to
the House immediately. The honourable
member also referred to the question of
entering the electorate of the member for
Darling Range, but I would point out that
half of that area is in my electorate, and
I feel I am entitled to take up matters
concerning it. The member for South
Perth has gone on with a lot of tommy-
rot.

Mr. Hawke: A lot of billyrot.
Mr. Dunn: Why didn't you come and

see me?
Mr. Graham: Why didn't you go and

see him?
Mr. BRADY: The member for Darling

Range will recall that on many occasions
I have taken him out of this House and
introduced him to people from his own
electorate who have come to me with
problems.

Mr. Hawke: Of course, you have been
carrying him.

Mr. BRADY: I have consistently refer-
red to the member for Darling Range mat-
ters from his own electorate. When mat-
ters concern my electorate I am entitled to
refer to them, and I intend to do so. The
member for Darling Range should look
after the activities in his own electorate
without worrying about those in other
people's electorates.

For the edification of the honourable
member I would point out that the initial
step to close this line was taken by the
McLarty-Watts Government of which he
was a supporter. The honourable mem-
ber has only to look up the Royal Comn-
mission's Report No. 9, at page 115, which
says-

The Bellevue-Mundaring-Mt. Helena
Section was first mooted for closure
in 1951 but it was not until 24th Jan-
uary, 1954, that services were termi-
nated.

Mr. Grayden: By a Labor Government.
Mr. BRADY: The member for South

Perth seeks to avoid the fact that the ini-
tial step to close this line was taken
by the McLarty-Watts Government. The
McLartY-Watts Government was at its
wits' end and did not know what to do.
it was looking for lines to close, and it
closed 700-odd miles of line. The mem-
ber for Darling Range said I was asked
a question and I did not answer it. I tried
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to do the right thing. I could have spoken
on this motion for hours, and hours, with
the material at my disposal.

Mr. Court: I thought that's what you
did.

Mr. BRADY: But I did not do so delib-
erately. I apologise to the Minister for
Railways for not having read the leading
article, but I will do so now in ext enso.
The following article appeared in The West
Aus±tralian of the 4th February, 1955,
under the heading. "A Diesel Car Service
May Run to the Hills." That was in 1955,
and this is 1963-eight years ago. It
reads as follows: -

Steam trains have almost certainly
gone forever from the Mundaring rail-
way line,

The Premier (Mr. Hawke) made this
clear yesterday when he received a
deputation led by Mr. S. Williams,
chairman of the Hills Railway Pro-
test Committee.

However, the Premier gave the
deputation hope by explaining that It
might one day be possible to reopen
the line for passenger services with
diesel cars.

This was the Government's policy
whenever possible, he said.

He also assured the deputation that
the rails would not be torn up, despite
reports to the contrary.

Mr. Hawke was told that two mass
protest meetings in Mundaring Indi-
cated quite clearly thait residents
vigorously opposed the closing of the
line.

He was handed a petition signed by
1,151 people asking for the line to be
re-opened.

I think the Premier at that time was
honest in his desire to help the People
in the hills, but the diesel rail cars were
not available.

Mr. Hawke: And very statesmanlike as
well.

Mr. BRADY: I hope the member for
South Perth will sit up and take notice
of this: Whilst the Labor Premier agreed
to consider the reopening of the line when
diesel rail cars were available, the Minis-
ter for Railways in this Government
brought in a Bill to permanently close
the line!

Mr. Hawke: That is it.
Mr. BRADY: We were told that it was

not economic to operate this two miles
50 chains of line, yet I mentioned in this
House on the 18th September that the
Government had reopened three other
lines and was losing £90,000. I hope the
member for South Perth will come to the
hills and tell the people that the Govern-
ment is not in favour of opening this two
miles 50 chains of railway, but it is in
favour of losing £90,000 on three country

lines. if the member for South Perth
did that, he would not come to this
House-

Mr. Grayden: Are you going to tell us
what the Premier said after the 1957 depu-
tation?

Mr. BRADY: The member for South
Perth is right: Midland is going back
under this Government. The Minister for
Railways has cut down the staff at Mid-
land by hundreds during the term of offie
of this Government. The Minister for
Transport could tell members that time
and time again the member for Swan
has asked for traffi signals and other
amenities for Midland Junction, but has
not got them. The Minister for Works
could state that the member for Swan
has been asking for an improvement In
main roads. At the opening of the Swan
District Hospital on Friday of last week, I
advocated that there should be an aged
men's and an aged women's home in the
district. If a Labor Government were in
office I venture the opinion that all of
these problems would have been gradually
taken in hand and gradually solved. The
member for South Perth seems to be for-
tunate in his electorate. There are more
flashing signals In the South Perth area
than there are between Perth and Midland
Junction. There are none in my electorate
at all.

If the member for South Perth wants
to do something for Midland, he will ad-
vocate that his Government do something
for the M-idland area, becautie he could
not be more right when he says that Mid-
land has a lot of problems. I am afraid
that while this Government is in office,
those problems will continue.

Mr. Hawke: South Perth has one big
problem!

Mr. BRADY: Until the people of Swan
and the people of Western Australia
change the complexion of the Government
in this State, these problems will remain
with us. I have covered the matters men-
tioned by the member for South Perth in
case there is anyone who thinks that
everything in Midland is O.K. I can as-
sure everybody I worry about them more
than the member for South Perth does.

When replying, the Minister, in one way,
was generous to the House. He gave a
minimum reply. He did not deal with all
the matters I raised. He did not tell us
why the Government was spending £90,000
to keep three lines opened, while the people
in the hills only want ij miles opened.
Hle did not tell us what the 3,000 people
who are entitled to consideration should
get In regard to up-to-date transport. The
Minister for Railways apparently quoted
what the Transport Board recommended.
He must not forget that the Transport
Board at the time was not worrying about
railways. That was its last consideration,
as it is more interested in road transport.
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If there is ever a tragedy in Western
Australia it is the conflict there has been
between road transport and the railways.
The Transport Board in its report recom-
mended to the Government of the day-

(a) That the rail service be suspended;
(b) That all arrangements necessary,

be made for the running of an
adequate road service for passen-
gers, existing road services be
allowed to cater for all goods
traffic;

(c) That, if after 12 months' trial of
such road transportation, experi-
ence shows that it can cater ade-
quately for the needs of the dis-
trict, the railway be permanently
closed.

That is the whole point: Road transport
has not adequately catered for the district,
and that is exactly why people, over a
period of nine years, have taken up no
less than five petitions.

Mr, O'Neil: Five years of your Govern-
ment!

Mr. BRADY: Of course. In that five
years we were trying to clean up the
mess left by the MeLarty-Watts Govern-
ment,

Mr. Graham: And what a mess, with
three commissioners not on speaking terms
with one another!

Mr, Court: I will tell you some of the
things we had to clean up in a minute-

Mr. Graham: Tell us!
Mr. BRADY: There Is an amazing inter-

lude in regard to this matter. On the eve
of this motion being introduced into the
House, the Premier, and I think the Min-
ister for Railways, rushed to the Press and
told the people in the hills and surround-
ing districts about a new method of trans-
portation-referred to as an expeditious
system-to cater for the people. I think
the member for Canning referred tonight
to the fact that the minimum time for
rail transport to come to Perth was 42
minutes, while it took the road buses one
hour and 15 minutes. I am of the opinion
that even that time could be cut down by
the railways.

The point I want to make is this: Despite
the assurance from the Premier and the
Minister for Railways, apparently no plan
is finalised, yet the Minister tells us of the
difficulties with regard to the reopening of
the railway. However, he cannot tell us
of the difficulties that will pertain to this
new system. If the Minister were honest,
he would say that we should probably have
a combination of both forms of transport.
That could be a real solution to the pro-
blem which Is facing the people in the hills
and in the outlying areas around the Swan
electorate.

If the Minister would have a look at that.
he would assist the member for Darling
Range, the member for Swan, and the

member for Toodyay. We would then have
a co-ordinated service whereby both rail
and road transport would function together
and the people in the hills, in the Swan
Valley, around Swan View, up to Mt.
Helena, and so on, would have a service
which would redound to the credit of the
Government. However, the Government is
only trying to Pull the Wool over the eyes
of the people and the member for Swan
when it says that a plan is proposed. The
Minister does not know whether the plan
is a practical proposition or not. I do not
blame the Government for doing that
because it is trying to protect the member
for Darling Range; and the Government
is entitled to do that. But what I do not
want is the Minister and the Premier to
come to this House and make us believe
that the Government can do all these
things.

It will only take a round turn of 30
minutes to run to Darlington and back to
Bellevue; and it will only take 11s, ad. in
wages to do a round trip. In addition, it
will only take £1,000 to restore the railway
to Darlington back to a normal mainten-
ance level. I was amazed to hear the
Minister say that the timetable would
seriously interfere with the existing time-
table. More bally-hoo I never heard in
this House! More bally-hoo from a re-
sponsible Minister, I have never heard!
About eight or nine services were running
Previously and the Minister says in this
House that it is not possible to work in a
timetable to provide 30 minutes for the
run-that is, 15 minutes to Darlington, and
15 minutes back. The Minister cannot get
away with that, because the railwaymen
in this State are too efficient to have that
go on record as the only reason.

So I would say to the Minister and his
departmental officers that they should hav~e
another look at this matter because, as I
said earlier in the House. the Minister is
swallowing an elephant and straining at
a gnat. He is building a standard gauge
railway from Kalgoorlie to Kwinana-400
miles-at a cost of £41,000,000. He has
taken over the Midland Railway to Walk-
away-277 miles-at a cost of in the vicin-
ity of £2,000,000, making a total of
£43,000,000, for 677 miles of line. Yet, the
Minister is quibbling about 1* miles of line.
He is prepared to spend the money I have
mentioned at a time when the railways are
going backwards. The great leap forward
has started to go backwards!

Mr. Court: No it hasn't.

Mr. BRADY: For the last five years the
Ministers of this Government have been
telling the House about the great things
that were to take place in Western Aus-
tralia, but now the State is leaping back-
wards. This morning we found that the
Railways Department has a deficit of
£3,500,000-and the chickens are coming
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home to roost. Delayed maintenance and
delayed efficiency are starting to catch up
with the Railways Commission because
nothing has been done about these things
year after year. The Minister knows as
well as I do that three miles of line are
lying idle. However, when I mention the
fact that the Government could have been
getting revenue from that line, the Minister
sticks his head in the sand and says it
cannot be done. He reopened the line to
Koongainia, but he will not take on the
extra miles to serve the people in Darling-
ton and Greenmount.

I do not intend to apologise to the mem-ber for South Perth or the member for
Darling flange for looking after the in-
erests of these people. The Minister put
up a very weak reply and I hope the House,
at this stage, will see through the whole
issue. The Minister, as I said before, is
building some of the railways on a risky
developmental basis. While we have been
dealing with this type of thing, a number
of other lines have been opened. We know,
of course, that a line has been opened for
the Alcoa works. The Government has to
look after the Alcoa works, because they
represent big business, which is the main
interest of the Government.

Mr. Grayden: Why did your Govern-
ment suspend the line in 1954?

Mr. BRADlY: The member for South
Perth has woken up again.

Mr. Graham: About time, too!

Mr. BRADY: This Government has
been looking after big business. It has
opened up some miles of line at Serpentine
for the Alcoa works which cost the Gov-
ernment many thousands of pounds. I
think it costs about £10,000 to build a
railway line at the moment. I think that
some 20 miles of line have been built for
the Alcoa works, yet the 3,000 people who
want only Ii miles of line are not allowed
to have it, and we are told about all the
terrible things that will happen; that it
will have serious economic repercussions in
the railways, and so on.

Members of the Opposition have hit the
Government on a raw spot in regard to this
matter. The Government has produced
the member for South Perth who has
brought out his big guns-as also has the
member for Darling Range and the Minis-
ter for Railways-to show that the line
opening is not justified. It will go down in
history as the greatest piece of mirth in
Western Australia and people will say that
the Minister for Railways gladly, willingly,
and enthusiastically decided to open up
and take over 677 miles of line at a cost
of £43,000,000 and he would not take over
1j miles of line which would Provide
£10,000 per year in the way of revenue at
a cost of £1,000. I hope the motion will be
cardied by a big majority.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Brady
Davies
Evans
Pletcher
Graham
Halt
Hawke
W. Hegney
Jarcieson
Kelly

Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Gayfer
Mr. Ornyden
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hart

Ayes
Mr. Curran
Mr. Blickerton
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. Toms
Mr. Heal

Ayes-19
Mr. D). G. May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

Noes-20
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Hutehinso
Lewis
Mitchell
Nalder
Nlnmmo
O'Connor
Bondmran
Wild
Williams
O'Neil

(TeIler.j

a

eTeller.j

Pairs
Noes

Mr. W. A. Manning
Mr. r. W. Manning
Mr. BOll
Dr. Henn
Mr. Crommelin

Majority against-i.
Question thus negatived.

- - GERALDTON HARBOUR- -

Imrovement to International Standard:
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 18th Septem-
ber, on the following motion by Mr.
Sew ell:

That in the opinion of this H-ouse
very early practical action should be
taken to deepen and improve the
Geraldton Harbour and approaches to
bring the port up to international
standards, to enable large overseas
ships to enter the Port safely for the
purpose of loading iron ore, other
minerals and various Primary Products.

To ensure the successful financing
of the required harbour improvements
an immediate approach should be
made to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment by the State Government for
substantial financial help on the
basis of achieving further wide-scale
national development.

MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Works)
[10.6 pm.): Three or four weeks ago the
member for Geraldton endeavoured to
state a case indicating that in the opinion
of the House very early practical action
should be taken to deepen and improve
the Geraldton Harbour, and so on: and
that an immediate approach should be
made to the Federal Government.
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The honourable member's speech was, in
the main, taken from cuttings out of news-
papers and letters that he had written and
received. There is only one aspect to
which the Government takes exception,
and that is the passage contained on page
1153 of Hansard which reads as follows:-

I would ask for your indulgence, Mr.
Speaker, and for the indulgence of
members, because it will be necessary
for me to quote from various files so
that members may be satisfied that
this motion is not a political one. Its
purpose is to get something done in
the matter and it has the full support
of the people of the district who are
concerned at the shilly-shallying of
the Minister.

Mr. Kelly: You would not take excep-
tion to that, would you?

Mr. WILD: I think one must take ex-
ception to it when one looks back and sees
just what has been happening. If one
looks at the Estimates one will see the
amount of money that has been spent on
Geraldton.

Mr. Hall: Hear, hear!

Mr. WILD: Considerably more has been
spent on Geraldton than on Albany. This
year the sum has reached six figures,
and it was the same last year. It is as
well for members to understand-and for
the people of Geraldton to understand-
exactly what are the problems connected
with Geraldton Harbour. This afternoon
my colleague, the Minister for Railways,
laid on the Table of the House, at my re-
quest, the Groenendyke report, which is
very illuminating. I will agree with the
honourable member and say that the re-
port would, to 99 people out of 100, indi-
cate that there is very little possibility,
except in the most exceptional circum-
stances, of something being done for
Oeraldton harbour. However, we still
have the opportunity of trying, and we are
not giving up hope. I propose to indicate
to the House some of the problems in-
volved, and the measures that have been
tried over the years.

In 1954, my predecessor, Mr. Tonkin,
saw fit to ask Mr. Volker, the manager of
the contractors who were dredging the
Cockburn and Parmelia Sounds for
Kwinana, to look at all the information,
to take a trip to Geraldton, and to furnish
him with a report. Mr. Volker was followed
by Mr. C. London, Vice-President of the
Dillington Corporation. He was followed
later by Mr. L. E. Noble, a director of F. E.
Holland, Mr. Baumeister of the Standard
Dredging Corporation of New York; by Mr.
Kalis of the Westminster Dredging Com-
pany, and by Mr. Groenendyke of the
United States Corps of Engineers. I
do not think it can be said that the Gov-
ernment has done nothing to overcome
the problems. With your permission, Sir,
tomorrow I hope to put on the wall at

the rear of the Chamber a map of Gerald-
ton Harbour showing the problems in-
volved, and I will present the two possibili-
ties that were suggested by the Qeraldton
council. Members will then see some
indication of what is involved.

Oeraldton Harbour is recognised as hav-
ing a depth of 27 ft. We wanted to in-
crease that depth 18 inches and make the
total depth 28 ft. 6 in. In the last two
years the Government has spent a stun of
money running into six figures for each
year. This year the figure is approxi-
mately £228,000, and last year it was about
the same. All that we are able to do
under existing conditions is to deepen the
harbour 18 inches.

Members would be well advised to read
the Groenendyke report. In that report
they will see the reference that I am now
about to make. In the harbour there is
a type of hard rock running for 18,000 ft.
from the outer reaches of the harbour
to the berth. It would be necessary to
dredge a width of 400 ft. or 600 ft. Mr.
Groenendyke has indicated in his report
that if we called for worldwide tenders.
there would not be one person willing to
submit a tender.

I am sorry that the member for Boulder-
Eyre is not in his seat because he, being
a miffing man, would recognise exactly
what are the problems. Mr. Groenendyke
told me personally, before he left to re-
turn to America, that between 60.000 and
80,000 holes bored to a depth of 8 ft., and
with 8 ft. centres, would be required.
That one operation would require over
2,000,000 lb. of explosives. The harbour
master at Geraldton is keenly interested
in the problem, and be was able to produce
for Mr. Groenendyke records of the daily
ocean swell for the last six years. His
records indicate there is a swell of 5 ft.
6 in. in over 300 days of each year.

We can visualise the difficulty involved
if we were standing with a Jack hamnmer
in our hands, with our feet firmly on the
ground, and we were drilling or boring
all those holes. We can also visualise
what the difficulties would be if we were
in a boat that was bouncing up and down
on the ocean, which had a swell of 5 ft.
6 in., and we had to bore between 60,000
and 80,0000 holes 8 ft. deep, with 8 ft.
centres. He indicates that to do that,
even if we could get it done, would take
anything up to five years. Then it would
be necessary to get a dredge capable of
taking the dirt which had been broken
away during the period of mnining-if I
may use the word-from the sea to the
land.

It would be a fantastic job. In his
report Mr. Groenendyke said that the
authorities in New York were faced with
the same Problems in regard to the New
York Harbour, but he said that there there
was no swell whatever. Nevertheless the
New York Harbour job was regarded as
one of great magnitude. In the report he
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goes on further to indicate, and I want to
repeat, that he did not think any firm in
the world would submit a tender for this
work. So for people who idly talk-and I
say 'idly" because they say things when
they do not know what they are talking
about-of having this work done, and that
there is no desire on the part of the
Government to get it done, is ridiculous.
We say quite frankly it looks as if it is
next door to an impossibility. However,
I think any Government would recognise
there is no such thing as "can't" and so
we are doing everything possible and look-
ing everywhere throughout the world to
see if we can find someone who will come
along and give us some advice on the
matter.

Following a conference with the Premier
a matter of a week or so ago, and follow-
ing Mr. Groenendyke's report, we are now
going to write to every consulate of which
we have knowledge asking the consuls
whether they have anybody in their coun-
tries who would be interested in coming
to Western Australia and giving us advice
on the Geraldton Harbour. It is not an
easy problem to solve. As one who has
worked underground-although I know
very little compared with the member for
Eoulder-Eyre-I would say physically it is
almost an impossibility, particularly when
we take into consideration the fact that
all the boring has to be done in sea that
has a movement of 5 ft. 6in.

Mr. Rowberry: Why must it be done
from the surface?

Mr. ILD=: If the honourable member
can imagine the position he will realise
there is 8 ft. of rock and in mining a
miner has to break away the rock from the
end and gradually work back. Every shot
has to be fired and every hole has to be
bored in the water, and there is 30 ft..
or near enough to that figure, of water.
So there has to be a boat which is on
the sea 30 ft. above the sea bed. Ten
the honourable member has to imagine
that the drill has to be taken down and
the bore goes through 8 ft. of rock. All
this time the boat is going up and down on
top of the water.

Mr. Rowberry: Why must it be done
from the ton?

Mr. WILD: How would it be done if it
were not done from the surface?

Mr. Rowberry: Can't it be done under-
water?

Mr. W=L: One can only take heed of
some of the best known experts in the
world. Like the honourable member I am
only a layman and we have to take ac-
count of what People who are recognised
world wide say about these things. The
honiourable member ought to realise who
Mr. Groenendyke is.

The Premier is most anxious about this
proposal and he is always niggling at me
about what I am doing and asking what

can I do. Finally, about some five or six
months ago he said, "What about trying,
through the Navy, to see who they can
recommend as the best man in the world.
or the best organisation to contact in re-
gard to this matter?" As a result, through
the Royal Australian Navy at Canberra, I
was advised that the best People in the
world to contact were the United States
Corps of Engineers. We wrote to them
and asked them to send someone to West-
ern Australia, or recommend somebody to
us who could look at this problem for us.
They did just that.

When Mr. Groenendyke came here he
came as one of the most highly competent
men in this particular field and lie was
the Person responsible, as I indicated
earlier, for doing a similar sort of job in
New York Harbour. He said that there
was no swell at all there, but even so the
New York job was regarded as a mammoth
project.

However, we have no intention of giving
up. We want to do this job and we re-
cognise that in order to export iron ore,
and to make it an economical proposition,
we have to try to make the harbour
suitable for a bigger type of boat. At
the moment it looks as though a boat of
10,000 tons is the biggest that can use
the harbour. However, in order to try
to do something more we are getting in
touch with all the consuls we know of
with a view to asking them to contact
their home countries with the object of
finding out whether there is somebody in
the world who would be interested in
coming to Western Australia to see if
something can be done about the position
at Geraldton.

There is one other point I want to men-
tion, and I must mention it because mem-
bers will see it in Mr. Groenendyke's re-
Port. He estimates that even if we could
get somebody to do the job it would take
at least five years to deepen the harbour
to 30 ft., but if we wanted to go down to
32 ft. it would take eight years and the
cost would be something between £5,000,000
and £8,000,000. However, at this point of
time we are not indicating that that cost
is too great. If we can get the job done
then it is the responsibility of the Govern-
ment to see what can be done about get-
ting the money. The first thing we have
to do is to get the know-how and to find
out whether it is possible to do the job.

So in view of the circumstances and the
fact that successive Governments have
been continually trying to do something
about the Oeraldton Harbour, and get the
extra 2 ft. or 3 ft., I submit there is no
substance in the motion moved by the
honourable member; and whilst we as a
Parliament agree that we want to do some-
thing we should try to do it in the right
way.
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Amendment to Motion
Therefore I move an amendment-

Delete all words after the word
"House" in line 1 with a view to sub-
stituting the following:-

every effort should be made to find
alternative methods of improving
the approaches and deepening
Oeraldton Harbour beyond the in-
creased depths to be achieved by
the Government's present harbour
deepening programme, and so en-
able larger overseas ships to enter
the port safely for the purposes of
loading iron ore, other minerals
and primary products. If a satis-
factory method of improving ap-
proaches and further deepening
the harbour is found, and it is be-
yond the State's resources, an ap-
proach should be made to the
Commonwealth Government for
financial assistance.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [10.23 p.m.2: It seems
to me that the only difference between the
motion and the amendment is that the
amendment does not provide for "very
early practical action." The motion pro-
poses, while not stating It specifically ,, to
do all the things which the Minister has
indicated ought to be done by his amend-
ment; because it says--

That In the opinion of this House very
early practical action should be taken
to deepen and improve the Geraldton
Harbour and approaches to bring the
port up to international standards, to
enable large overseas ships to enter the
port safely for the purpose of loading
iron ore, other minerals and various
primary products.

To ensure the successful financing of
the required harbour improvements an
immediate approach should be made
to the Commonwealth Government ...

'That is embodied in the Minister's amend-
ment. Is it the Minister's intention, in sub-
stituting the wards in his amendment, to
avoid that part of the motion which refers
to "very early practical action"?

Mr. Wild: I think I indicated pretty
clearly that practical action is being taken.
We are deepening the harbour now with
dredges and, in addition, we are going to
endteavour to find out from any consul that
we can contact if he has somebody in his
home country who would be interested to
come along and tell us what can be done.

Mr. TONKIN: All you needed to do was
to support the motion.

Mr. Wild: I have moved to amend the
motion.

Mr. TONKIN: All the motion asked for
is practical action to be taken and an ap-
proach to be made to the Commonwealth
to get some help. There is a good deal of

woolly thinking going on about this ques-
tion, and it is difficult to follow the Goy-
erment's action in regard to it. On the
11th February of this year there was an
article in The West Australian headed,
"Geraldton Harbour May Be Deepened",
and it reads-

Developments in the near future
could mean the need for a harbour at
Geraldton capable of accommodating
ships of up to 20,000 tons and the
Governmnent was planning for this,
Premier Brand said here yesterday.

A detailed survey and testing pro-
gramme was to be undertaken with a
view to the possible deepening of the
harbour by from 5 ft. to 7 ft.

A rough estimate of the cost of this
work was £1,000,000.

I'll say it was rough-very rough. The
article continues-

Many factors would be dealt with
by the survey. These could raise or
lower the cost appreciably.

If negotiations for the sale of iron
ore from the Tallering Peak and
Koolanooks. deposits were successful,
immediate improvements of the
Geraldton harbour would be necessary.
Therefore the Government planned,
through the proposed survey, to be in
a position promptly to call tenders on
a worldwide basis for the major har-
bour work.

Even if the iron ore export through
Geraldton did not eventuate, there
were other factors pointing to the
need for a better harbour.

One was the development of the
hinterland. It was also desirable that
more shipping should make Geraldton
a port of calL

The new survey plan was quite
separate from the current work of
increasing the operational depth of
the harbour by 18 in.

That was a very welcome statement to the
people of Geraldton indicating that the
Government was alive to the need for the
development of this port and, of course,
would be strongly in favour of the Gov-
ernment because it was showing this in-
terest. Apparently the Premier made that
statement without knowing very much
about the possibilities of what he was
talking about.

Mr. Wild: The Premier did not know
at this time that Mr. Groenendyke's re-
port was going to come down.

Mr. TONKIN: No; but on the Minister's
own admission the Premier had a lot of
information which was in the Public
Works Department as a result of surveys
taken over many years by responsible
people.

Mr. Brand: I said "possible deepening.,,
It referred to possible deep ening.
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Mr. TONKIN: That is so-for a million
pounds. Now we move along to the 31st
August this year and the heading in The
West Australian is "Government Tells
Ore Men: Port To be Deeper." It is not
may be deeper, or possibly will be deeper.

Mr. H. May: Or won't be deeper.
Mr. TONKIN: AUi it says is, "Port to be

deeper."
Mr. Wild: It is, by 18 inches.
Mr. TONKIN: Wait a minute. The Min-

ister should not be in such a hurry. The
article reads--

One of the problems in Western
Mining Corporation Ltd.'s £29,000,000
iron ore export negotiations with
Japanese steel mills--the deepening
of the Geraldton harbour-appears to
be solved.

Mr. Brand: Who said that?
Mr. TONKIN: That is in the report of

the Western Mining Corporation. The
article does on-

The W.A. Government has assured
the Japanese mills that it will deepen
the harbour.

The directors of Western Mining
Corporation revealed this in the com-
pany's annual report.

This would enable 20,000-ton ore
carriers to handle the ore instead of
10.000-ton carriers--the biggest the
port can take at present.

Freight costs, which the directors
point out are a critical factor in the
export iron ore market, would be re-
duced.

Then it goes on to deal with
tions which are taking place
pose of selling this iron-ore.
continues-

the negotla-
for the pur-

The report

Works Minister Wild said the Gov-
ernment had agreed to do everything
possible to increase the depth of water
at Geraldton to accommodate vessels
of up to 20,000 tons with a loaded
draught of 30 ft.

Work was now being carried out to
permit a loaded draught of 28 ft. 6 in.
instead of the present maximum of
27 ft.

The cost of increasing this to 30 ft.
was under review. An American ex-
pert visited Geraldion this month to
advise on this.

Within 16 days of that statement we get
this one in The West Australian of the
16th September-

The State Cabinet would consider
today the Possibility of reducing- roy-
alties on proposed shipments of iron
ore from Oeraldton harbour, Premier
Brand said on Saturday.

An American expert flown out to
inspect the harbour three weeks ago
had told the Government it would be

almost impossible to deepen the har-
bour enough to allow big ore carriers
to use the port.

I suggest it would have been a better at-
titude on the part of the Government, in
view of the fact it had asked this expert
to report, to wait until it received the
report before it gave an assurance to
the Japanese that the port would be deep-
ened to take 20,000-ton ships. What are
the Japanese to think of the assurances
which come from the Western Australian
Government? I suppose they think as
much about them as I do.

Here is another example where the Jap-
anese were assured that the port would be
deepened to take 20.000 ton ships. Now
we are told it is almost impossible to do
so. The proper thing to do in the circum-
stances, in view of the data which was
available in the Public Works Department,
was to say, "We are having this matter
examined by an expert. We are keen to
deepen the port, but we do not know at
this stage whether or not that is practic-
able.'t" That would have been the fair and
honest thing to say in the circumstances.

Let us examine this matter from the
point of view or the future of Western
Australia. Fifty years in the life of a per-
son is a long time, but in the life of a
country it is only a tick of the clock. The
position of Geraldton is such that it must
remain one of the major ports of this
State. if the State is to be fully developed.

Mr. Brand: That is quite right.
Mr. TONKIN: We have just taken action

to abandon the port of Onslow further up
the coast, but none of the disadvantages
which might possibly apply to Onslow
apply to Oeraldton. At some time or other
Geraldton has got to be developed, so that
the port can take the ships which go there
to lift the produce from the hinterland.
Whether it takes five years or 15 years,
the job has to be done, and the sooner a
start is made the better.

The member for Geraldton is to be com-
mended for putting this motion before the
House, to have the matter discussed, so
that the importance of Geraldton can be
emphasised, and the need for something to
be done now in a practical sense can be
appreciated.

When I was abroad some years ago I had
the opportunity of sailing into Cherbourg
harbour. Those who built that harbour
must have been confronted with tremen-
dous problems, because the project necessi-
tated the building of a large number of
costly breakwaters. I cannot remember the
figure which was quoted to me, but the
cost involved the equivalent of many mil-
lions of pounds in Preparing that harbour
for the work it was to do. I say that the
cost to prepare Geraldton Harbour would
be a very small Portion of that involved
in equipping and Providing the necessary
preparation in Cherbourg Harbour.
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This is a question which would justify
the Government of Western Australia ask-
ing the Commonwealth Government for
special aid, because of the nature of the
job to be undertaken; and we should make
an approach to obtain that assistance.
The report of Groenendyke does not, in
my opinion, indicate that the job is im-
possible. As a matter of fact, he goes so
far as to say that he believes, because of
the work which the Public Works Depart-
ment has already done, it would not be
beyond the initiative and capacity of that
department to devise a method by which
boring could be undertaken satisfactorily.
and I agree.

Mr. Wild: So do I.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course, the sum in-
volved is a large one, but this is an ex-
penditure which will have to be faced if
we are to have a first-class port at Gerald-
ton. I say we have to have a good port,
and we cannot be satisfied with a second-
,class one in that part of the State. If
Geraldton were close to an existing port it
would not matter so much, but it is situ-
ated in a part of the State where it Is
essential to have a first-class port. It is
unfortunate the expenditure would be
costly, but the State will have to face
up to it, and we should make an early
;start on the project.

It could very well be that with the de-
velopment taking place in miffing there
would be a need for a deepwater port in
that area, because a Bill was introduced
only the other night which suggested very
big possibilities arising from the work
being done by Rio Tinto further north.
'It is likely that other mineral deposits will
be discovered, and we have to expect
greater development within that part of
the State. The importance of Geraldton
will continue to increase.

Whilst the difficulty which confronts us
Is worrying, it is not insurmountable, and
it is one which has to be tackled at an
early date and seriously. That is what
the motion moved by the member for
Geraldton requires to be done. He is ask-
ing for early practical action to make this
a first-class port, but the Government
opposes his proposal.

Mr. Wild:, We are not opposing it.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister says he is
not opposing the motion, but he has moved
an amendment.

Mr. wild: I moved the amendment to
put first things first.

Mr. TONKIN* I1 heard the amendment.
The difference between the amendment
and the motion is early practical action.

Mr. Wild: Do you support the amend-
ment?

Mr. TONKIN: I want early practical
action.

Mr. Wild: We are doing just that.

Mr. TONKIN: I want immediate action
to be taken, in respect of the work required
to be done to deepen the port to a greater
depth. That is what the motion seeks to
achieve. From the very outset the mem-
ber for Geraldton showed his awareness of
the needs of his district, and how desirable
it was to have attention focussed on the
question. This motion gives us the oppor-
tunity of impressing on the Government
that so far as the Opposition is concerned
we will go all the way with the Govern-
ment in doing what is necessary to make
Geraldton a first-class port; but we do not
believe in giving assurances before we are
sure they can be carried out.

Having given assurances to the Japanese
that the harbour will be deepened to a
greater depth, there is an obligation on
the Government to implement them. As
the cost is likely to be very heavy, if the
State is to bear all the cost it should make
an early approach to the Commonwealth
Government for special asisstance, owing
to the nature of the work involved.

Western Australia, by virtue of its com-
parative isolation, not so much in these
days as it was 20 years ago, suffered from
the fact that it was on this side of the
continent. Because of that we are en-
titled to special consideration from the
Commonwealth Government when a lob
of this magnitude is required to be done.
I have very much pleasure in supporting
this motion, and I commend the member
for Geraldion on the early action he took
in connection with the matter, as soon
as it was indicated there was a likelihood
the job would not be proceeded with. No
other conclusion can be arrived at by any
one after reading the statement that the
Government Proposed to reduce the iron
ore royalty. Such reduction will cost the
Government money, with no Improvement
being made to the port. If the Govern-
ment makes a substantial reduction in the
royalties to be obtained from the export
of iron ore it means that the revenue of
the Government will suffer, but nothing
is to be done to the port of Geraldton to
enable it to earn greater revenues.

Lot us see what was done in Fremantle
to promote the establishment of the oil
refinery at Kwlnana. There was a very
big Problem, because the Success and
Paninelia Banks prevented the entry of
large ships into Cockburn Sound. The
Government agreed to have channels
dredged through those banks in order that
access to the Sound could be obtained by
large vessels. I have very little doubt that
if the company proposes to bring in larger
oil tankers through the Sound, and the
channel is not deep enough, and if the
company puts forward a proposal to the
Government to deepen it, the Government
will agree.
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Mr. Wild: The dredging of the Parmelia
and Success Banks is a completely different
undertaking to removing the rock on the
bottom of Geraldton harbour.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not saying the
undertaking was a small one; I am saying
It was a costly proposition to dredge the
Success and Parmella Banks. That was
for the use of a company which was then
to be free of wharf age and pilotage. Al-
ready the amount of money lost-and I
make this statement deliberately-from
pilotage and wharfage would have paid
for the improvements of the Geraldton
harbour more than twice.

Mr. Brand: Had we not done this, the
company may not have come.

Mr. TONKIN: It may not have.
Mr. Brand: You cannot base an argu-

ment on that, surely!
Mr. TONKIN: There is nothing to indi-

cate that it would not have come. It is
only a guess.

Mr. Brand: I just make the point.

Mr. TONKIN: The fact that the South
Australian Government asked for 5s. a ton
did not stop the oil company going there.

Mr. Brand: The company was going to
establish itself in Victoria.

Mr. TONKIN: The South Australian
Government imposed a wharf age and
pilotage of 5s. a ton. It could have been
higher.

Mr. Brand: The situation was different.
Mr. TONKIN: I do not know that it was.

It did not scare it away.
Mr. Brand: It had to be in competition.

Mr. TONKIN: It could very well be that
for half the cost we would still have got
the company. However, that is not the
point I was making.

Mr. Brand: I thought you would Come
to that.

Mr. TONKIN: The point is that the
State did not hesitate to lose or forgo
substantial sums of money in order to get
this company into Cockburn Bound.

Mr. Wild: I do not doubt for one moment
that the Government would not hesitate
to do something about this problem if some
engineer would come along to the Gov-
ernment and say this is physically pos-
sible. But you must agree that at this
point of time a succession of them-one
after the other, culminating in this re-
port-have said it is virtually impossible.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not like the tone of
this announcement. Immediately after
Mr. Groenendyke's report, the Govern-
ment reaction was to think about a reduc-
tion in royalties rather than to see if it
were possible to get this work done in the
harbour. Geraldton Harbour will be
deepened, all right, to a depth which will
take these ships, When, I do not know;

but it will be done, because Western Aus-
tralia could not continue to advance in.
the way it should unless Geraldton Har-
bour is developed in the way required.

I say that we have to accept the situa-
tion that it will be done at some tine or
other despite these so-called insuperable
obstacles. I remember reading many years
ago when there was a controversy as to
what ought to be done in Fremantle Hat-
bour. A certain engineer made the state-
ment that if he had sufficient money he
would build a harbour anywhere.

Mr. Brand: Joe Bleeman said that.

Mr. TONKIN: He made the same state-
ment; and I believe it to be true. After
having seen Cherbourg and being aware of
the tremendous expenditure there, and
knowing the difficulties confronting people
in various other harbours of the world, I
would say that the proper development of
Geraldton Harbour, difficult and costly
though it may be, is not such as to deter
a Government imbued with the right idea
of things from getting the job done, or at
least making a start with it.

All the motion requests is that early,
Practical action should be taken with this
Object in view and I support it.

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[10.39 Pin.]: 1, too, am in agreement with
the sentiments of the member for Gerald-
ton who, as the local member for the dis-
trict, would naturally be concerned at ther
outcome of an investigation by this
American engineer whose report has
started a great deal of contoversy and
caused People to have second thoughts
about being able to deepen Geraldton
Harbour by the time we feel it might be
required.

The Minister for Works suggested that
a slight amendment might be made to
the honourable member's motion and I
believe that the wording of this amend-
ment is more practical, and, as amended,
the motion would be one to which the
Government could adhere. Therefore I
hope that the honourable member will
accept the amendment in the spirit in
which it has been made, because it does
incorporate the two main principles in
his motion.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
has made reference to the fact that Ger-
aldton requires a harbour and must have
a harbour. He went on to say that it
will have a harbour. This has been said
for years. It has certainly been said by
local members on both sides of the House.
However, it was not until the advent of
the agreement with Western Mining for
the sale of iron ore from the area that
we were forced to expedite action for the
deepening of the harbour. This was for the
simple reason that to be competitive in
the sale of iron ore this mineral had to
be transported in large ore carriers.
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it must be said that Western Mining, at
the outset, was prepared to accept the fact
that it could compete by selling iron ore
and transporting it in carriers of some
10.000 to 12,000 tons. It later found, as a
result of the discovery of more iron ore
in Western Australia and other parts of
the world, that the market was much
more competitive, and it was therefore
necessary to provide larger tankers. The
company then talked in terms of 15.000
to 20,000 tonners. Then, at a later stage,
it was discovered that even the 20,000 ton-
ners. were not enough to cut down the cost
of transport. in presenting its problem to
the Government the company made a
suggestion that we consider a lower charge
of royalty.

Because there was an urgent need in
respect of the signing of an agreement, the
Japanese showing some interest in buying
something like 5,000,000 tons of ore a year,
the Government took the only action it
could take-not being able to deepen the
harbour-and said it would give consid-
eration to a lower royalty. The formula
on which this consideration is to be based
has not been made public; but we had to
indicate that some consideration would be
made in this regard in order that the
negolations might proceed in Japan.

Reference has been made to several
statements by me, and I listened attenta-
tively to the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position. Whether he personally believes
this or not, I do not know, but politcally
be believes we are always misleading the
people and that I made statements which
are not factual- Let me say I believed them
to be factual; and when I said that we
would deepen Geraldton Harbour, I be-
lieved that we could. I want to tell the
House that this is just what we have
done, From 27 ft. we propose, by 1964,
to deepen this harbour to 28 ft. This
is costing some hundreds of thousands
of pounds.

Mcmbers will be able to see, when
the Minister provides the plan, that not
only has Geraldton a problem in deepen-
ing its inner harbour and the entrance
of the harbour, but it is the approach of
the harbour, way out, that is the main
problem, as the member for Qeraldton
knows. it is right out in the ocean that
the deepening has to take place. This
is quite a big engineering undertaking,
and it may be that the entrance may be
deepened to something more than 18 ins.

When I said that the Government would
deepen the harbour to take the 28,000-
tanners, I believed that was what could be
done. However, the Groenendyke report
indicates that we may not be able to get
it deep enough to take the 28,000-tonners.
I cannot see anything wrong in having
said we would deepen it, and we are
proceeding to achieve our objective, So
that in the event of a contract being
signed by the Japanese for the purchase

of our ore, Western Mining will be able
at least to use 14,000 or 15,000 tanners
for the transport of the ore,

As an indication of our desire to pro-
vide better facilities, we have proceeded
with the basic work of establishing a
further land-backed berth. This wilt be
necessary whether we sell iron ore or not.
As the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
has pointed out, and we all know, Ger-
aldton is the only harbour existing be-
tween Fremantle and, let us say, Car-
narvon, or even further north; and this
region must have a harbour into which
the ships of the world can come to take
away the produce.

This goes without saying and the Gov-
ernment has accepted the fact that irre-
spective of the problem, it is Prepared to
spend money over a long period of time
to gradually deepen the harbour in spite
of the engineering difficulty

We have said-and in this we agree
with the member for Geraldton-that an
approach will have to be made to the
Commonwealth Government for financial
assistance. I believe that a very strong
case can be made out; but this cannot be
done until we have some final assessment
on a long-range basis of what it is going
to cost us to deepen it even to 30 ft.

Dining my Journey overseas, at Rotter-
dam and other big harbours the 100,0 00-
ton tankers, the 80,000-tanners, and the
60,000-tonners were pointed out to me, and
it was indicated that they are the ships
which will transport our wheat, oil, and ore
tomorrow. These are the ships which will
keep down the cost of the transport of
these materials. When we think of the
problems to be faced in deepening Gerald-
tan to 30 ft. or 32 ft., we quickly realise
that this step will not solve the problem
for tomorrow.

unfortunately it appears that the con-
tinental shelf, or the formation of hard
limestone reef which abounds near the
Geraldton coast, well out from the shore,
presents a big difficulty. If we are to
provide the depth to take the 80,00-
tonners and the 100,000-tonners, we will
be faced with the engineering problem of
digging out the harbour and the long
channels which will be necessary to lead
Into the land-backed berth area.

it must be recognised by members of
this House-and the member for Gerald-
ton would know this--that all efforts have
been concentrated up to date on the
existing harbour, because it was too late
to change the direction and upset the
whole planning of the harbour by begin-
ning to build another one or another en-
trance until we had at least obtained
the maximum depth out of the existing
situation. However, the people have sug-
gested that there may be alternatives, and
as a result of a, conference I had with the
Minister for Works and his engineers--
and I might say that the Under-Treasurer
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was present, too, because he has an im-
portant role to play in such a big en-
gineering project-we decided that we
should press on to get the maximum depth
out of the existing situation, and at the
same time fully explore the possibility of
some alternatives. I understand that
some have been proposed and some are
likely.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
might well say. "You should have done
that before you said this or that." It is
all very well to be wise alter the event.'I think statements made about deepening
of the harbour-which is a glorious un-
certainty as far as the layman is con-
cerned-can only be based on the
information available to the Government;
and the general information available to
me at the time I made my statement was
that by taking off some of the excrescences
and high peaks in the channel of the har-
bour, there would be a depth of at least
28 ft. 6 in.

I hope the member for Geraldton will
not regard the amendment as opposition to
his motion, but as one which is more ac-
ceptable to the Government. In the first
place, we believe we have already taken
active and practical action to cope with
the long-range problem of deepening
Geraldton Harbour. In the meantime,
large sums of money are being spent in
deepening the harbour to serve the land-
backed berth.

The Mayor of Geraldton has busied him-
self in making all sorts of wild sugges-
tions. He talks about royalties from Mt.
Gibson. If we liked, we could take
royalties from iron ore from anywhere.
There are already existing agreements for
the sale of iron ore from various parts
of Western Australia, but none from Mt.
Gibson just now. I am satisfied that if
we can provide adequate harbour facilities
with handling equipment there will be a
maximum output of minerals through the
harbour. It is not necessary to expect
that iron ore from Mt. Gibson would go
through Fremantle.

However, we must have regard for the
economics of this sort of thing. The prob-
lem is to sell the ore, and it has to be
sold on a competitive market. As far as
the Government is concerned, Geraldton
is regarded as a general port requiring
immediate attention, and members can be
sure the Government will expend the
maximum amount of money to play its
part in meeting its obligations. It will not
hesitate to go to the Commonwealth
with a case and ask that amounts be pro-
vided annually to deepen this port. I trust
that the House will agree to the Minister's
amendment.

MR. BRADY (Swan) [11.2 pm.]: I
want to briefly support the member for
Geraldton: and I feel that whether the
motion is passed in its present form, or in
an amended form, the people of Geraldton
and the State generally will be indebted to

the member for Geraldton for having this
matter highlighted in this House so that
everyone will know the problems of the
Geraldton district.

As a young man I lived in Geraldton for
about 22 or 23 years, and I can remember
the great controversy of those days-and I
am going back to 1908 and 1909-as to
whether Geraldton Harbour was being built
in the right place. I can remember Major
Logue being very prominent in the dis-
cussions. For many years there was a
jetty at Geraldton about a mile in length,
which was always difficult for shipping.
Ultimately the harbour was built, and it
has been deepened from time to time by
dredges.

The reason I am speaking is to bring out
one or two points which have been men-
tioned in this debate. First of all, the
Premier has admitted that at Rlotterdam
he saw ships with capacities up to 100,000
tons; and it could well be that within the
next decade or two most of our ships will
be of anything between 40,000 and 50,000
tons. That will probably be the case to
bring the economics of shipping down to
the stage where funds will be invested in
shipping companies. Of course, that would
also reduce overhead costs for primary pro-
ducers, mining inerests, and others.

We are being told from all sides that we
have to Prepare for the future. The Min-
ister for Industrial Development is forever
pointing out the advantages and possibili-
ties that are offering for our exports. I
go along with him and agree in the main
with his statement, but the port of Gerald-
ton and the people of Geraldton will be
at a great disadvantage unless something
is done, and done very quickly, to get over
the problems in that port.

To give members some idea of the im-
portance of Geraldton, I will quote from
the report of the Harbour and Light De-
partment for the year ended the 30th June,
1962. This report is available to members,
and the Part concerning Geraldton reads
as follows:-

Arrivals at Geraldton were 144 ves-
sels with an aggregate gross tonnage of
865,758 tons and represented an in-
crease of 20 vessels and 142,603 tons.
Cargo handled during the year in-
creased by 196.187 tons. Imports in-
creased by 12,194 tons, the main items
of inward cargo being 53,076 tons of
phosphate rock, 11,131 tons of sulphur,
51,403 tons of petroleum products and
708 tons of gunnies.

Those figures are Phenomenal, and they
are going up year by year. Continuing-

Exports which increased by 183,993
tons, included 519,662 tons of wheat,
barley and oats, 18,603 tons of man-
ganese ore, 2,427 tons of flour, bran,
and Pollard, 1,336 tons of lead con-
centrates and scrap, 2,752 cases of
tomatoes, 995 bales of wool, 583 cases
of crayfish, and 759 tons of general.
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In addition 11,187 head of sheep
passed over the wharf for export, an
increase of 5,670 head.

Members can see from that report that
there are phenomenal increases in the
tonnages handled at Geraldton, and it is
timely and expedient that we should look
into this matter seriously. It might well
be that with the great expansion taking
place in the Geraldton district and with
investors coming from the Eastern States
and overseas, there could be a big increase
in production in the next year or two. It
would be a calamity for the Geraldton
people if the result of this expansion had
to go south rather than through the
natural port of Oeraldton.

I have analysed the figures I just quoted;
and by dividing the number of vessels into
the tonnage handled-144 vessels into
865,700 tons-the average is 6.000 tons per
vessel. For the last nine or ten years
we have been reading about ships being
built with a capacity of 35.000 to 40,000
tons, and so it would seem that even at
this stage Geraldton might be suffering
from some disabilities.

So whether the motion is carried in its
present form or amended, the member for
Oeraldton is to be commended for bringing
the problem forward. When I was a lad
at Geraldton the only ships that came into
the harbour were those plying the north-
west ports and a few that went as far
as Singapore. There was a small vessel
called the Kwinalpi, and one or two boats
carrying manures for a firm by the name
of Whitfields. Fishing boats were always
prominent. Today, four or five times more
tonnage is being handled than at the early
part of the century.

We also know that bulk wheat is now
being handled; whereas previously stacked
wheat in bags lined the Geraldton wharf.
The crayfish tonnage is going up, as can be
seen by the figures supplied by the Harbour
and Light department. There is another
aspect, and that is one dealing with phos-
phate rock and sulphur. If in the near fut-
ure expansion takes place in the Victoria
district agricultural area-as is envisaged-
then the figures mentioned in this report
which I have quoted tonight could be doub-
led, and Geraldto-n will certainly be at a dis-
advantage because the shipping companies
loading these commodities will want to
have big tonnage ships calling at the port.

Expansion is also taking place in the
lower Murchison among graziers and
pastoralists. It could well be, too, that
within a year or two the lead mines could
be under way again. Other items are
manganese, talc, and similar products,
which have been exported from Oeraldton
in the past-sometimes in small quantities,
sometimes in large quantities. I can re-
member when hundreds of tons of
minerals were brought down from North-
ampton many years ago.

There is also the possibility of the
Japanese buying iron ore; and, if I see
the picture clearly, quite a lot of our trade
-and it could well be 50 per cent.-ln
the next two decades will be done with
south-east Asian countries. At the
moment Indonesia and the Philippines are
standing out from the Malaysia area. The
fact is that all those countries are looking
for exports, and some are looking for im-
ports. During the last 25 years Japan has
made the greatest leap forward industrially
of any nation in the world. That country
could well be one of our main buyers of
agricultural and primary products.

So I feel we can well give a great deal
of attention to this matter of the Gerald-
ton Harbour. It would be a calamity to
have to develop another harbour in the
area. As someone said earlier, some fan-
tastic approaches have been made to this
problem. There has been a suggestion by
certain people in Geraldton that the har-
bour should be built on the back beach.
Anybody who knows Geraldton will know
that in the vicinity of the back beach we
have the most treacherous rips possible
and It would be the last place in the world
to build a harbour.

The dredge which is working at Gerald-
ton at the moment has apparently run
into a lot of trouble. It has run into a
rock bottom and cannot do the Job. It
seems that there must be some early
approach to solve the problem facing the
people in the Geraldton district. It may
be that within the next year or two up
to 1,000,000 tons of shipping will be
handled by this port. I believe the policy
of the Government is decentralisation. In
my opinion the Government has to look
at this matter in this light: if it stands
for decentralisation, despite the fact
that further development of the Geraldton
harbour will cost many hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds, the Government is duty
bound to carry it out.

After all is said and done, the revenue
obtained from the Geraldton Harbour is
not small. According to the figures quoted
in the report for the year ended the 30th
June, 1962, they show that Geraldton
earned the second highest revenue of any
port in the State. The revenue earned
amounted to £109,839. Apart from the
Port of Fremantle, Port Hedland earned
the next highest revenue. This report
also shows that the expenditure on the
Oeraldton Harbour was only about £20,000,
which resulted In excess of revenue over
expenditure of £88,000. Therefore, if any
harbour can show an excess of £88,000 in
revenue over expenditure in a year, that,
in itself, justifies some early action by the
Government to ensure that the right thing
is done by the people in the district, be-
cause they are the ones responsible for
building up the hinterland to such an
extent that this tonnage of shipping is
passing through the port.
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The people have accomplished that
without this great urge to look for export
markets and other things. If the picture
is as bright as we are led to believe-the
picture that is drawn is that there is a
great export market potential in the
South-eastern Asian countries-it could be
that even in October, 1963, we are kicking
into the wind and behind the times with
the development of the Geraldton Harbour.
I therefore consider this to be an urgent
matter and I am prepared to support the
motion moved by the member for Gerald-
ton which states that some early and
urgent action is required.

It might well be that the State Govern-
ment could ask the future Commonwealth
Labor Party Government to have an in-
vestigation made of this area with a view
to a naval base being built in Western
Australia, based at Geraldton.

MR. FLETCHER (Fremantle) [11.131
p.m.]: Briefly, I want to support the
motion moved by the member for Gerald-
ton. I believe the export of grain from
this port is an aspect that is being over-
looked in considering this question. The
export of wheat is a big item of the exports
that go from Geraldton.

Mr. Brand: That is very true.
Mr. FLETCHER: As a consequence, I

believe that the urgency which is stated
in the motion-whilst not detracting from
the amendment-is something specific.
The motion requests something be done
urgently, having in mind this great export
of grain at the moment. I understand
grain ships only partly load at Geraldton
because of the shallow depth of the har-
bour, and top up their cargo at Fremantle.

Mr. Sewell: Not all of them.
Mr. FLETCHER: Possibly not. But ships

could be discouraged from coming to West-
ern Australia to buy wheat if it were un-
economically attractive to purchase wheat
from this State as the result of the extra
cost incurred in shipping it from two ports.

Mr. Hart: As a rule, all ships take their
grain load from two ports.

Mr. FLETCHER: That could be so; and
I thank the honourable member for his
interjection. I do not wish to compromse
any member of the Country Party by ask-
ing him to become involved in a policy
which may be at variance with that of
the Liberal Party. I am not interested
in that aspect, but I am interested in
Western Australia in general, and in the
Geraldton Harbour in particular at this
moment.

My purpose in entering the debate is to
expedite the matter as suggested in the
motion by the member for Geraldton. In
my opinion the motion is far more attrac-
tive than the amendment as suggested by
the Minister which, as the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition points out, would tend

to defer the issue if it were agreed to. I
am not suggesting that the export of iron
ore is not important; but are we not over-
looking the substance for the shadow
when we talk about the export of Iron
ore, when already we have valuable exports
being shipped from that Port at the
moment? I am anxious to ensure that the
present grain exports will not become un-
attractive as a consequence of ships, when
loading wheat at Geraldton, finding that
such cargo is not economically attractive
because of the small loads lifted.

Another aspect which has a great bear-
ing on this question is that expensive in-
stallations have been made at Geraldton
Harbour to expedite the loading of grain.
It is only reasonable that these installa-
tions should be used to full capacity to
the benefit of the people in the area, and
to the benefit of the State generally. I
think it is most important that this mat-
ter should be dealt with expeditiously, par-
ticularly with reference to various pri-
mary products. Something should be done
at an early date, and the motion should
not be deferred as suggested in the amend-
ment moved by the Minister.

MR. GAYFER (Avon) [11.22 p.m.]: I
do not have a copy of the amendment, but
I cannot see anything particularly wrong
with it. A great deal of research is going
on in regard to the Geraldton Harbour
and, in fact, this research has been pro-
ceeding for some considerable time. I feel
sure the State Government has been fully
aware of the problems which have existed
at Geraldton ever since Co-operative Hulk
Handling Ltd. told the Government it was
erecting a 2,000,000 bushel silo at Gerald-
ton at a cost of £750,000.

Mr. Brand: It is a great asset to Gerald-
ton.

Mr. GAYFER: That is quite so. That
silo is the biggest structure in Geraldton
that has been built by any particular in-
dustry. It is also strange that the mem-
ber for Swan has referred to the fact that
some people are sure we should build an-
other harbour on the beach. We are cer-
tainly not going to move the existing struc-
ture. The Government is quite certain
on this, so I do not see what we are going
to gain by any undue haste. I feel sure
we will have to approach the Common-
wealth Government for financial support,
and I also fee] sure that the Common-
wealth Government will agree to our re-
quest. Following the remarks made by
the member for Fremantle that some ships
had to top up their wheat cargoes at Fre-
mantle-in fact, there were 22-I would
Point out that this cost the Australian
wheatgrowers some £6,445.

Mr. Fletcher: How much?

Mr. GAYFER: It cost the Australian
wheatgrowers £6,445; not the Western
Australian wheatgrowers.
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Mr. Sewell: I thought it was nearer
£10,000.

Mr. GAYFER: From that we must as-
sume that the Commonwealth Government
is well and truly aware of the situation in
which the Western Australian Government
is placed in regard to Geraldton Harbour.
In this morning's issue of The 'West Aus-
tralian I noticed a report which states that
the works would cost-

Mr, Graham: You mean tomorrow morn-
ing's paper; you are ahead of time.

Mr. GAYFER: Yes, actually it is tomor-
row morning's paper. As I was about to say,
the undertaking will cost £4,800,000. That
is a terrific sum. More than likely the
State Government will have to approach
the Commonwealth Government for fin-
ancial assistance. At this stage I feel
certain that all avenues have been ex-
plored. This Mr. Groenendyke has evi-
dently been consulted. He has given the
matter his consideration and made a re-
port which is not entirely to the Govern-
ment's satisfaction.

The Government will continue to deepen
the CGeraldton Harbour until it can accom-modate ships of 15,000 tons in calm water,
despite the fact that it is well aware that
ships of 20,000 tons and even up to 26,000
tons, are calling at our ports to load
grain. These facts are well known already,
and the Government is proceeding as fast
as possible. As far as Geraldton is con-
cerned, I think the amendment covers the
situation adequately.

MR, SEWELL (Geraldton) (11.25
P.m.]: I oppose the amendment, but first
of all I want to thank those members
who have spoken to my motion. Anyone
listening to the debate could not help but
be struck by the various points that have
been raised by the Premier, the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, the member for
Swan, the member for Fremantle, and the
member for Avon. It seems that we are
all agreed on the motion submitted by my-
self, but apparently we have different ideas
on how we are to achieve our objective.
The Premier stated that after further in-
vestigation had been made on the harbour,
an approach would be made to the Com-
monwealth Government to obtain some of
the finance necessary for the development
of the harbour, and the member for Avon
also touched on the same subject.

At this stage the Premier and I differ
greatly. My motion has for its purpose
early practical action, and the last para-
graph requests the State Government to
approach the Commonwealth Government
for any financial assistance that may be
considered necessary. It would seem to
me that the best approach in regard to
a matter such as this-we do this In

our private lives-is to ascertain, firstly
where the money can be found. We have
to have the money available, and knovi
where we can Put our hands on it, and
then we can carry on from there.

Mr. Brand: You do not think the Com-
monwealth Government would listen to w~
unless we could present a practical case
do you?

Mr. SEWELL: No; but the Premier coult
present a practical case on the evidence
we have already, and I do not believe foi:
a moment that any Commonwealth Gov-
ernment would turn down this proposition
We have had a proposition put to us b3
people In different walks of life whc
have various ideas in this connection. Al-
ready they have ideas of building har-
bours all around the place. At a functior
I attended last Saturday evening, one per-
son even suggested that we should build
a harbour at Mullewa and make it a sea-
port town. I do not think the Premlej
heard that one.

Mr. Brand: Talking again of an ap-
proach to the Commonwealth Government
the difference in the approach that would
be made by you and that made by myself
is that you are admitting that no-one
at this stage will assess the cost, which'
will be millions if we achieve what we
are setting out to achieve.

Mr. SEWELL: If the Premier would
hang on for a little while, I would relei
him to the report and the agreement. I
refer to the expert, Mr. Groenendyke, whose
report I have here. My reading of that
report gives me far more confidence asl
to what can be done in Geraldton Har-
bour provided money is made available. I
get far more confidence from that, than
I do from the attitude of the Minister Ini
this matter. He seems to be a little pessi-
mistic. Perhaps if I were Minister I
might adopt the same attitude. At this
stage I might say that I consider the re-
port by the gentleman concerned, and
whom I have previously mentioned, a
concise and clear one. Whether the Prem-
ier agrees with it as a whole or not,
does not matter.

I would like to come back again to
the question of the Commonwealth. The
Premier would know, but other members
might not know, what happens with re-
gard to Commonwealth-State relations
under section 96 of the Constitution Act.
Members will recall that earlier in the
session I quoted the fact that money was
made available to New South Wales,
Queensland, and Victoria for the improve-
ment of harbours. in those States with a
view to export. The main export was to be
coal.

Under that section of the Act the Com-
monwealth Government might advance the
Queensland Government the sum of
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£200,000 for the development of coal load-
ing works at the port of Gladstone, one-
half of this amount to be repayable by
the State. It further provides that the
two Governments will share the cost from
time to time. That is for the purpose of
export.

We have been told that we must have
an export drive, The grant to the State is
made under section 96 of the Constitution,
and the purpose for which the works are
necessary is for the export of coal. This
agreement was entered into in 1962. Dur-
ing 1961 the Commonwealth Government
advanced to the New South Wales Govern-
ment an amount of £2,650,000 for coal
loading facilities at Newcastle, Port Hem-
bla, and Balmain. This expenditure is for
the same purpose as the expenditure at
the port of Gladstone.

In 1962 the Commonwealth Government,
by agreement with the Western Austra-
lian State Government, agreed to advance
£800,000 for the construction of a jetty at
Derby, and of this amount one-half is
repayable by the State. So it has already
been done in this State. Advances made
under section 96 of the Constitution are
to assist with the development of the
north-West.

Mr. Brand; They knew what the har-
bour at Derby would cost.

Mr. SEWELL: Nobody in this House
would disagree with the expenditure of
money in the north for the jetty at Derby.
The money advanced to the New South
Wales Government is repayable over a
period of 20 years, and may be deducted
from other moneys due to the State. It
would bear interest at the rate of 51 per
cent.

So it will be seen that it would not be
asking the Federal T'reasury for a gift.
It would be loan money paid at 51 per
cent.; and if the State were thinking of
defaulting-which we know it would not-
the Commonwealth has power to recover
that money out of moneys owing by the
Commonwealth to the State.

in 1958 the Commonwealth Government
made a grant of £5,000,000 to the State
of Western Australia, the amount to be
spent on Works approved by the Common-
wealth, north of the 20th parallel. That
was undertaken by the Hawke Govern-
mtent. A part of this money was spent on
the provision of another berth at the
Wyndham jetty.

Members will aga in agree with that.
The minister for Works and the Premier
told us of some proposal to the Com-
monwealth Treasury, asking whether it
would be agreeable to lend moneys to the
State for the development of Geraldton
Harbour, or for any other harbour that
might need development. In his report

Mr. Groenendyke gives the amount of
money he estimates will be required for
improvements, and I propose to give the
House some of the figures presented by
the expert to our State Government. I
might say at the outset that this gentle-
man was appointed on the recommenda-
tion of the United States Corps of Engi-
neers pursuant to a letter of the 22nd
May, 1963. So it would appear that the
gentleman mentioned by the Minister for
Works and the Premier would have the
highest credentials. In his report he
says-

I examined the available data on
surveys, winds, swell heights, and
somne 40 odd core borings of the
bottom material made by the Public
Works Department. During the two
days at Geraldton I made four pas-
sages through the channel in both the
morning and afternoon, twice on the
dredge "Sir James Mitchell" and once
each on a Public Works Department
launch and on the boat of a local
fisherman.

In the initial correspondence the
problem was presented to me as a
need to provide depths sufficient for
20,000-ton ore carriers. A limited
number of such carriers have a draft
of approximately 30 feet. The larger
number tend to approach 32 feet draft.
Upon discussion of the problem it de-
veloped that increased depths are also
dcslrcd to permit grain vessels to load
to full draft.

This comes back to what the Premier has
already said that the Government has
ideas, with the extra money placed on the
Estimates this year, of making it possible
for 20,000-ton ships to use the port. But
we also know from what the honourable
gentleman has said, and from the fact
that the boats are getting larger and
larger, and of more dead weight capacity,
that we will need a deeper harbour. To
continue with the report-

A map was furnished of Geraldton
Harbour (Drawing No. P.W.D., W.A.
39532) with a Proposed channel align-
ment and a tabulation of proposed
depths and estimated yardages of rock
and sand to be removed to accomplish
the required depths for both 30 and
32 draft vessels. The quantities fur-
nilshed are those merely to the pro-
posed depths. To cover the In-
accuracies of the dredging process, 2
feet of over-depth needs to be added
for realistic evaluation of the amount
of material needed to be removed to
accomnplish designed depths. The map
referred to and the tabulation of
quantities are enclosed herewith and
designated Plate No. 1 and Enclosure
NO. 1.
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That, of course, was attached to the re-
port, Continuing-

The soundings are referred to a
datum designated as Indian Ocean
Spring Low Water. It is understood
that the sea level in Geraldton Har-
bour never reaches this level. The
lowest level was indicated as plus 0.9
feet and that generally plus two feet
or more prevails. Tide records are
presently being obtained for evalua-
tion of the datum being used.

In the design of channel depths
O feet was added to anticipated vessel
draft for the outer reach of the
channel over the reef, 4 feet until the
harbour entrance is reached, and 2
feet within the harbour itself. These
allowances are an absolute minimum
and are adequate only in view of the
fact that the datum used generally
results in about 2 feet greater depth
of water available than shown on
navigation charts. Any lowering of
the datum plane used should be
accompanied by an Increase in these
allowances or increase in the depth
of the proposed channel.

At the present time vessel operation
is restricted to channel limits on
entering over the reef in Reaches "A"
and "B3" (see Plate No. 1) and not
again until just before entering the
harbour reach, the southerly half of
Area "D". In between, ample natural
depth exists for turning vessels the 108
degrees change in course required.

With a deeper channel, vessels will be
required to remain within dredged
limits the entire distance. It is sug-
gested that the alignment be changed
as shown on Plate No. 2 attached. This
provides for reduction of width of the
entrance channel for the first 2,000 feet
from 800 feet wide to 600 feet wide,
tapering to 400 feet wide; thence 400
feet wide for a distance of about 3,400
feet long where the channel would
enter into a series of three straight
reaches 500 feet wide based on a curve
with a radius of 4,500 feet and thence
into the harbour approach channel 400
feet wide. Each of the three straight
reaches would need to be provided
with leads ashore for ranges and the
location of each turn on the inside
marked with a buoy. This requires
four changes of course for a vessel
of about 27 degrees each in manoeuvr-
ing from the sea leg channel to the
harbour entrance channel.

If only daylight movements are con-
templated as at present, the four
existing buoys would serve. For night-
time operations, they would need to
be lighted. A sea buoy is suggested
to mark the ocean end of the chan-
nel in any event. The alignment was

discussed with Captain Hartley, a local
pilot, who concurs that it is satisfac-
tory if properly marked.

The suggested alignment is divided
into two reaches, see Plate No. 2, de-
signated as an ocean reach and an
inside reach for subsequent discussions
later in this report.

The estimated quantities of material
to be removed to accomplish the de-
sign depths are shown in the follow-
ing tabulation. The quantities include
two foot of overdepth.

Rteachi

Ocean
Inide ..
Anchorage

Total

Reach

Ocean ..
Inside ..
Anchorage

Total

30.foot Draft Channel
Rock Saind

en. yds. cu. yds.

574,000 81,00
9,000 25,000

6,000 108,000

32-foot Draft Channel
'Rock sand

cu. ydls. cui. yih.

...1,257,000 258,000

Total
cui. yds.
270,000
865,000

34,000

969j,00

Total
cu. yds.
689,000
721,000
205,000l

16515,000

Area 'E'.
The anchorage area within the

limits of the harbour breakwaters pre-
sents no dredging problem. Conven-
tional contractors' equipment can
operate with no more than ordinary
disturbance from weather and sea
action, Rock required to be removed
is hard and will however need to be
drilled and blasted for removal.

The problem at Geraldton Harbour
involves two physical considerations;
one, the ability of conventional
dredging and drilling equipment to
operate in en area subject to severe
swell action from the sea; and two,
the nature of the material and the
difficulties attendant on its removal.
Resolution of the physical capability
of performance of the work will gen-
erate the third consideration- the cost
of assembling the necessary plant and
physical performance of the work as
it relates to the economical justifiable
expenditure. Without resolution of
the first two considerations, the third
becomes academic.

In the absence of instrumental re-
cordings of wave and swell heig~hts,
determination as to the effect of sea
conditions upon ability of dredging
equipment to work had to rely on the
knowledge of local people and those
who have had to work in the harbour.
I interviewed a local fisherman, the
Masters of two Public Works Depart-
ment dredges, the Resident Engineer,
and the local Harbour Master, who
is also the harbour pilot. The general
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,consensus of opinion was that there
,generally is always a swell running in
the sea leg of the channel of the
magnitude of 2 feet or more. No one
could recall a period of complete calm.

Captain Hartley, it developed, has
maintained a daily log of morning and
afternoon wind direction and strengths
and an estimate of the height of the
swells at the harbour entrance. He
recorded his estimate of the height
of swells by observation of the sea
in a 32 feet deep area near the en-
trance to the sea leg of the channel.
He regarded the swells as low when,
in his estimation, the swell was from
1 to 2 feet high; as moderate when
they were 2 to 5 feet high, and as
high when they exceeded 5 feet in
height. It is noteworthy that he
never recorded a dead calm in a year
or more of record.

An extract of his log as to swell
heights for one year, July, 1962 to
June, 1963, is attached as Enclosure
No. 2. On the base of this record
there were 160 days of low swell, or
44 per cent. of the year, and 202 days
of moderate to high swells, or 56 per
cent. of the time.

I had an opportunity to evaluate
Captain Hartley's estimate of swell
height during my visit to Geraldton
Harbour. On August 6th, local people
classified the sea conditions as that
which could be expected about ten
days of the year. Captain Hartley re-
corded this as a low swell. Actually,
by observation at the harbour en-
trance, I estimated it as somewhat
more closely to 3 feet. On August 7th,
Captain Hartley recorded the swell as
moderate. The actual swell was about
6 feet.

It would appear that the low swells
are more difficult to estimate from a
point on shore and a substantial num-
ber of low recordings may well have
actually exceeded 2 feet.

It is my considered opinion, based
on the above, that conventional
spuded contractors' equipment can-
not work in the sea leg of the channel
and any dredging therein can only be
performed by the sea-going suction
hopper type dredges. In the inside
channel, conventional dredges and
drilling boats can operate effectively
for not more than 50 per cent, of the
time and probably closer to 40 per
cent. of the time. In the question
whether any contractor would risk his
equipment in the sea leg: Australian
dredging contractors and those of
other countries, I am sure, are no less
cautious nor less venturesome than
American dredge contractors.

An excellent number of core bor-
ings were available for inspection
covering the entire area of proposed
deepening on the Public Works Dle-
partment alignment. They were taken
with an ingenious under-water rig and
diver, which is testimony to the re-
sourcefulness of the Public Works
people. A plot of the borings is
shown on Plate No. 3 attached hereto.

The borings show generally a top
layer of varying thickness of very hard
rock underlaid with varying degrees
of softer rock as the boring pene-
trated. In the ocean reach, the top
layer of hard material was such that
the required depth might possibly be
accomplished by a powerful cutter
hydraulic pipe line dredge were it able
to work in the area. It definitely can-
not be dug by a sea-going suction
hopper dredge. In the inside channel
the top layer of hard rock increases
in thickness except at isolated areas
so that drilling and blasting will be
necessary for its removal.

From this gentleman's report, it will be
seen that it is hard material which has
to be dealt with, and that the task might
possibly be accomplished if a Powerful
cutter hydraulic pipe-line dredge were
able to work in the area. I say it could
be accomplished if a suitable dredge were
employed. Further back he mentioned
that the only way possible would be by
using a sea-going suction hopper dredge.
From what I have seen of the dredges in
the area, sea Scouts Could have them
to Play with. I am not saying this in
criticism of the department. In tonight's
Paper mention was made of an old dredge
called the Parmelia. Goodness knows how
old that dredge is; but apparently en-
gineers and workers have been expected to
work with that type of dredge.

The Government should make a practi-
cal approach to this matter to see if it
cannot purchase one of the modern
dredges, for use not only in the Oeraldton
Harbour, but also in the other harbours of
this State. It would appear to me that
we are very outdated as far as dredging
equipment is concerned. To continue with
this report-

The practicality of deepening Ger-
aldton Harbour depends on devising a
method for drilling and blasting or
otherwise breaking up the rock in the
ocean reach sufficiently small for re-
moval by a sea-going suction hopper
dredge. The drilling rig on the ocean
floor operated by divers as devised by
your Public Works people for obtain-
ing the core borings indicates a pos-
sible approach.

This is a practical approach towards doing
something about the matter of getting
down and boring holes to ascertain the
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depth and hardness of the rock. I have
seen this machine work in the harbour.
Continuing-

The design of a Production ocean
floor drilling rig controlled by divers
and operated from a substantial
vessel anchored above on the surface
appears to have possibilities. The
development of the equipment and
the technique for its accurate posi-
tioning and movement on the ocean
floor is well within the resourcefulness
of your Public Works people. It is
questionable whether any commercial
firm or dredging contractor would be
willing to undertake the development
of such a method.

The Minister for Works mentioned that.
No doubt this has been put in the report
for the reason that unless there is some
new work to follow on the contract of the
Oeraldton Harbour. the cost of bringing a
dredge and equipment out from where It
might have to come would be terrific. The
Minister will remember that I mentioned
in my opening remarks, when moving the
motion, that a dredge had just been
brought out from the Suez Canal to New-
castle. This dredge is powered by six
1.000 h.p. diesel engines.

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman): I
hope the honourable member realises the
question before the Chair is that certain
words be deleted.

Mr. SEWELL: I was showing the House
and the Premier why I Intend to oppose
the amendment moved by the Minister for
Works. The Minister has said that it is
not a practicable proposition to act on
the contents of the report; and the Pre-
mier has said something similar so far
as finance is concerned. I am trying to
show to you, Mr. Speaker, and to the
House that I think this report is not with-
out some hope. The report then goes on
with the demobilisation of the equipment.
Continuing:-

Approximate Estimate for
draft Channel

Mob, and Dlemob....
Ocean Reach

Drilling and Blasting
Plant..... .........
Other........ ...

Dredging....
Inside Reach

Drilling and Blasting
Plant..... .........
Other .... .... ... ..

Dredging .....
Area "E"

Drilling and Blasting ..
Dredging ..

Total £E

Say F.

30 foot

RA
500,000

625,000
335,000
270,000

803,000
625,000
655,000

40,000

8,000

A3,861,000

A3,800,000

That is the reason for my motion; and I
consider the Minister wants to take away
the main part. Continuing-

Approximate Estimate for 32 foot
draft Channel

Mob. and Demob.
Ocean Reach

Drilling and Blasting
Plant..... .........
Other ........

Dredging....
Inside Reach

Drilling and Blasting
Plant..... ..........
Other .... .... ......

Dredging .. ....
Anchorage

Rock .. . .. ..
Dredging .. ..-

LA
500.000

1,000,000
715,000
589,000

850,000
1715,000
151,000

125,000
51.000

Total LA4,'796,000

Say £A4,800,000

The 32-ft. channel will cost approxi-
mately £1,000,000 more than a 30-ft. chan-
nel; and at this stage it would be necessary
to have the 32-ft. one. His conclusions
are as follows-

The work will involve the drilling,
blasting of and removal of 850,000
to 1,300,000 cubic yards of rock in
addition to some sand. This will in-
volve the use of some 2.5 million to
3.7 million pounds of explosives and
require the drilling of 60,000 to 84,000
holes approximating 800.000 to
1,200,000 linear feet of drilling.

My conclusions are as follows:-
(a) That were invitations for bids

solicited from world-wide
dredging contractors, no re-
sponse would be received.

I have already stated that that would
be the position unless there was further
work that could be followed up. Continu-
ing-

(b) That the practicality of deep-
ening Oeraldton Harbour de-
pends on the development of
a practical method for break-
ing up the rock in the ocean
reach.

(c) That the costs for deepening
would probably not be less
than LAS,800,000 for a 30 foot
draft channel and £4,800,000
for the 32 foot draft channel.

(d) That the probable time for
accomplishment, assuming
minimum amount of Plant
and that drilling and blasting
in both ocean reach and in-
side reach are done concur-
rently is 5 years for the 30
foot draft channel and 6 years
for the 32 foot draft channel.
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I wish to express my appreciation
for the excellent and willing co-op-
eration received at all levels within
the Public Works Department and to
comment. most highly upon the ab-
ility, resourcefulness and devotion to
the job displayed by the Public Works
staff.

As I have said before, we are all de-
sirous of heading in the one direction, but
it is in the method of approach that we
differ. r am afraid that at this stage I
cannot-for the reasons I have stated-
accept the amendment moved by the Min-
ister for Works. The report is not as bad
as it might at first seem. One can real-
ise this after going into it properly. We
can get the money for this project, which
is urgently needed; and one of the reasons,
as stated by the member for Fremantle,
is in connection with the shipment of
wheat.

We are apt to be carried away with the
Possibilities of iron ore. People get on aLl]
sorts of band wagons and wave their arms
about, making extraneous statements in
this connection. I must oppose tbe amend-
ment to delete certain words from the
motion.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) [11,58 p.m.): This amend-
ment is largely one of convenience; and,
to some extent at any rate, has, I think,
been moved to deprive the member for
Geraldton of the credit which would other-
wise go to him for the initiative he has
shown In working out this motion as it is
upon the notice paper, and of taking steps
to move the motion in this House, sup-
porting it, as he very well did, with a
thorough, comprehensive speech.

There is not, in principle, very much
difference between the motion and the
amendment. The mnain difference, I think,
is one of urgency, or the need of urgency
which the wording of the motion carries
as against the wording of the amendment.
I would think, in connection with a very
large undertaking such as one which would
be involved in the deepening of the Gerald-
ton Harbour to a depth sufficient to enable
large ships safely to use the harbour, that
the opinion or view of one expert should
not be the last word.

The total amount of money which would
be involved in deepening this harbour
would be so great as to Justify the Govern-
ment, I would think, in having a check
opinion, even though to obtain a check
opinion of sufficient expert weight might
involve the Government in again bringing
a person from some overseas country at
quite considerable expense to investigate
the situation. independent of the investiga-
tion which has recently been carried out.

It might easily be found that a second
expert opinion would not tally in all essen-
tial respects with the one already obtained
and, consequently, it might be found that

the undertaking of deepening the harbour
sufficiently would not involve all the mil-
lions of pounds which have been talked
about in this Chamber this evening.

The amendment in my view lacks the
merit of urgency which the motion con-
tains; and, to some extent, it also lacks
the practical approach which the motion
contains. For instance, the motion calls
upon the Government to make an immedi-
ate approach to the Commonwealth; and
in view of the situation in the Common-
wealth field today, this might he the best
possible time conceivably to make an ap-
proach to the Commonwealth Government.
Some people might think the Common-
wealth Government would not consider a
matter of this kind at this time, but the
opposite might easily be the case.

In view of the fact that the member for
Geraldton in his motion has contained in
it a much greater degree of urgency and.
in my view, more practicality than is con-
tained in the amendment, I hope the House
will defeat the amendment and, later on
carry the motion.

Amendment Put and a division taken
with the following result-

Mr. Boveli
Mr. Brand
Mr. Burt
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Court
Mr. Craig
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Garter
Mr. Wrarden
Mr. Guthrlc

Mr. Brady
Mr. Davies
Mr. Evans
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Kelly

Ayes
Mr. W. A. Manning

Mr. 1. W. Manning
Mr. Hutchinson
Dr. Henn
Mr. Crommelin

Majority for-I.

Ayes-20
Mr. Hart
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Connor
Mr. Runciman
Mr. Wild
Mr. Williams
Mr. O'Neill

(Telr P

Noes-19
Mr. D). 0.' May
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Oidfleld
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rowberry
Mr. Sewaell
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. H. May

( Teller)

Pairs
Noes

Mr. Curran
Mr. Bickerton
Mr. J. Hlegney
Mr. Toms
Mr. Heal

Amendment (to delete words) thus
Passed.

Amendment to Motion
MR. WILD (Dale-Minister for Works)

[124 a.m.l: I move-
That the motion be amended by

substituting the following words for
the words deleted:-

every effort should be made to
find alternative methods of im-
proving the approaches and deep-
ening Geraldtcn Harbour beyond
the increased depth to be achieved

1979



1980 COUNCIh.1

by the Government's harbour-
deepening programme and so en-
able larger overseas ships to enter
the port safely for the purpose of
loading iron ore, other minerals,
and primary products. If a satis-
factory method of improving the
approaches and the further deep-
ening of the harbour is found and
it is beyond the State's resources,
an approach should be made to
the Commonwealth Government
for financial assistance.

MR. SEWELL (Geraldton) [12.5 a.m.]:
'Now that my original motion has been
emasculated, I support the amendment
which has just been moved by the Minister
for Works. I only hope that a satisfactory
solution to this problem will be found. As
has been said from time to time over the
years, the hinterland around Geraldton
-must have an international port. Geraldton
'has developed very quickly in the last 12
months, mainly due to the export of iron
ore. But the export of iron ore is only
a means to an end. We must look to prim-
ary production in the Qeraldton district,
-and in the whole of the State, if we intend
-to progress as we say we will.

I hope a solution -will be found to the
problem of removing the rock bar and
that Geraldton will be -provided with the
-necessary facilities to load and unload
all the ships that we hope will call there.
I have been studying papers in connection
with ports in the Eastern States, and those
States are spending from £2,000,000 to
£2,500,000 for the improvement of their
various harbours and wharves. We must
-do the same in -Western Australia; and
so far as I am concerned, the port of
'Geraldton must come first. I support the
amendment to the motion.

Amendment put and passed.

Motion, as Amended
Question (motion, as amended) put and

mpassed.

House adjourned at 12.7 a.mn.
(Thursday)

If~t3gblatiu1r (,Jrnzu1rit
Thursday, the 24th October, 1963
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